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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL. ;

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to Supply
Bill No. 2 (£650,000).

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Reiurn iu
connection with fhe position of the ac-
counts of the trading concerns as on the
2nd October, 1915.

By the Minister for Lands: Aundit of
acconnts of North Fremantle saleyards.

By the Attorney General: Anpnpual re-
port of Department of Land Titles.

PAPERS—RETIREMENT OF DR.
HOPE.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister): With the indulgence
of the House I desire {0 make a short
explanation in eonnection with the re-
tirement of Dr. Hope. At the last sitting
the leader of the Opposition said Dr.
Hope had been forced out of the service
by ill-treatmment, The facts of the case
are these: Some months ago Dr. Hope
applied for an increase of salary to the
‘extent of £100, The Government, in view
of the fact that they are not giving in-
erements to anybody who is more than
£160 above his winimnm, and of the
further fact that Dr. Hope is £170 over
his minimum, declined to accede to the
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request. Dr, Hope thereupon asked to
be allowed to refire as a protesi. To this
Cabinet agrced. I have the papers here
and I move—

That these papers do lie upon the
Table.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What is his salary?

Fion. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Hon-
orary Minister): £1,020.
Question passed.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE,
ACCRUED INCREMENTS.

My, SMITH asked the Premier: In
view of the faet that the Public Service
Commissioner, as admitted by him in the
West Australian of the 24th September,
in ignorance of the exaet nature of the
promise made by the Government to the
civil serviee, struck out wrongly in March
last the elaims of about 40 appellanis
for acerued increments under the appeal
hoord decisions. do the Government in-
tend to authorise the payment of the
amounis withheld from these officers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier} replied: The statements
made by the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner to the West Australian newspaper
did not imply that any claims had been
struck out by bim, neither did they affect
the decision of the Government as con-
veyed in a reply given to a previous
question asked by the hon, member on
the same subject.

QUESTION — GAOL PRISONERS
AND THEIR TREATMENT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Attorney General: 1, Ts it a faet that
George Hughes, who was convieted of
unlawful possession of gold on the 25th
April last and sentenced to six months’
imprisonment with hard labour, is being
pertnitted to serve his time in the Kal-
goorlie lock-up nnder conditions incon-
sistent with the terms of his sentence in-
asmuch as—(a.) He is not being treated
as an ordinary prisoner; (b.} He is al-
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lowed to oceupy a room instead of a cell,
using his own bedstead, ete.; (e.) He is
allowed extraordinary liberty—can he
interviewed by his friends and does no
hard labour; (d.) He is practically liv-
ing as a boarder instead of a prisoner,
and enjoys freedom of action quite un-
known to other prisoners? 2, Is he
aware tbat another prisoner—Bozin—
convicted under the same charge and
sentenced to five months’ jmprisonment
with hard labour, was in the ordinary
course sent to Fremantle gaol to serve
his sentence? 3, If so, will he state upon
whaf authority such preferenfial treat-
ment has been accorded to the prisoner
Hughes, and who is responsible therefor?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, This prisoner has been permitted by
the Comptroller General to serve his sen-
tence in Kalgoorlie on the grounds of
ill-heaith, but otherwise the conditiong
of his senfence have not been varied. 2,
Yes. 3, Answered by No. L

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 would
like to ask the Aftorney General if he
will inguire into the rumour that Hughes
has been permitted to atiend a race
meeting.

The Aftorney General: It is not true.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And has
attended a prize fight in Kalgoorlie, and
is often seen in the streets of Kalgoorlie
and in intercourse with his friends.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the
first place it is not the affair of my de-
partment at all. TIan pursnance of the
lion, member’s question I cansed inguiries
to be made and forwarded a memo. fo
the warders up there asking them to
state fully the treatment meted ont to
Hughes and to other persons. If it will
meet the hon. member’s desire I will ask
permission of the Colonial Secretary to
bring that report down and lay it on the
Table.

Mr. George: Who is Mr, Hughes, and
why should bhe have preferential treat-
ment?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
has uot.

He
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QUESTION—OCEAN CURRENTS

AND THEIR TEMPERATURE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the
Premier: Is it his intention to lay on
the Table of the House the reports on
the temperature of the ocean currents
avronnd Western Australia, furnisbed to
the Fisheries Department by Mr. J. J.
East?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: The reports have
already appeared in the Press. and will
be laid on the Table of the Honse if
desired.

QUESTION — EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES, BEHAVIQUR IN THE
STREETS.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: I desire to
ask, without notice, has the attention of
the Aecting Premier been drawn to the
undue amount of drinking indulged in
by reernits in the City and suburbs to-
day, and if he intends to take any action
to prevent its recurrence?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My
attention has not been drawn to it. 1
myself have observed a number of sol-
diers in uniform in the sireets to-day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: More or less
under the influence of drink?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do
not know that they were indulging in
drink to an excessive extent. )

Mr, Male: There was nearly a riot
this - afternoon.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
understand that most of the soldiers to
be seen in the streets to-day are men
who have just arrived from the Eastern
States.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: That cannot be,
for they are not all in uniform; some of
them are in dungarees,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But
it is so. Most of the men in the City to-
day have just arrived from the East, but
I am nat aware that they have been
doing anything very desperate in the way
of indulging in drink, Perhaps, after a
voyage of four or five days from the
Eastern States, just ga little Iatitude
might be allowed these men.
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Mr. (Gilehrist: But the police were
struck pretty freely by them to-day in
8t. George’s-terrace.

Mr. Male: The police ean hardly hold
them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: State-
ments of this kind are to be deprecated
unless hon, members are quite ceriain of
the facts. It is very easy for statements
of the kind to be somewhat exaggerated.

Mr. Gilehrist: But I saw it myself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
may be so, but even if it is so——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will the Gov-
ernment take action to stop it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no need for the Government to take
action. The police will do their duty in
regard to soldiers, just as in regard to
anybody else. There is no oceasion to
give special instructions to the police in
this regard.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
In Commiliee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 30th Sep-
tember on the Treasurer’s Financial
Statement and on the Annual Fstimates;
Mr. MeDowall in the Chair.

Vote—His Exzcellency the
£1,540:

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [445]): I
am going to refer to some remarks made
by the member for Trwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) when he was speaking on the
Budget, I was not present in the Fouse
at lhe time. I understand, however, he
referred to a certain paragraph which
appeared in the paper with which I have
something to do. The words of the para-
graph were, “The words are those .of
Jack and the work is that of Jimmy™ T
think the hon. member puf the cap on a
little too soon. He rmght have remem-
bered the old French proverb, “He who
excnses himself, accuses himself.” T do
not think there is anything in the para-
graph which points to the hon. member
for Irwin as being the member referred
to.

The Attorney General: Does it mean
#Jimmy"” Mitchell?

{49]

Governor,
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Mr. SMITH: Those of us who know
the member for Irwin, and know his
abilifies as a financier, would never have
eredited him with the authorship of the
Budget speech which was delivered to the
House by the Premier a few weeks ago.
Knowing his ability as a financial critic
I am sure we would never bave imagined
that he was the person referred fo,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You might tell
us who was referred to.

Mr. SMITH: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber presently. There are others who
mizht have been referred to. IHe is not
the only “Jimmy” in the House. As a
maiter of fact, the reporter whe wrote
Lhis paragraph wrote it n a jocular men-
ner, and the hon. member took it too
seripusly. I spoke to the mewmber of my
staff in question and he said he had in
his mind the bon. member for Northam
(Fon. J. Mitchell).

Mr. 13, J. Stubbs: If your employees
can tell you tales like that you ought to
get rid of them.

My SMITH- Tt wight even have re-
ferred to myself.

Mr, Bolton: I ean bardly think that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It wmght have
referred to the hon. member for Subiaco
(Mr. B. J. Stabbs).

Mr. SMITH: After listening to the
member for Subiaco I am quite con-
vineed that it eould not possibly refer to
him.

Mr.
apology.

Mr. SMITH: After this explanation
I bope that in future the hon. member
for Irwin will not rush in and come to
the conclusion that he is the only pebble
on the beach or the only “Jimmy" in the
House. The Premier, in the course of his
Budget speech, told us lhal it was going
to be the shortest on record. That is
quite true. I think it is also the most
colourless and most dispiriting Budget
speech ever delivered in this House. Con-
sidering the position the country is in, I
must say I am greatly disappointed with
the proposals which have been brought
before us. The country, as a whole, bas
asked for bread and the Premier bhas
given it a financial stone. Practically he

Carpenter:  We accept your
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confessed his inability to meet the situ-
ation. He tells us that he has enough
loan funds to keep going, at the rate at
which he is now going, until the end of
November, but after that he does not
know what is going to happen. He is
going to Melbourne, he says, to raise
wore money, but unless “Uncle Cohen”
is kind to bim he does not know how he
will meet the situation. He issues a veiled
threat to the civil servants that a Black
Wednesday is coming along and that re-
trenchment is in the air.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.

Mr. SMITH : That is the inference that
I drew from his speech. I am sure that
members of the civil service and other
people outside drew the same inference,
and I think they were quite justified in
doing so. 1 do mot think that the eivil
service should be threatened in this way.

Mr. Carpenter: He advocates a poliey
of retrenchment,

Mr. SMITH: Why should they be made
to stand the brunt of the Premier’s wild
orgy in his waste of the substance of the
country ¥

Mr. Bolton: That is the policy of the
Sunduy Times,

Mr. SMITH: That is nothing of the
sort.

Mr,
policy.

Mr. SMITH: ] am not here represent-
ing the Sunday Times; 1 am here repre-
senting the electors of North Perth. The
Premier led me and other people outside
the House to believe that if he was not
able to raise loans when he went to Mel-
bourne, panic finance would be intro-
duced.

Mr. Bolton: When did he say that?
Was it “Jack” or “Jimmy” who said
that?

The Minister for Lands: You have been
reading the Sunday Times, surely.

Mr. SMITH: Members must Lknow
what is going to happen when he intro-
duces this panic legislation, Panies have
o nasty habit of exiending and spreading.
They are eatching, If the Government
get panic stricken in their finances the
panie will extend to the business houses
throughout the State. The result will be

Carpenter: Tt is your leader’s
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that the ecalculations of the Government
regarding their revenue will be consider-
ably upset. With reference to the Esti-
mates of revenue for the year, I will try to
show the House why I think these esti-
muaies have been grossly exaggeraled. [am
sure when I putmy views before members
they, too, will come to this eonclusion,
notwithstanding the fact that they may
be on the opposite side of the Housc.
The Premier referred to the splendid
part which the volunteers from Western
Aupstralia had played in the work of the
Empire at the front. I quile agree with
him. I think that the Western Ausira-
lians have done more than their share.
They have acquitted themselves, indeed,
better than we expected or boped they
would. Their fighting has been admired
throughout the world, and their deeds at
the Dardanelles will be something to re-
member, While, however, we are con-
gratulating ourselves on their splendid
hercism at the front, we have forgotten
these men here, Returned officers have
told us that the Western Australian men
were the only soldiers who received no
cable of congratulation at the front from
their own State. Why did not the Pre-
mier, as head of the State, when the news
came Lhrough of the splendid fighting of
our men, send & cable to the trenches con-
gratulating these men? It would have
been some little encouragement to them.
Instead of that, we find that this was the
only body of troops from Australia
which was not congratulated by the peo-
ple at home.

Mr. George: They were too keen about
cabling for steamers to do that.

Mr. Foley: They were doing their duty.
They did not want their legs pulled.

Mr. SMITH: I trust the Premier will
make amends for this negleet. It is not
too late now. Many of the men are re-
turning wounded. I asked in a question
the other day if the Government were pre-
pared to give returned wounded soldiers
preference for any vacancies which might
oceur in the service, and the answer was
that they were so prepared.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Because some of the
tnen are having a drink to-day questions
are raised in Parliament,
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Mr. SMITH: I trust that the Premier
will act up to his promise. It is an easy
malter to say in this House, “yes” or “no’
to guestions which are asked. I trust
that the Government will make it their
business to instruct the under seeretaries
of each department, not only to give
wounded soldiers preference, but to make
their intentions known publicly so that
there will be no doubt about it, and that
returned soldiers will know that they are
nat being forgotten, While priding our-

selves on the splendid bearing of our -

men at the front, I do not think that the
Western Australian Government can take
any credit for it.

Mr. Foley: A lot of their subordinates
were at the Dardanelles.

Mr. SMITH : The Premier’s speech led
us to believe that the present Government
were the mainspring in the business, at
all events, I do not think that any special
eredit was due to them in that respeet.

Me, Foley: It is no party fight, Labour
and Tiberal supporters are fighting side
by side: they are all on a level.

Mr. SMITH: The Government could
have done a little towards the Empire’s
canse. In fact they could have done a
good deal, bnt were not in a position
to do s0. 'What a splendid advertisement
it would have been for Western Austra-
Ha if we had been able, instead of going
to the Old Country to borrow money to
carry on with, to say, “We have hus-
banded onr resources in sueh a way that
we are hot only able to suspend borrow-
ing, but to go on the London market and
take up our own stock and help the
Mother Country in that direction.”

Mr. ("Loghlen: Has any other Slaie
in Australia done so?

My, SMITH: The Malay States have
done so, for instance. I believe they have
laken up a million of the war stock. Why
should we not have done so also?

The Minister for Lands: I suppose you

think the younger States ought to have

been the first to move in this direction.

Mr. SMITH: The Premier is like a
spoilt child hanging onr to its mother’s
apren strings, and worrying for bread
and jam when it might be doing some-
thing.
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The Minister for Lands: Or when it
might bhave had a stew.

Mr. SMITH: Instead of helping the
country, the Government were hindering
it. When the Commonwealth Government
got a loan of 18 millions and it was then
plainly stated that this was the last they
would get and that no more was to be
expected from London, the Premier, in-
stead of taking this hint, continued to
spend at the same rate that he had been
spending money at all along.

The Minister for Lands: You said just
now that if expendifure was curtailed,
eivil servants wounld be put out of work.

Mr, SMITH: I said nothing about cur-
tailing expenditure.

Mr. Harrison: What have they done
in regard to our agricultural production
during the last four years?

Mr. SMITH: The Premier has now
reached the end of his tether, and comes
along with this shameful proposal to do
away with the sinking fund.

‘I'he Mimster for Lands: Iie swid wuu-
thing of the sort.

Mr. Munsie: More eopy for the ‘Sun-
day Times.

Mr. SMITH: The sinking fund is be-
ing turned into a sort of system of chits.
That reminds me of the hard-up drunken
father bursting open his child’s money
box and taking the money cut and putiing
an I.O.U. in place of it. We have been
accumunlating this money as a sinkiog
fund to the credit of the country in order
to pay off our indebtedness, and now
when we are hard up the Premier, instead
of curtailing his extravagant expenditure,
is opening the money hox and taking out
the few pounds whieh are in it and re-
placing them with an 1.0.U.

The Minister for Lands: Where can
expenditure be curtailed? It would assist
ns if you wenld inform us.

Mr. SMITH: The Government never
take advice.

The Minister for Lands: Try and pick
out a few items.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Wait till we come
tn the items.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do not let them
WOTTY YOu.
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Mr. SMITH: I will give the Minister
some items directly. ‘Che Premier may
argue that this is a legitimate way of
financing for the future, but the Govern-
ment, to my mind, are only sparring for
wind. As the member for Canning (Mr.
Robinson) said, it was absolutely illegal
to even contemplate that the sinking
fund should be tampered with in this
way. It is as plain as the English
language can possibly make it.

The Attorney General: Has it heen
tampered with really?

Mr. Munsie: Nothing of the kind, and
the hon., member kuows it.

My. SMITH: Wihen this proposal is
placed before the trustees they will not
consider it for a moment. Why spoil onr
good name by even suggesting such =
proposal, After all, supposing the Gov-
ernment are able to arrange the hypothe-
cafing of the sinking fund, it is only a
drop in the bucket, some £300,000 which
they will soon spend in a couple of
months of the finuncial yvear, Tn dealing
witll this matier the Premier told us he
was gaing (o i1ssue this stock but he did
not say at what price. The price of that
stock will be in the vicinity no denbt of
£85, but ihe frustees ecan purchase old
stock at £90 and some at £83, What sort
of business men would the frostees he if
they took up fhis new stock at £05 when
they could |pruvchase old stoek at £83.
To my mind, the scheme is altogether
mnworkable and not worth while. I sug-
west that the Government should try the
issue of premium honds. That is a
method of finance wlhich would be sne-
cessful and ‘popular in Australia, and as
the Premier is desirous of initiating new
ideas, this would be a system of borrow-
ing by the issne of premium bonds that
would be advisable. There is no gamble
ahout it and it would be more popular
with investors and money-lenders than
the present issue of stoek. Another way
of raising the wind is that adopted by
the New South Wales Government by
which arrangements were made with the
railway contractors Norton, Griffiths and
Company. That firm undertook to con-
struet £10,000,000 wovth of work. Tt
was another way of borrowing £10,000,-
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000, and I am certain there are many
persons in this country who would he
willing to build some of our railways and
aceept in payment Government stock.

The Minister for Lands: You are in
favour of a system like the Norlon,
Griffiths and Company’s arrangement?

Mr., SBMITH: Certainly, your con-
freres in New South Wales have done the
same thing.

The Minister for Lands: 1 simply
wanted to pin vou down to that stale-
menl; you agree to the principle.

My, SMITH: It the Govermment can-
not borrow money and contractors are
willing to do work and charge the Gov-
ermment the cost, plus five per cent., then
I am eertainly in accord with the idea. I
am wpot in accord with the prineiple of
drawing up agreements to ereet works
such as we have heard ahout in this

Tlouse of late; I am not in accord with

the sort of agreement that no business
man would draw up,

The Attorney General: Why the Nor.
ton, Grifliths arrangement?

Mr, SMITH: Thai agreement was
drawn ap in the daylight and the agree-
menl 18 a businesslike one, It is not
simtilar fo the agreement that was enbered
into for the construction of the refriger-
afing works which was done in the dark.

The Attorney General: What do you
mean by the davk?

Alp, SMITH : The House knew nothing
aboul iI. Tt was a surprise sprung on
members, and the coniraet was no sooner
enlered into (han the Government turned
round and cancelled it. The Government
immediately saw they had made a mistake
and did their best fo get out of it.  The
keynote of the Premier’s speech was that
of practising economy, but T ¢an find no
intenion on lus part to practise economy.
He tells us plainly that he intends going
on at the same rate as he has been going
and as long as present funds will Jast.
e wants the people to live, so to speak,
on the smell of an oil rag and he is
going fo spend money in the same reck-
Jess way that he has been spending it in
the past, We know that the revenue of
the Government is larger now than it
has ever been, In the past the people
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have been generons; they have provided
the Government with more money than
they ever had to spend before, yet the
Government have ended the year with a
deficit of a million and a gunarter pounds,
which is very large for a small popula-
tion like we have in Western Australia.
When we listened to the Premier’s speech
last year he told us that he intended to
end the financial year with a reduced
deficit of £700,000. What is the result;
instead of having reduced the defiett he
has increased it to £1,250,000.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: That statement was
made before the war broke out.

Mr, SMITH: Has fhe hon. member
been asleep? Was not the war on af this
time last year?  Let the hon. member
wake np and understand what ke is talk-
ing abont. I wish to show-that the pre-
sent system of including stocks paid for
15 scarcely fair to the country., The Pre-
mier explained in his speech that a con-
siderable quantity of sleepers and ma-
torin! had boon poid flor ont of rovenne
and had helped to swell the deficit. That
is nol & proper way Lo look at the posi-
fion. If the Government hold a large
quantity of sleepers and material that
should be shown. The deficit has been
shown every month but there is no ref-
erence to stocks held in hand and it wounld
reduce the deficit materially if that were
shown, T think the Government—and T
want to be fair to them—should show
this clearly; they have been told about it
often enongh. The member for Irwin
has been emphatic on that point. He is
a business man and saw the weakness of
the position and pointed out where the
Government should have improved mat-
ters in that respeet.  The member for
Irwin also pointed out that the Siate
trading enterprises ought to he put on a
business footing. They ought to be eapi-
talised, so much capital allowed for each
department and the department worked
on the capital allotted. If this were done
we should know what each department
was doing; we should know if the de-
partment was losing and how mueh, and
if the department wanted more money
they would have to come to Parliament
and ask for it and explain what it was
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wanted for. If the House then thought
the proposition a fair one the money
would he voted,

The Alinister for Lands: That is the
position to-day. '

Mr. SMITH: We have been told that
over and over again buat the Government
continue in the same muddling style, ad-
vaneing money to buy all sorts of things,
The Government have not made up their
minds how muoeh money they should
spend in each department, Take, for in-
stanee, the State Implement Works. If
the Government take members into their
confidence and place the position before
the House, it would he to the advantage
of the Government, Because I suggest
this improvement I do not say that T am
in favour of these State enterprises;
personally, T think some of them ought
to be scrapped. We onght to ent our
loss ; we are losing money every
day. We ought to cut owur loss
instead of building up greater lia-
hilities: there is ample precedent for
this. There is the case of the Fremantle
doek which was stopped. It was found
that there was no bottom to il and the
Government decided very wisely to stop
the work. It seems to me that there is
no bottom to the State Implement Works:
it will take as much money as the Gov-
ernment will give it. There is no hottom
in it and it would be better to stop such
an enterprise. Of course, some of the
State eoncerns would have to be brought
to a standstill gradually. Someone
should be appointed liguidator to dis-
pose of them to the greatest advantage.

Mr. Foley: We ought to get a good
bit for our railways.

Mr. SMITH: No doubt the Govern-
ment would stick o the trams and the
water supplies. Although the tramway
department is paying handsomely the
Government are extorting large charges
from the people who use the trams. The
profit last year was something like
£40,000 which was extracted from the
people by charging extravagant fares.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Did the Govern-
ment raise the fares?

Mr. SMITH: No; the trams were
purchased by the Government and the
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people were given to understand that
there would be an improved service and
reduced fares.

The Minister for Lands: That is not
correct. '

Mr. SMITH: The same fares are
charged, there is a worse service, and
the tramways are being run to rack and
tnin. The rain comes through the roof
of some of the tramears and the lines are
going to rack and rwin. The Govern-
ment, instead of using the immense profit
they are making out of the trams in im-
proving the scrvice, are using the money
to holster up other services.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Some services must
show a profit to make up for the loss on
others.

Mr, SMITH: That is what I say. The
Government are using the £40,000 which
they are taking from the people to bol-
ster up other concerns.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What abont the edu-
cation, the police and the law; there is
a loss there?

Mr, SMITH: Why take it out of the
Perth people? The Water Snpply De-
partment show a profit, if we can be-
lieve the return supplied by the Govern-
ment, a profit amouniing to between
£20.000 and £30,000, But the Govern-
ment have done nothing to extend or im-
prove the servicee. We still have to use
the same muddy water and at the same
time there is an ample supply in the hills
which could very easily be conserved. In-
stead of the best service in the State we
have what is positively the worst, and
simnly because the Government will not
utilise the money which the people pay
in the direction of carrying ont improve-
menfs. The member for Bunbury in ad-
dressing the House on this subject the
other night drew attention to the fact
that Ministers had too muach work ta do.
That must be very patent to hon. mem-
bers, but the Ministers do not seem an-
Xious to be relieved of .any portion of
their duties. The other day a deputation
wailed on the Premier and suggested that
the water sunply should he handed over
to the control of a hoard, but of eonrse
the Premier would not bear of it. e did
not believe in the idea but thought that
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the Government were the proper auth-
ority to administer the water supply.

Hon. J. D, Connolly: Why?

Mr. SMITH: Because he knew fthat
le would lose bis handsome profit if he
handed over the control of it to a board.

_Mr. Bolton: Was that the object of
the deputation?

Mr. SMITE: The object was to see
that the department controlled their own
expenditure.

The Minister for Works: You repre-
sented only a small seetion,

Mr. SMITH: The object of the depu-
tation was to endeavour to bring about
better management of the department
and also to seecure a reduction of the
rates. This House has heard times ont
of number reference made to extraor-
dinary charges imposed for patting in
services.

Mr. Munsie: Have not the Govern-
ment reduced the charges in Perth®

Mr. SMITH: No, unless the hon.
member is a favoured person. .

Mr. Munsie: Nothing of the kind.
They have been reduced to everyone. The
people are getting water now 6d. cheaper
than hefore the Government eame in.

Mr. SMITH: The member for Bun-
bury also made what T consider an un-
fair attack on the civil service. He in-
dicated that the (Rovernment service was
full of slackers,

Mr. Thomas: That is incorrect.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member then
made some remark to the effect that the
Government were not getting good value
for the money which was spent on the
civil service. I think the hon. member
will agree that that was what he indi-
cated. Sueh a remark is not fair to the
civil serviee, becanse, while admitting
there are a good few slackers in the ser-
vice—

Mr. Bolton: You are saying now what
you accused the member for Bunbury of
sayving.

Mr. SMITH: The Government sare
not gefting good value, but at the same
time they do not encourage the civil ser-
vants to return good value for the sal-
aries they receive, The (Government are
to blame in this respect and I wish
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specially to refer to their neglect to carry
out a promise made by the Premier io
pay some members of the civil service
some back inereases. An answer was
given to my question this afternoon with
reference to Lhis matter, and on tbat
subjeet I would like to refer to a report
which appeared in the TWest Australian
of the 24th September which states—

The Civil Service Commissioner
(Mr. M. E. Jull) drew ihe attention
of o representative of this journal to
an extract from the Civil Service
Jourral reprinted in yesterday's West
Australian, and- stated that the re-
marks appearing in bis annunal report
regarding back pay to Juiy 1, 1911,
under the beading of “Appeal Beard
Decision” were made in ignorance of
the exact nature of the promise made
by the Goveroment and of the terms of
the letters held by the association from
the ex-Premier, dated September 6,
1911, and another from the present
Premier written duoring tbe following
month.

That, to my mind, clearly indicates that
the Public Service Commissioner would
have recommended something different
from that which he did recommend if he
had known of the existence of those let-
ters. I will leave it to hon. members who
have honourable ideas regarding the
carrying out of promises, if that is not
so. There is another matter out of which
the Government are making a huge pro-
fit at the expense of one class. I refer
to the Workers’ Compensation Fund. The
Government claim the eredit for that
fund, which stands now at something
like £18,000, That amount is far more
than is neeessary to provide for the pay-
ment of compensation, and I do not see
why the Government should extract so
mnch money out of the workers.

The Minister for Mines: We pay that;
the workers do not pay it.
The Minister for Warks: And we are

paying 33 per cent. less than we were
paying to the insuranee companies.

Mr. SMITH : It would be betler if it
were 50 per cent. less.
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Mr. Bolion: Your troubles about the
workers! They do not pay into that
Fand.

Mr. Thomas: He has his wheel in a
iUt now.

Mr. SMITH: Like a Government train
the other day. If the railway system
were kept up to a safety standard, as
onght lo be done, probably derailments
like that which we read about the other
day wounld not oeccur. That is a clear
case where siarvation of plani and mat-
erial, and lack of supervision, were
responsible for a serious mishap. I have
referred to the Estimates which I con-
sider are grossly exaggerated. 1 wonld
like now to refer to some of the items.
Take the income tax, in regard to which
the Government expect a decrease of
£645. Last year the revenue from this
source amounted to £80,645 and this year
the Government anticipate getting £645
less. Is that a business proposition? Do
hon. members think that incomes in West-
arn Anctralia doring the past year have
only been reduced fo such an extent that
they will return the Government only
£(45 less?

Mr., Munsie: If we gel a good barvest
that amount is not very much.

Mr, SMITH: Unfortunately the peo-
ple who will get the harvest will have to
pass it all over to the Government. To
my mind that appears an absurd esfi-
mate, and 1 am sure the total will be very
much less than the Government expeect to
receive.

AMr, Munsie: We shall see how it will
come ont.

My. SMITH: I hope the hon. member
will 1ot be disappointed. In regard to
dividend duties, the Government expeect
an in¢rease. Faney an increase in divi-
dend dulies in the year such as the one
we are going through !

Mr, Bolton: Lots of people are making
profits ont the war.

The Mimister for Mines: What ahout
all the specials of the Daily News?

Mr. SMITH: There are very few peo-
ple indeed, or even companies, who have
made inereased profits in Western Aus-
tralia !ately, and in this respect I think
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the Government will be sadly disap-

pointed.

The Minister for Lands: You remem-
ber that the Aect was amended last
session,

My, SMITH: I am allowing for all
that,

The Minister for Lands: Then you did
not forget it; you are allowing for it.

Mr. SMITH: I did not forget. The
totalisator tax, we find, is put down at
the reduced sum of £125. Tt does not
look as if racing is going to be curtailed.
I suppose the report of the seleet com-
mittee on horse-racing is going to be
shied into the waste paper basket,

The Minister for Mines: Oh no! We
will deal with it,

Mr. SMITH: If it comes in this year
the Government will deal with it, and I
take it that racing will be considerably
curtailed.

Mr. Hudson: You should not anticipate
the 1eport of fhe committee.

I'he Minister for Mines: We might cut
out the bookmakers and try and inerease
the totalisator betting.

Mr, SMITH: I think the Government
must have forgotten that they were going
to curtail raeing, They seem Lo have
forgotten that just as they have for-
gotten many other promises which they
made and which apparently they have no
real intention of earrying out. With re-
gard to licenses, there again the same
argument applies. The Government
anticipate a reduction of £238. If the
Government are sincere in what they say
regarding the closing of hotels and the
consequent rednction of licenses, how do
they explain that they estimate such a
small rednction? When the measure now
hefore Parliament is enforced the prices
which will be paid for ingoings will bhe
considerably reduced.

The Minister for Mines: They will not
affect licenses.

Mr, SMITH: But the Government get
a eertain percentage.

Mr. Bolton: Yon are at sea again.
My, SMITH: If T am it shows that I
am not used to trafficking in pubs like my
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friend who interjected. In regard to
mining, I notice that the decrease is esti-
mated at only £169. Although the Pre-
mier painted a very rosy picture of this
industry, he anticipates that very small
reduction. That simply shows wus the
reckless way in which the figures have
been arrived at. Here is the Treasurer
painting a glowing picture of the mining
industry and he tells us that there is
going to be a great increase in it, but
notwithstanding that he estimates that he
is to receive £169 less than it returned
last year.

Mzr. Foley: That is no criterion against
an inerease in the mining industry.

Mr. SMITH: If the mining industry
is going to improve the Treasurer ought
to get a greater revenue.

\Il Foley: Why?

SMITH: The State balteries, on
the other hand, are expected to show an
enormous increase, including  £25,000
from the tailings treated. All I can say
is I hope the estimate will be realised.

The Minister for Mines: That is a
transferred account and appeared under
a different heading in previous years.

Mr, SMITH : Then apparently we
shall not receive anything extra, Coming
to State ferries—

The Minister for Mines: It is time we
got to sea. :

Mr. SMITH: The ferries are estimated
to return £1,615 more than last year.
Here is a fine example of how State
enierprise fails where private enterprise
has been successful. YWhen the ferries
were taken over by the Government, the
people were promised a much improved
service and reduced fares. I do not live
across the water, but I am told the fares
have been increased and that the service
is no hetter than it was under private
ownership. I am further told that the
owner made anything from £1,500 to
£2,000 a year profit, and yet, now that
the Government have taken the ferries
in hand, they are not able te make them
pay, but have heen compelled to run them
at a loss. There is something rotten in
the State of Denmark, when, with all our
resources, the Government cannot run a
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little ferry boat without making a huge
loss,

The Minister for Lands: Wounld youn
agree to charge the same fares ag the
private company were charging?

Mr. SMITH: I -caonot imagine
where the increased fraffic is coming
from, unless the Premier is going to put
his hall pup in the Zoo,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: What about his
pigeons ? :

Mr. SMITH: If they were across the
river they might attract a little mere
traflie, but much more will be required to
increase the revenue to what the Premier
estimates.

Mr. Bolton: We are listening to the
voice of Jim, bui the figures are those of
John of your staff.

Mr. SMYITH: State hotels are expected
to return £6,989 more than last year, an
inerease of 25 per cent. I do not know
whether a wave of drunkenness is ex-
peited to some over the State, but some-
thing of the sort must happen if the esti-
mate is to be realised.

The Minister for Mines:
hotels will be open.

Mr. SMITH: Hotels like Kwollyin,
where they are taking only 10s. a day?

The Attorney General: That is the one
which will grow. It is in a farming dis-
triet.

Mr. SMITH: Does the Attorney Gen-
eral hope that the consumption of drink
will grow?

The Attorney General: I hope all
hotels will be shut, but this shows the
valua of your argument.

Mr., SMITH: T would like to know
the opinion of the average publiean
regarding an estimated increase of
revenue. I doubt whether any pub-
lican is making ends meet at pre-
senf. How the Government can ex-
pect to make this enormous increase in
returns I cannot imagine, Seeing there
i5 a proposal to close hotels a few hours
earlier than has been the custom—that is,
if the Government are genuine in their
intentions—this must resnlt in a econ-
siderable reduction in revemue. Without
doubt this return eannot be realised un-

Two more
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less the Government countenance drink-
ing in their hotels after hours.

The Minister for Mines: You are an
awful pessimist.

The Attorney General: You are worse
than the member for Northam.

Mr. Foley: You cannot get a drink
in State hotels after 11 o'clock. I am
sure that applies to four of them.

Mr, Male: Well, can the member for
Leonora?

Mr. SMITH: The famous State Im-
plement Works are eredited with an enor-
mous increase of £54,000. Last year the
revenue was £73,000, and this year it is
estimated at £128,000. Goodness knows
where this increase is coming Lrom—an
increase of 75 por eent. on last year's
business! Ig there any implement shop
in Perth which would calenlate an in-
crease during the eurrent year of 75 per
cent.? Perhaps the Premier is including
some of the bills which will mature this
year. Probably the Government have sold
a lot of machinery and accepted payment
in bills whieh wiii fuil due this zeor. T
g0, this statement is very misleading.
These bills shonid have been included in
last year’s Fstimates, and should have
heen shown thus instead of swelling this
year's revenue.

Mr. James Gardiner: Youn eannct do
that as things exist now.

Mr. SMITH: If the husiness were run
as an ordinary business concern, it should
have heen shown. T do not know whether
the Government anticipate selling a lot
more machines to the farmers, hat from
my knowledge of them, and I know a
good many farmers, I can honestly say
that the name of the State factory is not
too sweet among them. The work turned
out there has not been satisfaetory, and I
hope the Government, for their own salke,
will see that the implements turned out
are an improvement on what have been
supplied in the past.

Mr. Thomas: Several farmers at Bev-
erley told me a very different tale the
other day.

Mr. SMITH: 1 have been told that
farmers are not satisfied with them, and
that as soon as they put on the wheels
the implements felt to pieces.
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Mz, Taylor: You must have been talk-
ing to St. George's-terrace farmers.

Mr. Mungie: Give the Government some
credit; they have put in another manager.

Mr. SMITH: As regards the State
gawmills, an enormous decrease of
£114,317 is estimated. I do not think the
Government have made sulficient allow-
ance for the slump which is likely to be
experienced during this year.

The Minister for Mines: You are an
awful pessimist; you are the worst thing
we bave struck yet in the way of a pes-
simist.

Mr. Taylor:
cold feet.

Mr, SMITH : T would like to ask if the
Government eontemplate doing anything
in the direetion of testing the validity of
the powellising patent. The Premier sug-
gested that the Federal authorities should
test the validity of the patent, but they
turned the proposal down, and I think
the State Government should now test it.
It is a dreadful inenbus for the State
Government to pay this royalty for many
vears to come and often for no return
at all, and seeing how the contract was
entered info, I think we would be justified
in going to the conrt and endeavouring
to have the patent upset. The State
brick works last year were estimated to
yield £6,500 and the net return was only
£991. There is a brilliant estimate!
Most of the bricks sold, T suppose, were
actually taken by some of ‘the other de-
partments,

The Minister for Mines: They have only
just started,

Mr. SMITIT: This year the works are
expected to produce £14,000, an increase
of £13,009.

The Minister for Mines: Thev are get-
ting a move on this year

Mr. SMITH: I do not know who drew
up this estimate. It must have licen that
financial genius who was going fo wipe
out the national debt by turning out
bricks. Otherwise I do not know how
the Treasurer could have arrived at such
an estimate. Perhaps the real explana-
tion is that the Government are geing
to jugele with these figures and sell bricks
to other Government departments which

You are suffering from
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will be charged up for them irrespective
of what they cost.

Mr, Bolton: Are you a financier?

Mr. SMITH: I am taking a leaf out
of the Government’s book. These litile
tricks have been practised in the past and
I have no doubt they will be extended in
future. The salary paid o the manager
of the brick works is set down at £500
for last year, while he spent only £2,253,
In other words it cost the country 5s.
to eontrol every pound of expenditure.
That is a brilliant performanece,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I think the hou.
member is mistaken.

Mr. SMITHF: I hope so. I am only
quoting the figures from the Treasurer’s
estimates.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The balance was
expented out of Loan money.

Mr, SMITH: The Government are
very good at spending Loan money, Com-
paving the brickworks with the implement
waorks, where salaries were £2,029 and the
expenditure £140,270, it cost the eonntry
in the Ialter case only 3V%d. in manage-
ment for every pound spent,

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order; is the hon. member in order in
going into the items at this stage? He
may be in order in going into the items of
revenue, hut to disenss expenditure is, T
think, out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: I think it is in
order, on the general discussion.

Mr. SMITH: I am merely giving vari-
ous heads of ifems in order to show where
the Government are astray in estimating
the enormous inereases they have plaeed
before the Committee. That cannot he
done unless referenee is made to the de-
tails of the various items.

The Minister for Mines: Cheer up!

Mr. SMITH: I have no doubt the Min-
ister dees not like to hear these things,
hut still we must try and knoek some
sense into his head in dealing with fig-
ures.

The Minister for Lands: I un-
doubtedly admit I eannot follow you.
That i mv misfortune, of conrse,

Mr. SMITH: The manager of
State ferries received a salary of £600,

the
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The Minister for Lands: On what item
is that?

Mr, SMITH : We can refer o items as
we come to them. 'The manager of the
ferries gets £600, whereas the manager
of the Savings Bank receives a salary of
£300 odd, The two salaries are out of
all proportion to each oibher, The Water
Supply and Sewerage Department are
expected to bring in an extra £20,000,

My, Taylor: There has been plenty of
rain. -

Mr. SMITH: No doubt that is the way
the Government estimate. There bas been
plenty of rain, and therefore less scheme
waler will be uvsed, and therefore the re-
veniie of the department will be greater.
This partienlar estimate I am quite eer-
tain is a long way out. Harbour dues are
going to show aun inerease, according io
the Government, of £4,261. Goodness
knows where i is to come from, with the
shipping sospended.

. The Minister for Mines:
there be a good harvesi i
year?

Mr, SMITH: But where is the ship-
ping coming from?

The Minister for Lands: We will get
the ships.

Mr. SMITH: They are phantom ships,
I fear. BSeriously, 1 do not think there
is any possibility of the Government esti-
mate for harbour dues being approached.

The Minisier for Mines: Do you think
there is even one item of revenue that
will be reached? -

Mr. SMITIL: There will be very few
indeed, Take the Yandanooka FEstatc.

Will not
bardla this

Perratiit,

Last year the Governmeni received from

that estate a revenue of £15,000, whereas
they estimaled. £23,000. This year they
expect lo get £40,000, representing un in-
crease of soine £24,000.

The Minister for Mines: And a very
conservalive estimate, too,

Mr. SMITH: That is an enormous in-
crease. 1 presume the Government cal-
culated on this emormous increase from
the 5,000 acres sown with wheat, I do
not think they will get anything like that
return,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: The Government
expect a 25-bushel erop.
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AMr. SMITH: Corsidering the way the
wheat was sown on new country, it is
doubtful whether the return will be 20
bushels. That would give 100,000 busl-
els of wheat, from which, apparentty, the
Guvernmeni{ estiinale (o receive 3s. net
per bushel. The return will be more Like
3s. nel. The Savings Bank is credited
with an increase of £3,960 in the facc of
an almost certain reduction of revenue.
It is highly probably that the accoants
will be decreased on account of the bad
times, and on acecount of so many men
going to the war. Then there is also the
competilion from the Federal Savings
Bank, and that, I must say, is rather
serious competition. These factors will
have a seripus cffect on the revenue of

the current year, Furiher, there is a
Federal Loan, a very attractive loan.
Many people are withdrawing their

money from the State Savings Bank to
invest in that loan.

Mz, Thomas: Not much went from this
Stale towards that loan.

Mr. SMITII: QOwing to the effect of
that loan, the revenue of our Savings
Bank will be considerably curtailed. The
member for Bunbnry (Mr. Thomas) says
that not much money was sent from this
State towards the Federal Loan. There
are, however, a few more Federal loans
to come along yet. Only 13 milliong has
g0 Tar been subscribed out of 20 millions;
another 20 millions is to come on top of
that; and this State will have to find a
fair amount. The Federal loans will, no
doubt, be made attractive, and conse-
quently a decrease of deposits ih our
Savings Banks is pretty sure to oceur. [
fail, therefore, to see where the Gove:n-
ment are going to get the extra £3,960 of
revenue they expect. There are several
items I might refer to, but, in deference
to my friends opposite who think that 1
am taking rather a gloomy view of things
and that I do not see any silver lining
to the cloud, I will drop the eurtain.

The Minister for Mines: Before you
close, give us just one revenue item that
you think will veach the estimate.

Mr. SMITH: The total inerease ex-
pected by the Treasury amounts to
£499,455, ineluding £199,000 odd from
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the Railway Department. I assume—and
I am quite certain that T shall be nearer
the mark than the Government will be--
that the increase will total only about
£200,000. The position will then bhe
worse by £328,000 than the Treasurer an-
ticipates. However, that is the hon. gen-
lleman’s funeral, The member for Bun-
bury waxed rather eloguent at the ex-
peose of the Opposition for their failure
to point out where savings might be ex-
pected, Al I can say is that so many
savings might be effected as to make it
hard to know where to start and where
to finish, There is almost unlimited seope
for economy. It is no use making sug-
gestions to the Government, because they
are never accepted. The Government
poobh-pooh  anything we recommend to
them. They do not receive our sugges-
tions in the spirit in which they are in-
tended, and therefore I fail to see any
zood in offering them advice, If the Gov-
ernment would meet us in a proper spirit,
as suggested by the member for Irwin
(Mr. Jas. Gardiner), who said that ail
parties should assist to effect economies,
I am sure that members on this side of
the Chamber would be only too pleased
{o help the Government in any way. It
is not yet too late to aceept suggestions
which may be made, If the Government
are sincere 1n their expressed intention to
cut out exiravagances, members on this
gide will be glad to help them. My own
view is that in effecting economies the
proper way is to start at the fop, and I
quite agree with the remarks of the mem-
ber for Subineco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) thai
we could do with a local gentleman in
the Vice-regal position, that there is no
necessity to go lo the expense of import-
ing a Governor. This country can ill-
afford to pay an enormous amount of
salary and also pay for the up-keep of
the Vice-regal establishment. Much
wealthier States than Western Anstralia
have a local man for Governor, and I do
not see why a similar arrangement should
not obtain here. T think the Premier
stated last year thal it was not possible
to make an al{eration in the present sys-
tem wunless all the Australian States
agreed on the subject. That may be, but
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there is nothing to stop the Premier from
cufting down the salary. It might very
well be reduced to £1,000, or less, so as
to make it so unatiractive that no Eng-
lishman would eare to apply for the
position, and that, as a result, the posi-
tion would be .given to an Australian.
In my opinion, £1,000 per amnum is a
sufficient salary for the position, seeing
that the State pays the eost of the up-
keep. At any rate that salary is as much
as we can afford in these hard times, I
know that my next suggestion will not
meet with the approval of some hon.
members. It is to eut down our.own
salaries. Last year I suggested that in-
stead of paying members of Parliament
£300 per anopum, the State would be do-
ing quite sufficient, as things are, in pay-
ing them £200.

Mr. Bolton: You c¢an hand your salary
back.

Mr. SMITH: I think we should be
setting a good example by euniting down
our own salavies in order to help thé
finances of the State. A considerable
amount of money could be saved in that
direetion. The ridiculous reduction of
7.89 per cent. which was introdnced by
the Government has gone by the board
now, and T understand salaries ave being
reinstated to the old amount. It is a pity
that the Government did not, at the same
time as they abolished the reduction in
legislators’ salaries, see fit to abolish the
inereased railway freights which have
been levied on the people seitled on the
land, That ought to be done at the same
{ime. A considerable saving might also
be made in the upkeep of Parliameni
House by a redunction in the amount
allowed to members for telegrams, post-
age, and other incidentals, T heard the
other day of one member spending 33s.
in sending a dfelegram to his electors.
That is simply absurd.

The Attorncy General: Who told you?

Mr. SMITH: T daresay you would like
to know. It is quite true. It is not a
Daily News teport. Another member of
the House telephoned to his home some
trivial message at a cost to the conntry
of 2s, 6d.
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Mr. Thomas: You are becoming pretty
paltry.

Mr. SAMITH:
pencde the

If we look afier fhe
pounds will look  after
themselves. These small amounts
total up amongst so many mem-
bers, and mean a considerable sun
af the end of the year. Another unneces-
sary expenditure is to be found in the
upkeep of onr London office. 1 agree
with other hon. members that this could
be considerably reduced, and that a gen-
eral agent, instead of the Agent General,
would be quile sufficient for onr purpose.
The Minister for Works said we must
have the Agent General to superintend
the indenting. It seems to me there will
be liitle or no indenting next year; be-
sides, why cannot we do the indeniing
from Wesiern Australia, as large private
firms do? Why shonld we mainlain a
high salaried staff in London and pro-
vide them with a gorgeous motor-car in
order that they may do what we could
do as well from Periit7 It canuct br
argued that the expense is justified on
the seore of immigrafion, because re-

cenily it was made clear in fhe Heose

that the Government have no infention
of maintaining a poliey of immigration.
Se, having dispensed wilh that, we ean
very well get rid of a lot of our expenses
in London. Now I come to a little mat-
fer of which T have some personal know-
ledge.- As the member for DBunbury
knows something about pills, so T know
something about printing and stationery.
As an example: here is an envelope in
use at the.Perth Observatory, a more or
less ornamental department. They use
an envelope made of the best paper pro-
curable and, not satisfled with one prini-
ing, they send it through the machine
three times. Those who know any-
thing at all about printing will see that
this is a deliberaie waste of money. On
the envelope is printed “On His Ma-
jesty’s Service” in black; then there is
printed in blue “Perth Observatory” and
afterwards the envelope is embossed in
blue. As I say, it goes three {imes
through the machine. An ordinary busi-
nes man would use a much cheaper en-

1371
velope, costing one-tenth of what this
costs the unfortunate country.

The Minister for Tands; Did you met
that information from the Government
Printer?

Mr. SMITH: Why?

The Minister for Lands: Beeause Lhis
is sfale, An inguiry has been held on the
subjeet,

Mr. SMITH: I say the man who or-
dered that envelope to be printed in that
way oughl to have got the sack.

Mr. Tayvior: Perhaps he did not know
it was so expensive,

Mr. SMITH: T think the Government
Printer onght to be authorised to give
adviece when departmental work is
brought inio him, and to point out that
this or that feature of the work is un-
necessarily expensive.

The Minister for TLands:
already been attended to.

Mr. SMITH: I am pleased fo hear it.
I did not know it. T am drawing the at-
tention of the House to the fact that we
arg epending a tremendous lot of money
unnecessarily on praetically useiess work.
A saving of 50 per cent. could he made
in the colleetive stationery hill of the de-
partments if they would but adopt com-
mon-sense business methods. Here is an-
other case: it i a cireular letter from the
Minister for Agriculture to members of
the Houose. It is printed on the most ex-
pensive paper oblainable, and has been
through a printing machine 1wice,
printed in blue and embossed in blue
Was there any necessity to go to this
expense? Would it not have been quite
sufficient to have had a smaller sheet of
cheaper paper, printed bhut once? No
doubt each of (hese invitations has cost
the conntry 1id. or 2d. and it might have
been turned out in reasonable style for
a half-penny. In addition to the eircular
being printed on unnecessarily large
paper, it must be given a foolscap en-
velope.  Then we have the Statistical
Register for 1015. What is the use of
turning out rabbish of this sorf, with
nearly all blank pages?  Anyone who
knows anything about printing, knows
that this documeni must have cost £200
or £300 to produece; its value is prac-

That has
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tically nil. It would be quite sufficient
to have this information filed in the
monthly numbers. To go to the expense
of printing a bulky volume like this in
these lean limes is a deliberate waste of
public money. I trust the Government
will c¢lose down on these exiravagances.

‘The Minister for Lands: Now, coming
to the cost of advertising.

Mr, SMITH: It all depends on what
you mean, I am glad to see the Govern-
ment have not displayed the same lack
of inielligence in advertising as they have
in other departments of administration.
They have been wise enough to adopt the
Sunday Times and the Worker as medin
for advertising their agrienltural imple-
ments.

The Minister for Lands: Is there any
chance of economising?

Mr. SMITH: No, I think not; in fact
I would suggest that the Government
take an even bigger space. The burden
of my song is that the Government are
too confident of having a big revenue
during the coming year. I hope they
will have if, but I am afraid they will
be disappointed. I wouid like to impress
on the Government the necessity for cur-
tailing all extravagant and useless ex-
penditure. I am not opposed to any
expense involved in the real development
of thé conntry. The Stale requires a
good deal of Government assistance and
support, but when the Government de-
liberately ehuck money away I think the
time has come to ery a halt.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [7.30]:
This afternoon we have listened with
possibly eonflicting emotions to the some-
what extraordinary speech of the hon.
member for North Perth (Mr, Swmith).
He began by eomplaining that the Budget
Speech delivered by the Colonial Trea-
surer was colourless, Hearing that
complaint, one naturally thought that the
hon, memher himself intended to give us
al least something of a rose-tinted
character, and I thought perhaps he
would give us something that would be
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in the nature of a suggestion that wounld
take us out of the somewhat bad rut
which the debate has so far followed. I
am very disappointed. The hon. member
fell into a very pessimistic mood, and
gave us an uiterance which, if it repre-
sented fairly the ifrue position of the
financial state of Western Australia,
would give us very much cause for regret.
In fact, I could not help feeling, while
the hon, member was speaking, that an
impression {hat might be created outside
by those who do not happen to know the
hon, member, that these remarks would
be laken seriously, and that very much
misehief might thus be done, His re-
marks 1 thought would give the impres-
sion that we were on the rocks financially,
and making straight for the bankruptey
court. Flis suggestions, however, for
saving the ship of Blate were so paifry
as to be searcely worth consideration.
The pessimistic manner in which (he hon.
member spoke has beeu evideneed in the
remarks of some other spealers during
the debate. T want to ask hon. members
to cheer up a bit. I want those who are
inclined to take a somewhat sombre view
of things to make themselves believe, and
if possible make ollters believe, too, that
the picture is not so black as some of
our friends opposite may desire to
paint it

Mr. Bolton: It is only the Liberals who
are pessimistie, not the Country party.

Mr. CARPENTER: I do want {o say
that our friends of the Opposilion cross
benches, so far, have not drawn such
doleful pictures or taken such a pessi-
mistie view of matters generally as mem-
bers of the direct Opposition benches.
The member for North Perih appeared
to be exulting over the fact that the Gov-
ernment were in difficulties and that the
Premier had to go to the Eastern States
to hunt up some obliging “uncle” to assist
him over the hedge for the time being.
I am afraid that party feeling had mare
to do with his remarks than any desire
to help the Government, or the House,
or the country into a more prosperous
financial condition. When the present
unfortunate war broke out we had an
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assurance from the other side of the
House that during the operation of that
gigantic struggle our local politics would
wear a somewhat different aspect, that
there was to be no party bickering, and
that recognising the great calamity which
is afflieting us all, in common with other
parts of the Empire, we should stifle our
party feelings, at least #o some extent.
Mr. Allen: Provided

Mr. CARPENTER : That we should by
this means endeavonr to pul) together for
the purpose of overcoming those diffieul-
{ies which we knew that the war—if it
did not actwally bring them upon us—
would accentnate. As time has gone on,
however, that good and pions resclution
seems to have vanished into thin air, and
during this session it has been evident
that party feeling and party spirit have
again asserted themselves.

The Attorney General :
never idle.

Mr. CARPENTER: They were per-
haps oniy lying durwant, At the nre.
sent time members opposite seem to look
at evervthing from a purely partisan
point of view, and are more concerned
in diserediting the Government than they
are in helping the State to which they
profess to be loyal. This same feeling is
evidenced outside this House and is evi-
denced with our friends who call them.-
selves the Tiberal party.

Mr. Allen: Do you not think we
should be taken into the confidence of
the Government?

Mr. CARPENTER: I noticed from
something which appeared in the paper
during the last day or two that it is the
evident intention of what is called the
Liberal organisation, to use every means
in their power to commend themselves to
the people and push themselves forward,
even to the extent of making use of the
present unfortunate war, and making
political eapital and secking in some way
to remove the discredit they earned some
four or five years ago.

Mr. Allen: Tell us how the war has
affected us at the present time.

The Attorney Qeneral: It has not
nffected yom in your polities, anyhow.

They were
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Mr, CARPENTER: I regret to see
that the so-called. Liberal League has en-
deavoured—I hope it will not suncceed,
though it appears that it is likely to do
so—to work itself into the patriotic
movement and gef control in some diree-
tion or another of the expenditure of
public money in order to try and boom
itself,

Mr. Allen:
ring?

Mr, CARPENTER: I refer to a para-
graph, which 1 daresay the hon, member
himoself has seen, to the effect that some
of the prominent mewmbers of the Liberal
Teague are offering their services in con-
nection with the distribntion of gifis for
the wounded soldiers, They also offer to
distribute the money, and to send their
ladies down to carry out this work, and,
in fine, to spend other people’s money.
They have opened offices of the Liberal
League and they say to the people, “You
send your things to us for the wounded
soldiers.”

To what are you refer-

TITLAED
YV GavT

Mr. CARPENTER: They are opening
the Liberal Leagne offices, and notifying
the public that they can send their gifts
through these partizsan offices,

Mr. Allen: That is a despicable in-
sinuation.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. mem-
ber has only to read the newspaper.

The CHATRMAN: OQrvder!

Mr. Allen: I say it is a despicable
insinuation and you ought to be ashamed
of yourself.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw, He has repeated these
remarks twice. I must ask him to with-
draw.

Mr. Allen: I will withdraw if you in-
sist upon it. It is an insinuation which
ought not to be made in party peolities.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! You must
withdraw without gualification.

Mr. Allen: I withdraw without quali-
fieation.

The CHATRMAN:
vou to make a speech,

Mr, Allen: All right,

wir, Allew.

I ecannot allow
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Mr. CARPENTER: I am not sur-
prised that the hon. member does not
like my calling attention to this.

Mr. Allen: Tt is an unfair remark to
make; you ought to be ashamed of your-
self.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. mem-
ber will persist in using the expression
which 18 objected to I shall have to take
drastie measures. 1 shall have no hesi-
tation in doing so.

Mr. Allen: T have withdrawn, It is a
very unfair remark to make.

The CHATRMAN: That is all right
then.

Mr, Allen: And that is all T have said.

The CHAIRMAN: No, it is not. I
am not deaf,

Mr. Allen: Neither am I.

Mr. CARPENTER: T drew the hon.
member’s altention to the paragraph

My, Allen: Your insinnation is unfair.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is not an in-
sinuation at all. T am telling the hon.
member facts as they are reported in the
paper. I do not know whether he him-
self.

Mr, Allen: Tt does not matter what
pacty does the good, so long as the good
is done.

Mr. CARPENTER: I know that it
refleets no eredit upon the members of
the parkty who are trying to do this.

My, Allen: It is unfair and a cow-
ardly remark to make.

Mr. CARPENTER: T hope, at all
events, the public will be sufficienily
awake to (heir own intergsts nof to allow
any party or partisan mofives to use
this present unfortunate war for their
own ends.

Mr. Allen: Yon onght to be ashamed
of yomrself to make such a remark.

Mr. CARPENTER: Members of such
a party should not try to make political
capital out of the war. It is only a re-
flection on the growing partisan feeling
which has been exbibited thronghout the
dehate,

Mr. Allen: I am surprised at you.

Mr. CARPENTER: So far from en-
deavouring to help the Government in
the abnormal conditions which now ex-
ist, the only desire on the part of some
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lion. members opposite seems to be to
take advantage of these difficulties and
te make political capital for their own

advantage.

Mr, Allen: Your remarks are unfair
ind cowardly. .

Mr. CARPENTER.: The hon. mem-

her ean interject, I ask him to remove
the ¢ause. He can do it if he likes.

Mr., Allen: If someone is doing the
work, what does it matter what party
he belongs to?

Mr. CARPENTER.: If the hon. mem-
ber and his colleagues persist in this
sort of thing I shall take other steps——

Mr. Alien: Why do not you do some-
thing to help the cause also?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is addrvessing the Chair,

Mr. Allen: I thought you had the
Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: T will soon show
the hon. wember who has the Chair.

Mr. CARPENTER: The eriticism the
hon. member for North Perth indulged
in this aftermoon was typical of that
which eomes frein hon, members op-
posite, He took the financial statement,
picked out item after item, endeavoured
to diseredit the estimate of the Colonial
Treasurer, and tried to make it appear
Lhat things were very much worse than
they are. He went so far as fo say that
the Government gught to bring down a
monthly statement of their trading con-
cerns so as to show what their stocks in
hand were in order that the public might
know what the position was month hy
month. T ask the hon. member, who T
presume  knows something about the
husiness, if he ever heard of any business
coneern Wwhich gives monthly balance
sheets?

My, Male: Certainly.

Mr. Smith: Yes,

Mr. CARPENTER: Then, T do not
know of any. Will the hon. member say
that he ean name any business concern
which gives a monthly siatement of its
assets? I am speaking of a halance sheet.
The hon. member said that the Goveran-
ment ought to do what any other busi-
ness concern does, that is, give a monthly
balance sheet of their assets so that the
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public would know what stocks they had
in hand at the Implement Works and
other places.

Mr. Smith: T did not say anyibing of
the sort.

Mr. CARPENTER: 'The hon. mem-
her said the Government ought to give
every month a statemeni showing the
stocks they had in hand. Tt is an absurd
proposition to listen to, Thai is the sort
of ecriticism which emanates from mem-
hers opposite.

Mr. Bmith: They get out financial
statements of reeceipts and expenditure.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
get out a financial statement showing the
operations of their trading concerns
month by month. The hon. member
knows very well that nething more than
that can be given. One cannot have a
stock-taking every month, and without a
stock-taking one cannot tell the publie
what the assets are worth.

Mr. Smith: I know the Government
cannot, but business pevple Can.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
was far from correct when criticising the
Workers’ Compensation Fund adminis-
lered by the Government. He complained
thatl the country had £18,000 to the eredit
of the fund. That was a most remark-
able statement. fhe Governmenl have
saved money by establishing a fund, in
preference to paying heavy premiums
which would go to huild up the profits of
private insurance companies; and the
hon. member wants to blame the Govern-
ment for making an arrangement of that
nature. He misunderstood the whole posi-
tion. He thought that the Government
were in some way getting possession of
some of the workers’ premiums and not
distributing them, whereas the facts are
that the workers are getting their com-
pensation according to the Aet, und that
the cost to the State is nof as great as
it would be if the Government had con-
tinued to pay premiums under the old
arrangement,

Mr. Smith: Some of the claims are dis-
puted.

Mr. Munsie: Not nearly so many as the
private companies disputed.
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Mr, CARPENTER: 1 was amused
when the hon, member proceeded to make
suggestions which in his opinion would
help the firances. His suggestions were
really marvellous.

Mr. Bolton: The envelopes at 2s per
1,000.

Mr, CARPENTER:: I will pass by the
envelopes, and the writing paper too.
The hon. member suggested eutting down
the salary of

Mr. Smith: That touched yon.

Mr. CARPENTER: A gentleman who
holds a very high position, and to whom
we all ought to defer, The hon. member
said he would cut down the salary of
that position by £1,000

Mr, Smith: T said, by £3,000.

My. CARPENTER : So that there
would be ne applicants for the position.
What sort of a proposition is that? It
seems fo me a somewhal sneakish way of
abolishing a certain office instead of say-
ing straight out that we are going to
sholish the offica altocether,

Mr. Smith: Quite right.

Mr, CARPENTER : Instead of saying
that, the hou. member wants to cut down
the salary bit by bit until no one will ap-
ply for the position. - If that is the hon.
member’s way of doing business, 1 hope
no one on this side of the Hounse will
adopt it. I hope even that, on seecond
thoughts, the hon, member himself will not
approve of the suggestion, Next, the hon.
member found fanlt with the Agent Gen-
eral,

Mr. Swith: No.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
said that we ought io have, not an Agent
General, but a general agent.

Mr. Smith: Hear, hear!

Mr, CARPENTER: I expected cheers
from hon. members opposite, beeause ap-
parently they are not aware of what the
Agent General does in London. They do
not seem to know how important it is that
the State of Western Ausiralia should
stand as well in London as any other
State. It would he a calamily to this
State if we took isolated aclion, and re-
duced the status and the influence of our
Fondon representative while the other
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States maintained the status and influence
of their representatives, There is some-
thing about the English mind—I know
it pretty well, because I am an English-
man-—which is captivated by a little bit
of style. If every other State continued
to call its representative Agent (eneral
and we called our representative a mere
general agent, the British publie would
think there was something wrong with
Western Australia,

Mr. James Gardiner: Vietoria had a
general agent for some time,

Mr., CARPENTER: 1T heg the hon.
member’s pardon. Ie is guite wrong.

Mr. Allen: South Australia had a com.
mercial agent.

Mr, CARPENTER : But in addition to
its Agent General.

Mr. Allen: Yes. Double-banking, and
wasting of the people’s money.

Mr. CARPENTER: I happen to know
that years ago this very question came
before the South Auvstralian House of
Assembly, when a proposition was
brought forward by the Government to
reduce the status of the Agent General,
and to alter his title to general agent.
The South Australian Iouse of Assembly
refused to endorse the Government’s pro-
posal for the very reason I stated, that
Sounth Auwstralia would be making itself
small by comparison with the other
States, I am quite prepared to argue
with any hon. member whether or not
it is necessary to keep up the full num-
her of Agent General's offices in the style
we do at present, but whatever steps are
taken to retremeh in that connection
should be taken by the States in common,

Mr. Allen: Why, could we not take the
lead?

Mr, CARPENTER: I am just trying
to tell the hon. member, Simply because
we da not want to appear worse than other
States in the eves of the Brifish publie

Mr, Allen: That is all nonsense.

Mr. CARPENTER : The hon. member
interjects “nonsense,” and I suppose be
interjects what is in his mind, He knows
something about Londen, I suppose. I
had the pleasure of being there about
three years ago, and I know that then
I felt somewhat ashamed at baving to go
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into a back street to find the office of the
Agent General for Western Australia,
while the representatives of other States
had good offices in prominent streets. I
am glad our Agent General has taken
steps to obtain saitable premises, and so
to uplold the dignity of this State in
T.ondon as it should be upheld. There 15
not much chance at present of our seeur-
ing a reduetion of expenditure in eonnec-
tion with the Agent General’s office.

Mr. Allen: It is time we did.

Mr. Male: Do youn call Victoria-street a
hacl street?

Mr. CARPENTER: Next, I wish to
gay a word or two regarding the speech
of the leader of the Opposition. That
hon, member preswmably spoke the mind
of those who follow him,

Mr, Allen: Whom do you speak for?

Myr. CARPENTER: Ispeak for myself.

Me. Allen: T doubt it very mueh.

Mr. CARPENTER : I am sorry that my
remarks have a disturbing effeet upon the
tember for West Perth (Mr. Allen).

My, Allen: You started off in such a
stroin that T cannog help it

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member's
interjections are somewhat lost on .me,
because he talks rather like a machine

gun.
Mr, Allen: T will tell you outside
quietly, I am ashamed of you.

Mr. CARPENTER: The leader of the
Opposition accused the Government of
having indulged in an orgy of borrowing
and spending, and he referred to the
large amount of Loan money expended
by the present Government during the
last three or four years. "It is quite
possible that too muech has been spent
in some directions.

Mr. Allen: You admit that, do you?

Mr. CARPENTER: T admit it freely.
But T want to point out that the bulk of
that expenditure during the last four
vears has been on works—railways chiefly

—which  were authorised by our
predecessors  in office, by the TLib-
eral party when they held the reins

of government. T have here the figures
of expenditure of loan money on railways
during the last five years, and they are
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as follows: 1910-11, £747,748; 1911-12,
£1,316,800; 1912-13, £1,948,876; 1913-14,
£1,227,710; 1914-15, £673,175; a total for
the five years of £5,014,300. Now, it
comes with an ill grace from the leader
of the Opposition to chide the present
Government for having spent this money,
seeing it bas been mainly spent to carry
out works which he and his pariy auothor-
ised, seeing it is money which wouild have
had to be spent if the leader of the Op-
position and his party had remained in
office. I remember well that about two
or three years ago a motion was moved
by the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell} to the effect that the Govern-
ment were not spending Loan money fast
enough in building agricultural railways.
The member for Northam asked the
House to affirm that because the Govern-
ment were not spending Loan money fast
enough tenders should be ealled for rail-
ways and contractors should be allowed
to build the lines which the Liberal Gov-
grament had anthnrised. Now that the
money has been spent and the railways
authorised by the Liberal CGovernment
have been constructed, the leader of the
Opposition ecomes along and says that
the present Government have indulged in
an orgy of expenditure of Loan money.

Mr. Smith: But railways are not the
only thing you spend money on.

Mr, CARPENTER: Just on six mil-
lions out of ten millions has been spent
on railways. The bulk of the money has
been spent on railways. We are being
chided by the Opposition for carrying
out the works which the present Opposi-
tion authorised just before an election in
the vain hope of commending themselves
to the electors of the Stafe and obiaining
a further term of office. I am rather
surprised to find the leader of the Op-
position still boasting of the boom which
his colleague the member for Northam,
when Minister for Lands, was gunilty of
perpetrating; one of the blackest spots
in the history of the government of West-
ern Australia. We had a Minister for
Lands deliberately engineering a land
boom in the full knowledge of what land
booms mean, and what their inevitable
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result must be—collapse. In spite of that
knowledge we found the Minister for
Lands of the day sending out surveyors
to survey millions of acres irrespective
of whelber settlers could make a living
on them or not. The member for Nor-
them did that, knowing full well that it
was impossible to give settlers on those
areas railway facilities for years to
come.

Myr. Foley: Or water.

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes. In that way
untold suftering was brought on the un-
tortunale men who togk up those areas.
The result was that many of them threw
up their holdings in disgust, and went
away to give this State a bad name.
Knowing ail that, as the leader of ihe
Upposition must know, he still has the
temerity to boost the boom of five or six
years back for which he and his colleague
were responsible. Then the leader of the
Opposition adopted a pessimistic tone,
and expressed the wish that he eould see
a way out of the present unfortunate
position. 1 want 1o ask whether fhe
position is really so unfortunate as some
metbers try to make it appear to be.

Mr, Smith: It is prefty bad buying
steawers on the time payment system.

Mr. CARPENTER: There is nothing
very wrong about that, is there? Have
we not raised our loans on time payment?
I guarantee the hon. member has done
something on the (ime payment system.
1f he had not he would not be a Seotch-
man.

Mr. Smith: Tt is a bad adverlisement
for the Government.

My, CARPENTER : Nothing of the
sort. In spite of the croakings of hon.
members opposite about the present un-
fortanate position of the State, our assets
are beyond all question. There is nott a
business man in this House who would
nof be glad to take this State as it stands
to-day as a business proposition, with all
1ts assels and liabililies, and say that he
never wanted anything better.

Mr. Smith: They would not take on
the Government as well,

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
has an ingane prejudice against the Gov-
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ernment and that seems to obliterafe
every other condition from his mind. He
is willing to give it a bad name so long
as by doing that he can bring diseredit
on the Government. There is not a State
in Australia that stands better than West-
ern Australia does to-day.

Mr, Smith: Qur stocks are the lowest.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am not speaking
of the price of some of cur stocks, 1 am
speaking of the assets of the State, and
Bhey are as good as those of any other
State. While the State has its business
side, and whilst the Treasurer is handiing
that business side, there is sfill another.
The Treasurer must have some considera-
lion, not only for the pounds, shillings
and pence of the State’s transaetions but
he must bave great consideration indeed
for the masses of the people who are
dependent upon the State’s prosperity.
Our friends opposite may talk as much
as they like ahout vetrenchment but if
they were on this side they would not
dare te put into operation a poliey of
retrenchment by which they would throw
a large number of people out of work.

Mr. Allen: Why not?

Mr. CARPENTER : Because bLon.
members opposite would not have pluck
enough. If they did attempt such a thing
they would be insane. The member for
West Perth (Mr. Allen) who looks at
everything from the eash point of view
might be insans enough to do such a
thing, but I do not think his party as a
"whole would consider it for a moment.
They must consider the general well-being
of the people of the State and if it means
carrying an overdraft for a few years
it is far better to do that with assured
prospeets in view than to cut down with
an insane desive to make the ledger bal-
ance. May T just refer back to the policy
of railway building. I suppese the mem-
ber for West Perth would not dispute
the fack that we cannot expect agrieul-
tural railways to pay for the first few
years, not even in normal times. Know-
ing that to be the case in normal limes,
we cannot be surprised if in times such
as we have been passing through in re-
cent years, when crops have been more
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or less all failures, we find it diffieult to
make ends meet. Why then all this
gibing ot the Government beeause they
have oot shown a credil balance? Tt
would have been an easy thing Lo do what
was done in Victoria when the big boom
burst and the reaction set in. In some
eircles even to-day they slill hoast of
what Sir George Turner did in the way
of wholesale retrenchment. "The action
of the Government in that State caused
great soffering amongst the masses of the
people and it drvove them away from
Victoria by the thousands.

Mr. Munsie: Western Australia solved

ibe problem.

Mr. CARPENTER: Many eame here,
it is true, but I am speaking now of the
action of putting into operalion a policy
of retrenchment for the sake of showing
a eredit balance, The Treasurer to-day,
no matter whom he may be, has to con-
sider not only the guestion of cash bhal-
ance but be has to ask himself how any
action he might take will aflect the lives
and interesis and the well-being of hua-
dreds and thousands of - people whose
happiness depends upon prosperity
throughout the State. We have had a
lot of pessimistie talk about the neces-
sity for eutting down expenditure but we
have not had any real and practical sug-
gestions ns to the direction in which the
cutling down could be done. Everyone
is  willing with Mark Twain to
“Saerifice his wife’s relations,” hut when
we (alk about any policy of retrench-
ment which may affect their constitu-
ents we will find them all against us.
There is no fear whatever in regard to the
futnre of this State. I have no dread of
the defieit as it stands to-day. T believe
that with normal seasons we should have
been nearver a eash halance, although T
question, remembering ihe large outlay
on agrieultural railways, whether we can
hope to make fthem pay immediafely.
However, they are a good investment and
the question of their paying handsomely
is a matter of only a few years. Normal
harvests in the next two or three years
will solve the problem, and so I ask hon.
members not to let their prejudices
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against the Government carry them away
in the belief that becaunse there is a defi-
cit we are on the rocks. We were never
in a sounder financial position than we
are in to-day. Every pound which has
been spent on the railways is a good in-
vestment.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You should not
spend much on railways.

Mr. CARPENTER: We have spent
the bulk of our loan funds on railways.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Oh, no.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
was not in fhe Chamber when I referred
to the question of railway comsiruction
and I have no intention of repeating
what [ said, The only suggestion which
came from the leader of the Opposition
was thal we must open up our lands. I
likeg that sort of talk but hon. members
know well that the opening up of the
country means the building of additional
railways and to comsirnet more railways
means the obtaining of further loan
money, 1t is somewhat ineonsistent to my
mind for the leader of the Opposition to
first of all begin by gibing the Govetn-
ment on having spent so much loan
money, knowing too that that money has
been spent principally on railways, and
then to finish up his speech by saying
there is only one thing we can do and
that is to open up our lands and settle
the people on them. Without further
loan moneyv that eannot be done now,

The Minister for Lands: And the men
arve not here.

Mr., CARPENTER: I suppose there
are some who would still go on the land
if we gave them facilities. I am not
going to shut down on land settlement.
I am with those who say that when the
present disastrous war is over the men
who come back should have for their re-
ward an area of land on which to settle.
T think if we can finance a scheme of that
sort, either by ourselves or in conjunc-
jion with the Commonwealth authorities,
we shall be doing an aet of justice to
the men who have been fighting for us.
Do not let us have hypocritical talk about
the disastrous state of the finances when
we know that our prospecis are good,
and that we are suffering a minimum of

discomfort to-day considering that the
money market is closed to us, and that
the whole of the European market bhas
been disturbed on account of the war.
The leader of the Opposition could not
help repeating what be has said a good
many times and that was that he depre-
cated any further expenditure upon State
steamers. There has been so much said
about this unfortunate subjeet that one
almost hesilates to refer to it at all. The
subject has been dealt with until the
House must be tired of hearing it, but
even at the risk of wearying hon. mem-
bers, I may say a word or two about it.
In spite of the unfortunate experience
we have had with one State steamer, 1
still believe the people of the State fav-
onr the poliey of 2 Government line of
steamers. The fact still remains that the
first Governmeni to propose a line of
State steamers was the Wilson Govern-
ment but they had not the courage to
launch out on that policy. They simply
nibbled at it and said they proposed to
do it.

Mr. B. B. Johnston: They bought a
small ship and nsed it to bring manure
down from some place.

Mr, CARPENTER: I am speaking of
the general poliey of giving the producer
who lives in distant Nor™-West parts the
same chence of getting his goods to mar-
ket as we give the setflers in the agri-
enltural districts. T do not know that
anything ean be said against the poliey,
and the pity is that it was not begun
much earlier. The fact that we have had
one steamer which was not suitable does
not in any way diseredit that policy. It
wonld be a great mistake if the Govern.
ment were to draw back from the step
they have taken in providing the people
of the Nor-West with the chanece of
bringing down their produce and so re-
lieving those settlers in the distant paris
of the State of the incubus of the ship-
ping combine under which they have
lahoured for so long.

Mr. Male: Absolute rubbish !

Mr. Munsie: Your electors do not
think so.

Mr. Male: Yes, they do.
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Mr. CARPENTER: I believe the
Government will be carrying cut the
wish of the general public and wiil be
consulting the best interests of the State
if they proeceed, in spite of all eriticism,
to push ahead with their policy of giving
us steamships wherever those steam-
ships can be made to pay.

Mr. Male: What about the ‘‘Euela.’”

Mr. CARPENTER: T want to con-
elude by agreeing with one statement
which fell from the lips of the leader of
the Opposition. When he is right, I am
glad to agree with him.

My, Munsie: He was right once then.
It is unusnal,

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes. In refer-
ring to the profit of £15,000 or £16,000
that the Government expect to make
in connection with the water and sewer-
age works in the metropolitan area, I
am bound to say the leader of the Op-
position was on sound ground. I have
more than once in this Iouse expressed
my disagreement with the poliey of rais-
ing revenue from our trading concerns,
thereby taxing those people who happen
to use those services. I know that the
preseni Government, like others before
them, have been forced somewhat into
the position of having to get money
from every source possible.

Mr. Smith: And not particular either.

Mr. CARPENTER: And it has been
foreed on this House becanse we were
subject to another place where members
have the power to authorise or to help
us to anthorise any public work, but
when the question of bearing the cost of
sueh work or meeting the increased
necessities of the State is put before
them, and they are asked to sanction a
reasonable scheme of taxation to meet
the expenditure, they shut down upon us,
and say—‘Get your money from some
other source.”” That has foreed not only
the present Government, but previous
Governments, to get money from any
and every source possible. But it is a
bad policy, and one to which I have al-
ways objected, that we should make our
public services a source of revenue to re-
lieve us of taxation which should be

[ASSEMBLY.)

paid all round, Tf we can afford free
education and many other things which
we give our people, it must be under-
stood the services have to be paid for,
and it is not a fair thing to make the
taxpayers or consumers in any one par-
tienlar part of the State, whether gold-
fields, coast, or elsewhere, pay more
than is neeessary for the serviees ren-
deved to them, Ihat we might indivectly
fake from them a measure of taxation,
and so make up o loss upon something
from which they get no advantage. I
hiope as soon as our finances improve the
Government of the day will tackle this
problem, and see if we cannot pay hon-
estly by taxation for those things which
must be paid for, and then charge only
4 sufficient margin for public services
to allow them to render these services
faithfully and make them pay interest,

.sinking fund and the cost of mainten-
ance.

Mr. Smith: And if they do not, will
you come over here?

Myr. CARPENTER: T suppose in due
time I will get over there. It might he
a long time, but it will not be the first
time that I have sat in opposition, When
that does net happen, I hope I shall be
spared from ever indulging in the
croaking, pessimistic utterances we have
heard from some hon. members on that
side of the House during this debate.

My, Smith: You will be spared be-
cause there will be no oceasion to do so.

Mr. CARPENTER : I helieve many of
those utterances are not quite as sincere
as we might expect them to be. They
are simply used to throw discredit on
political opponents.

Mr. Allen: You have been doing that
from the very outset.

Mr. Male: Is the hon, member right
in refleeting on members on this side of
the House by saying they are insincere?

Mr. Allen: He has beeen doing that
all the evening, and doing worse than
that.

Mz, Bolton: It is not a reflection.

Mr. Male: It is not a reflection on me
because I have not spoken, but I think
it is an unfair reflection on members
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who have spoken and should be with-
drawn.

The Attorney General: Does the hon.
member take it personally?

Mr. Male: T do, as regards members
generally on this side.

Mr. CARPENTER: If the hon. mem-
ber has not spoken my remarks eannot
apply to him.

Mr. Allen: Yoor remarks have been
ingincere and you should be ashamed of
yourself.

Mr. CARPENTER: I think members
who have made these eroaking and pes-
simistic utterances will, in their calmer
thoughts, regret having given voice to
them.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.21]:
I would like to preface the few remarks
I feel it incumbent on me to offer on this
debate by saying that as far as polities
are concerned, I am at opposite poles wilth
lion. members on the Government side,
buf still our differences might easily be
counted upon the fingers of one hand.
Although I might be at opposite poles fo
mentbers on the Government side wilh re-
gard to politics T have always endea-
voured to place before me since I have
had the honour of being in Parliament
this ideal, that Western Australia should
come first and party next. Never per-
haps in the history of the State has a
Budget been introduced with brighter
prospects from within, or a more anxious
ountlogk from abroad. At the present
lime the position of Western Australia,
go far as its outlook is concerned, is as
bright as it ever was in the history of
the State.

Mr. Allen: YWe all agree with that.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And in dis-
russing the Budget, no hon. member has
referred to this fact. T remember in the
olden days when my chief, Sir John For-
rest, introduced his Budget speech, he
always talked about the general pros-
perity of the country and the good rains
we had had, and he even took credif to
the Government in cases snch as this, for
the boontiful rains Providence had given
ns. Members, in disenssing the Estimates,
zeem to have lost sight of the bright pros-
pect before the State. Never before has
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the outlook been brighter, Very often,
in the past, we have had a fine season in
the agricultural distriets, while in the
North we have been experiencing a
drought, but to-day from Wyndham to
Albany we have one of the finest seasons
which has ever been experienced. The
North-West, which was suffering under a
drought, has had bountiful rains; the
grass and herbage throughout that coun-
try is better than it has been perhaps in
the history of the State. In the Rastem
agrienltural areas, which had been visited
in the last 12 months with one of the
worst droughts Western Australia has
known, we have the finest season for
agriculture whieh we eould possibly wish.
Although the farmers of this State have
been hard hit and perhaps still have their
backs against the wall, T am satisfied that
when this rebuff came, they set their
teeth and said they were going fo carry
through, and the farmers, [ am confident,
will earry through. I regret that the hon.
member for Fremanile (Mr. Carpenter)
should have raised the righteous wrath
o8 the moembor for Waet Parth (W
Allen) in the remarks he made regard-
ing the ladies of the Liberal League tak-
ing part in the reception fo the returned
soldiers.

Mr. Carpenter: I made no objection to
that.

Hon, H. B. LEFRQY: That was purely
and simply all that was done. Those
ladies simply took up the cause because
they were an organised body to a certain
extent and were acquainted with each
other, and I am confident there was no
thought of politics in conneetion with the
work they did. It was done In a spirit
of kindness——

Mr. Allen: And patriotism.

Mr. Carpenter: Why not work through
the Red Cross movemeni?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : As an organised
body they thomght they were capable of
carying out this work better than per-
haps unorganised persons. The DPre-
mier's speech was as nsual a mass of fig-
ures which i was diflicult to follow to a
salisfactory conclusion. I have been ac-
customed all my life to doing things, and



1382

have endeavoured, if possible, to show a
good balance al the end of the year. This
year, unfortunately, T have not been
able to do so.

The Minister for Liands: You are not
the only one.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The principzl
note of the Budget was the difficalty of
obtaining money, and the fact was em-
phasised that the Estimates, even as pre-
sented, depended largely on obtaining
funds in the future. This must natur-
ally be the case. It is impossible under
present conditions to estimate what will
happen in the near future, and we can
only live in hope, and have faith in being
able to carry through the business rela-
Lions of this Stale. In face of that, the
remarkable thing is the Treasorer esti-
mates that we shall receive £376,374 more
revenue than we actually received last
vear. I hope the hon, gentleman will be
right in his estimate, but I fear that
under presenf conditions he will not he
able to realise this increased amount.
Still, T am not one who desires to take
a pessimistic view of the position of this
Stale, and T hope we shall he able to tide
over the presenl trying time, and at the
end of the finaneial year will be able to
show an even better balance,

The Minister for Lands: I really think
he has under-estimated the revenue.

The Hon, H. B. LEFROY: QOut of 36
ilems embracing Stafe revenne, a large
number are purely trading concerns. I
do not believe that these will give the re-
sults estimated.

My. Taylor: The railways are going to
be the chief faetor, according to the
Budget speech,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I hope that
with the fine season before us the railways
will be able to do good business this year,
I myself see nothing to prevent it. If
we lake these eight trading concerns, we
find that the expenditure is estimated at
£513,221 and the revenue at £515,300.
Should these estimates be realised, the
profit will be a little aver £2,000, but if
we are te allow for interest on eapital,
which is not taken into account, we shall
he short of something like £20,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: Those are
only estimates of reeeipts and expendi-
ture.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: Nothing is be-
g allowed for depreciation and nothing
for interest on money.

The Minister for Works: Not in the
Estimates. s

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Not in the Esti-
mates as we have them placed before us.
I do not think the country ean look on
this as a satisfactory position, The ques-
tion of State emterprise is one on which
I am at the opposite pole relatively to
the Government, In my opinion it is
ngainst the interests of the Stafe that the
Government shonld engage in all these
enterprises, I Lnow perfeetly well that
I shall meet with the reply, “We have the
railways and other concerns which are
run by the State.” DBut the railways are
a monopoly, a State monopoly. I should
be sorry if the State established mono-
polies in every line of business through-
out Western Australia. I am opposed
to Staie enterprise carried to that extent,
because in my opinion the resull is to sap
the vitality of the people. It is the peo-
ple that have to make Western
Australia, and not the Government that
liave to make Western Aunstralia, T my-
self think that the people should be given
full seope for all their enterprise and all
their energies. We want capital as well
as people in this country; and eapital, to
my mind, should not be discouraged by
the State’s taking on enterprises which
should be left to private individuals.
For that reason I am opposed to the en-
terprises to which I have referred, and I
think it would be much better in the in-
terests of the Siate if all of them were
left to private persons. We are told that
we have a shipping combine—I know
nothing abont the shipping combine—
and that therefore it is necessary for the
Government to start steamers in order to
break up the combine. I am always open
to conviection. If lon. members or any
one outside this House can satisfy me
that there is a shipping combine either

here or anywhere else in Anstralia that is

vitally interfering with the best interests
of this State, I would offer my services
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to do everything possible to prevent it.
No doubt it is a fine cry and sounds well
io say. “There is the shipping combine:
of course il i3 a most objectionable thing
and we will endeavour to stop it in the

interests of the primary producer.” But -

I cannot find the shipping combine. Ever
since 1 entered TParliament, nearly 25
vears ago, I have heard of a meat ring.
Cp to the present time 1 have sought
for this meat ring, and have not been
" able to iind it,

Mr. Bolton: Not during the 25 years?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: No. The meat
ring must have been of vital importance
to me as a grower of meat. At the time
1 speak of 1 was a squatter—now I am
werely a4 cocky—and my bread and bnt-
ter at that time depended upon the
amount of meat and wool I produced. If
there had heen a meat ring against me,
it would have been advantageous to mwe to
know it; and 1 was always endeavouring
to discover this wmeat ring. It is a
peculiar thing that (he meat ring bogey
started here with the mtroduction of re-
sponsible Government. At the present
time the meat ring appears to be dead,
hut we have other bogeys in the form of
shipping combines and so forth which
have bheen raised since to frighten the
public of this State. We have another
State enterprise in the Yandanocoks es-
tate farming and grazing proposition. I
know the AMlinister for Agrieulture takes
a great inlerest in this enterprise, which
I think is one of his pei hobbies at the
present time. The revenue from this estate
is esiimated at £40,000 for the current
year, and ilbere is to be an expenditure
of £25,371, the difference being £14,629.
Here is an estate of something like 60,000
acres. I know it pretty well; T am
speaking now of somecthing that I do
know of—a business T have been engaged
in all my life. All 1 can say is that if
the Government are going to make
£1:4,629 out of the Yandanooka estate
this year, they are very much cleverer
than the rest of us. T have seen it stated
that the profit from the wheat has been
based on a return of 7s. per bushel, I
liope the Minister for Agrienlture has
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not based this estimate on a return of
Ts. per busbel.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: I personally—
and I am sure my friends on the cross
benches are with me in this—only wish
that the farmer could estimate his re-
turns on a price of 7s. per bushel for
wheat, T helieve that even many hon.
members opposite would be glad if the
same thing occurred.

Mr. Willwott: It makes us smile to
think of it.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY: What we want
in tlis Chamber 15 a distinet and open
halance with regard to these State trad-
ing conecerus, lo show exaclly how the
profits are made out. When one comes
to econsider the amount lbat was paid for
the Yandanooka property—I do mnot
know how it was purchased, but prob-
ably it was paid for in bonds bearing
4 per cent. interest

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: In that ecase
the interest would amount to something
like £6,000 a year, and that amount has
to be deducted from the estimated profit
of £14,629, reducing it to about £8,000.
Tf the Gtovernment ean make a profit of
£8,000 out of Yandanocka estate this
year, all T ean say is they will be doing
a great deal better than the rest of us
conld do in the circumstances. I know
full well that Yandanooka is a very fine
properly, hut it is not all first class land.
There is a good denl of second class land,
as well as the first elnss land on the east
side of the railway.

The Minister for Lands: More than
that was made out of it by the original
hiolders the year before it was bought.

ITon. H, B. LEFROY: Did the origi-
nal holders satisfy the Government of
that?

The Minister for Lands:
ager did.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I wonder the
original holders sold. Tf I had a pro-
perty of that sort, off which I could
make all that money, I would nol be so
veady to part with i, My endeavour
would be to keep it. As T have stated
before in this House, what I abject to is

The man-
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that we are not furnished with the exact
position as regards these coneerns. I
am not going to attack the Government
and say that lhey are concealing things.
The want of information appears to
spring from departmental reasoms, T
object to these State trading concerns
because they cannot be managed in the
way an ordinary man manages his busi-
ness. There is so much departmental
tape and departmental ramifieation that
one cannot get the returns as promptly
as an ordinary individual would get them
from his business. As I have already said,
I do not think the present is a time when
we should engage in party polities pure
and simple any meore than we can pos-
sibly help. When I said that, however,
I added that it largely depended upon
the altitude which the Government took
up with regard toc members of this
Chamber. 1 also said that the responsi-
bilily remained with the Government,
that the responsibility was mnot ours.
If the Government would only take

the Committee into their confidence,
and if the Government would not
enter into these Jarge wndertakings

withont information baving hecen first
supplied to the House when in session, I
think it would be a great deal better
for Ministers and a great deal better for
the country at large. Lately we have had
the Government entering into large ex-
penditure in the purchase of a steamwer
whilst Parlinment was sitting and with-
out Parliament having any knowledge of
the matter. I myself think that if the
Assembly is to have control of the purse
strings, members shonld Lknow how
money is going to be spent and when it
is going to be spent. I will admit that
there are times when Ministers should
take upon their own shoulders the re-
sponsibility for expenditure. That may
he so perbaps in a time of dire distress.
Then Ministers might spend money and
come to Parliament afterwards to ratify
the expenditure. But the puorchase of
this steamer is not a case like the pur-
chase of the Sunez Canal shares by the
late Lord Beaconsfield. The purchase of
the steamer was an ordinary business
transaction, although involving a con-
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siderable expenditure for a State like
Western Australia; and I think tha
Parlinment should give authority for the
expenditure of meney in any direction
suelt as that. These are the reasons why
the Qovernment find members on this
side of the House so bitterly opposed to
many of the transactions that take place
from time to time. The leader of the
Opposition was twitted by the last
speaker with dealing in a way that he
should not have done wilth the finanees
of the country. I must, however, remind
the hon, member who objected that it is
the duty’ of the leader of the Opposi-
tion to eriticise the Administration of
the day, and to endeavour to the
best of his ability to place the
conntry in possession of his views with
regard to the stale of the finances as if
appears fo him. For my part, I helieve
that that was done honestly and in good
faith Dby the leader of the Oppositior
when delivering his speech on the Budgel
introduced by the Premier. It has been
said that the policy of State eaterprises
adopted by the present Government has
been endorsed by the people who re-
turned them to power. I must admif
that. The people somefimes lose thei:
heads, and I think the people of this
country lost their heads on the occasion
when they gave the CGlovernment imstrue.
tions to enter into these socialistic enter
prises, TWhed an election ecomes round,
there are always one or two issucs whiek
are made to eonceal all the many mino:
issues likely to be brought before the
publiec. That is one of the tricks, if 1
may say so, in playing the game of party
polities. When an eleclien comes round
those who are leading a parly look oul
for something that will overshadow
everything else and blind the people tc
the many minor malters swhich collee-
tively are perhaps of greater importance
to the State than the large issue in whieh
the people are induced to take a keener
inferest, At the last election, although
the Government were refurned with a
majority, T am safe in saying that the
people of this country did wot entirely
endorse the full policy of hon. members
opposite from Alpha to Omega. A great
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deal has been said about our sinking fund
and the method of its investment. It
has been suggested that the amount ow-
ing for this year should he invested in
debentures, or other form of stock issued
during the present financial year. The
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
has given his opimion that this would be
illegal, but the member for Subiaco (Mr.
B. J. Stubhs} rose in his place and pooh-
poohed the opinion of my learned friend,
the member for Canming. Personally I
would prefer to take the opinion of the
member for Canning as against that of
the member for Subiaco on questions per-
taining to law, and althongh it might be
argued that it is not striefly necessary
that our sinking fund should he invested
in old stock, still no doubt the spirit of
ihe Act dealing with ihe malter implies
that it shonld be spent in old stock and
not in new debentares. I would like the
Premier to consult his financial advisers
in London as to whelher they think it
would he wise for Western Anstralia to
invest the sinking fund in new stock. 1L
am quite eertain that he will reeeive but
one answer, namely, “No.” To do that
would make it appear to the world that
we Wwere in extremis finaneially, and that
would certainly be detrimental te the in-
terests of Western Anstralia. Again,
the member for Subinco informed the
Honse ihat beeause we had a defieit last
year, of necessily the sinking fund was be-
ing paid out of loan money. If a man
has a deficit of £300 at the end of the
vear, he cannot say his liabilities have
been paid by the monev he borrowed
from the bank. A cerlain amount has
heen paid, up to £300, but no more.

Mr. Taylor: The deficit is paid out of
loan money.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Yes, bui what
T maintain is that the sinking fund is
not paid out of loan money. Moreover,
T consider it is conirary fo the Aet that
it should be paid out of loan money.

Mr. Taylor: It is paid out of general
revenue, but when the revenue does not
meef the expenditure you must find it out
of loan monev.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: But you have
paid this before yon arrive at that posi-
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tion. You have a revenue of, say, £5,000
and an expenditure of £5,500. The £3,000
has to be paid out of revenne; and the
other £500 has to be borrowed. How-
ever, you do not borrow the money ta
pay the sinking fund, bat to pay some-
thing else. I maintain it is contrary to
the provisions of our Act to pay sinking
fund out of loan. Section 10 of the Aet
reads—
Four years after the date of the
. issue of any inseribed stock or deben-
tures, contributions to the sinking fund
for the redemption thereof shall com-
mence fo acerue; and thereafter until
the redemplion of such inseribed stoek
or debentures, the Treasurer shall, in
- each half-year ending respectively on
the thirty-first day of December and
the thirtieth day of June, appropriate
out of the general revenunes and asseis
of the State a sum of at least five
shillings per eentum on the total
nominal amount of all inseribed stock
or debentures then in eireulation,

That has to be taken out of the general
revenne and ossets of the State. I do
not think that, by any streteh of the
immagination, one could erll loan money
general revenue. I am certain it was in-
tended in the Aet that this sinking fand
should be paid out of the ordinary rev-
enne of the State, and it is paid out of
thai at the present time.

Mr. Taylor: As long as revenue lasts
all moneys are paid out of revenue.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Yes, but this
money has to be found out of revenue,
and something else paid out of loan
money. )

Mr. Taylor: It is the intention of Lhe
Aet, but it does not always work out.

Hon, H. B. LEFREOY: As I remarked,
T wonld like the Government to consult
their financial advisers at Home. I am
certain they would be recommended to
leave the matter of investment of our
sinking fund as it stands. The Agent
Cleneral’s department has eome in for a
considerable amount of eriticism during
the debate. I feel some diffidence in ex-
pressing an opinion about this. But I
must admit that, sinee I vacated that
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office, the expenditure has gone up very
extensively.  For my part, I shall be
pleased to Lelp hon. members to come to
a satisfactory and fair conclusion in re-
gard to this matter.

Mr. Allen: What did the office cost
during your term?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I cannot say
exactly, but I know the expenditure has
gone up very considerably, An Agent
General in London is thought more of
than he is in Western Australia. In.
London the Agent General is looked upon
as a representative of a State, as a wan
of some considerable importance, a man
who is sent there to represent his country.
He is honoured on that account, and it is
due to the State that (be office should be
clothed with some dignity.

The Attorney Genmeral: It should com-
mand respeet.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: It should he
clothed with a proper dignity. It is
necessary that it should first have a title.
That may be considered nothing here, but
it is something in the eyes of the people
at the other end of the world. During
my fime, the South Australian Govern-
ment decided to make their Agent Gen-
eral a general agent, and to ¢all him that.
He was there for about 12 months as a
State agent, but after that he was back
in his old poesition of Agent General
He had pointed oui that it detracted
from his position in London and led the
British public to think that South Aus-
tralia was perhaps not so important as
some other Australian States. In those
days people did not know as mueh sbout
Australia as fhey do to-day. Even now
it is wonderful the amount of ignoranece
in some quarters in regard to Australia.
A large number of people in England do
not even know that Australia is inhabited
entirely by Britishers. They think it is
a long way away, and there has not been
in England that feeling which should ob-
tain in regard to Australia. But ab the
time of the Boer war people hegan to
realise that there was such a place as
Australia, and to realise also what the
conntry was capable of; and now, with
Anstralia engaged in fighting the batiles
of the Empire in this present disastrous
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war, Australia will come still more promi-
nently before the people of Great Brit-
ain, who will realise more and more what
Australia is, how thoraughly Briiish and
loyal it is, and how Australians are huiit
up of the same precious blood as they
are themselves. We are frequently asked
why we on this side do not advance some
constructive eriticism, Hon., membars
know it is of no use asking members on
this side for constructive eriticism. Mem-
bers on the Government side would never
build with brieks made by the Opposi-
tion, no matter in what form those hricks
were elothed, even though they were
coated with silver or with gold. The in-
cidenece of our party politics prevents
the Government of the day building with
bricks which have been made by members
of the Opposition. So when we are
asked for eonsiruetive criticism,” we ara
asked for something which I am certain
Ministers wounld not follow out. Althongh
I have not had the pleasure of seeing
hon. members opposite sitting on this
side of the House, still I was able fo
wateh the party polities of the House
from my peaceful oeeupation in the coun-
try, and to follow what took place in
Parliament,

Mr. Taylor:
then.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T thought to
myself, “what is Parliament becoming?”
I thought, “what violent people the mem-
bers of this new party are.”

Mr, Taylor: Wait till we get over there
again.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T thought fo
myself, “what a terrible thing to be in
office, and to be criticised by an Opposi-
tion sueh as that is; they never make
hricks expeciing the QGovernment fo
use them.” But I saw very often
that they hurled bricks loaded with words
against the Ministerial benches, and that
it was endeavoured to make them burst
like shells and destyoy and remove hon.
members from those benches. So, when
hon. members opposite tackle members
on this side with offering no constructive
criticism, they know well that they ave
asking us to do something which T am

Party feeling rar high
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quite certain they would not be prepared
to follow, even if we did it.

Alr. Foley: We had the warning from
the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. M. B. LEFROY: We warned
hon. members opposite not to get into
pitfalls. We do not wish to seec them
do so. When we saw them going blindly
along with the chance of tumbling into
dirve pitfalls, we endeavoured to clear the
path for them.

The Attorney General: To give them
a push and a kiek.

Mr. Taylor: You are a sort of Opposi-
tion with a cow-catcher on.

Mr. Foley: Since the leader of the
Oppositiion speke, we have laken his ad-
vice and now we have a surplus for the
month.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Youn rvequire a
magnifying glass to see it.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Hon. members,
T think, wonld have been up in arms and
perhaps would have indulged in an even
wore scverc criticiam under the presont
cireumstances than the leader of the
Opposition did on the oceasion when he
spoke a few nights ago.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And used move
violent langnage.

Hon. B. B. LEFROY: T have no in-
tention of delaying the ITouse at thig
time! T shonld be glad to reach the items
on the Estimates and to see Parliament
aloge for the present as early as- possible
with deceney and as soon as we can let
the Government go. It is necessary, how-
ever. in the interests of the State that
we should have, if we can possibly get
it from the Government, certain informa-
tion from them before Parliament rises.
T hope the Government will give the
House that information which we require
and which the country needs so much at
the present juncture.

The Attorney General: We give vou
all the information.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: 1 think there
ought to be less of these dealings which
we hear about. 1 do not want to call
them by the name of seeret contracts but
T think the Government have no right to
enfer upon the expenditure of huge sums
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of money without coming before Parlia-
nwent in order to get anthority for such
expendilnre. That is what I objeet to.
1 think the Government ouglt not teo
enfer upon this course if they desire to
have friendly eriticism instead of an
adverse crificism from this side of the
House. The Government have carried
aut their policy of Siate socialism. It
is a part of their policy, no doubt, and
no doubt they believe in it. I, in com-
mon with many other hon. members on
this side of the House, disapprove of it.
The time will ¢come, T am certain, when
the people in Lhis conntry will say in no
uncertain voice that they are opposed to
soeial enterprises. T am of opinion that
they have signally failed. The time has
come for the Government of the day to
hold their hands in this respect. If they
do not do so it will soon be too late.

Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [9.3]:
The Premier in introducing the Esfimates
referred to the question of economy. It
was satisfactory to find that the Premier
has diseovered thai he needs fo exercise
economy. I hope that economy will be
shown in a practieal form in the ensuing
year. In ecarrying out that economy the
Premier also said that it must not he
earried ocuf so as te interfere with the
efficieney of the civil servants. 1 think
hon. members will agree with that
poliey, Tt shonld not be ecarried
out in sueh a way as to affeet
the efficieney of the service of the
country. At the same time I (think
it is a trouble for the Treasurer to find
the money to pay the salaries, for very
often these salaries are not fully
earned, T am not accusing the ecivil ser-
vanls or anyone else in the Government
employ of being slackers., There are in
many of the departments men who are
not fully oceupied and who are looking
and waiting for work part of their time,
and when the work does come along it
frequently hangs very heavily on their
hands and they do not earn their money.
[ cannot for a wmomeni advise the Gov-
ernment to go in for a system of re-
trenchment just now. We have too many
unemnloved in our midst, and it would
be better if the Government wounld try
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and find employment for these people
who are out of work. A glance at the
Estimales for last year will show that
they were not compiled in as carveful a
manner as they might have heen, The
actnal receipts were £167,000 below the
estimate. In looking over the list of
over-estimates we find that there was a
sum of £286.942 and the under-estimates
total £119,000 odd. showing that some-
thing like a sum of £400,000 is wrong in
the Estimates in that case, This proves
that the Estimates have not had that eon-
sideration which they should have had. I
think there is less exeuse for these errors
becanse of the fact that these Estimates
were not introduceed until very late in the
vear. In faet, I think nearly half the
vear had gone by when the Estimates
were submjiied to the House. There
should not have been such disparity in
the realisation of the Tistimates as there
anpears tn have been, The greatest loss
for the vear under consideration was the
shortage of revenne in railway receipls.
which rerresented an amonnt of £154.238.
T think the Government should have heen
assured of the faet that the harvest would
be a failure that year.

Mr. Foley: Who was to assure them of
this?

M+, VERYART: Evervone knew it at
the time the Estimates were under con-
sideration.

My, Folev: Who shonld have assured
the Government that we were not going
to have a zond harvest?

Mr. VERYARD: The fact was esfab-
lished hv December last when the Fsti-
mates were under consideration. Fvery-
one knew that the harvest was a failure.
There should not have heen an over-
estimate or shortage of £154.000. With
rezard to works and indusfries, we find
anather under-estimate of £107.000 odd.
Probablv members are hecoming accus-
fomed to the fact that these industries
are ever incrensing in cost to the cauntry.
The Premier also stafed, when speaking
on the Bndeet some faw weeks azo. that
nearly all the Ministerial denartments
showed a decrease of expenditure pro-
vided for the coming wear. Tn the de-
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partment controlled by the Minister for
Eduecation we find, however, thaf there
18 an exeess of something like £10,000. T
congratulate the Minister for Edueation,
and upon the fact that he has been able,
notwithstanding the stringency of the
finances of the State, to get an increase
for his department this year. T feel that
he will put the money to good use, and
that it is needed.

My, Foley: How about your poliey
of charging the State school children 2s.
and 1s. a week respectively?

Mr. VERYARD: It was not my po-
liey.

Mr. Foley: You voted for it.

Mr. VERYARD: I did not.

Mr. Foley: You did.

Mr. VERYARD: T did not.

Mr. Foley: I have seen your vote in
Hansard, ]

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. VERYARD: I voted on a no-con-
fidence motion against the Government
moved by the then leader of the Op-
position.

Mr, Foley: They made a party nues-
tion of it and you voted for 2s. and 1s.
respectively being charged, to the State
school children. Youn were against free
edueation.

Mr. VERYARD: I hope the Esti-
mates have been prepared with more con-
sideration this year than they were last
vear, and that the Colonial Treasurer
will give us in some practical form the
economies it is hoped to exercise dur-
ing the coming year. The deputy leader
of the Opposition has dwelt on the State
trading coneerns for some time. T do
not intend to dwell upon them myself ex-
cept to say that personally I do not be-
lieve in the Government interfering with
private enterprises. I believe that pri-
vate enterprises will provide all the re-
requirements that are needed for this
particalar State. T think many hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds have
been expended on these enterprises
which could have been spent in
harbours and railways and other pub-
lic utilities, and that the State would
have benefited very mueh more than it
has by this interference with the indus-
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tries of the people of the State. The
hon. member for Williams-Narrogin
(Mr. E. B. Johnston) when speaking on
the reduction of the salaries of eivil ser-
vants, went on to say that members
on the Government side of the House
agreed to a reduction of their own sal-
aries. I do not think the bon. member
meant to iufer that members on his side
of the House were the only members of
the House to agree to a reduction of
their salaries. I think, however, the in-
ference might be drawn outside that it
was only agreed to by his side of the
House.

Mr. E, B. Johnston: I did not suggest
that.

Mr. VERYARD: 'This meaning might
have been conveyed by the remarks of
the hon. member. I think members will
recollect that a motion was suppnrted
by this side of the House for a reduc-
tion of £100 a year, about four times
as much as the amount that we have sub-
sequently decided to deprive ourselves
of.

Mr, 'laylor: Try again and see how
you get on,

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: Members of all
parties agreed to the request of ihe Gov-
ernment,

Mr. VERYARD: I bave heard from
one of the aborigines that the Aborig-
ines Department bad refused to distri-
bute blankets as usual to our needy na-
tixes, Perseonally, I hope this is not true.
If it is true, then I think it is a shame
that these poor decrepit natives should
be deprived of these comforts. With re-
ference to the policy of the Commis-
sioner of Railways, I think that so far
as the men are concerned, it is a lttle
mixed. I heard the other day of the
case of a man working at the Midland
Junetion shops having been sacked.

Mr. Taylor: Because he was a Lib-
eral ?

Mr. VERYARD: I do not know that.
I do not think he would be. He was em-
ployed at the works there, and, during
the period when the men were working
44 hours a week and his income was ac-
cordingly reduced by the department, he
desired to add a little more to his in-

1389

come by working on Saturday afternoon
or morning to make it up. This man
has a wife and seven children to sup-
port, and I think he might be excused
if he endeavoured to earn a little more
outside the usual hours,

The Minister for Lands: Is mot that
the fellow who works as a scene shifter
at all the shows which come heref

Mr. VERYARD: I do vot know.

The Minister for Lands: I think yon
will find that he has been doing that.

Mr, VERYARD: I do not know any-
thing about the man. T beard that he
had a wife and seven children to support
and that he was dismissed because he
worked a little overtime on Saturdays.

Mr. Heitmann : 1t is a regulation asked
for by the employees of the railways.

AMr. VERYARD: If the prineiple was
adopted and was puf into effect as out-
lined by the Labour party some years
ago, that is the principle of one man one
job, certainly the department would
have done rizht in dismissing this man
But there is a clerk in the Railway De-
partment who is earning £200 a year and
whose wife is earning £400 a year in the
city. It seems to me tbat ome of these
two should give up his or her position.

Mr., Smith: I do not see why a man
should work when his wife is earning
£400 a year.

Mr. VERYARD: That is a fact that
I wish to draw attention to. There is
another point in eonneetion with the
Railway Department I want to refer to.
A friend of mine applied for a posilion
as conductor on the tramways. He was
told he was too old, and that they only
employed young men. It is well known
in the old counfry that young men
have been dismissed so that they
might enlist, and old men and women
have been put on in their positions.
While I would not ask that any yonng
man should be dismissed from his
employment here, I think when vacancies
occur young men should not be engaged;
they should be given the opportunity to
enlist.

Mr. Taylor: What age was this man
who was turned down?
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AMr. VERYARD: About 45. The mem-
ber for Leonora (Mr. Foley) when speak-
ing on the Estimates, and when referring
to the departmental work, said that
supervision in the melropolitan area was
indifferent, and that the supervisors had
been pitehforked into their billets. T
am not prepared to go to the same extent
as the hon. member in saying that the
supervisors are unfit for their work, but
I do believe a good proportion are unfit
for their positions. I know of one
glaring cuse where work was pro-
longed, and then it was not car-
ried out in a satisfactory manner.
I am informed by contractors that
work done by them is more strictly
supervised (han Government work. The
contractors state that the object is to
enable them to ask higher prices for
their work. I hardly think it is fair that
the department should decline to give
estimates for the works they undertake.
It seems to me fhat the only reason for
refusing is that they are afraid they will
not get value for the money which they
pay to their workmen. A matter to
which my attention was drawn recently
was the charge made for excess water,
and in regard to which T inferviewed
the department some time back, A
charge was made for excess water, but
the owner of the property was entitled to

a proporlion of it. The explanation
given to him was that the depart-

ment took the opportunity of read-
ing the meters len days before the end
of December, and ten days after. In the
ease under review, the meter was read ten
days hefore the end of December, and
the consumer had a considerable balance
due lo his credit. But when the bill came
in in the following year he found that he
was charged for the use of all that water
which he was aclually enlitled to use
withont having to pay excess. The charge
for excess, however, wias made and he
got no rebate whatever, Te should have
been credited with the water which was
gtill his dne, but that was not done, T
hope the Minister will see that the affairs
of the department are carried on on more
businesslike lines. I have some sym-
pathy with the member for Leonora in
his desire to permit prisoners to join
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the expedifionary forces. There are a
number of short-sentenced men who,
show that it is their desire to reform, and
many of them would prove themselves gooil
soldiers if they were allowed (he privilege
to enlist. During last session I asked the
Premier if he was aware of the over-
crowded state of the Hospital for the
Insane at Claremont, and as to whether
it was his intention lo provide further
accommodation, The Premier stated that
be was aware that the instilution was
overcrowded and ihat the question of
providing further accommodation was
nhder consideration. But I do not see
that any sum has been placed on the Es.
timates this year. The institution is still
overcrowded. In conclusion I desire
briefly to enter my protest against the
continnance of the carrying out of seeret
contracts, I think the Honse has a right
to he eonsulted in matters of this descrip-
tion, and T hope in fature the Govern-
ment will give members an opportunity
of discussing these matters.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [9.22]: I com-
pliment the deputy leader of the Opposi-
tion on his optimistic utterances with
regard to the State generally. I agree
with him that if we have a bhountiful
season it will menn inerensed railway
freights, und employment will be found
for a great number of men at the wharves
and everywhere else, while it will spell
prosperity for the State gencrally.® Wilh
regard to the outlook on the Murchison,
from Mullewa right up to the far North-
West, everything in the garden looks
Iovely, Squatters are now bringing a lot
of fat stoek down from the North-West
and they are increasing their herds, 1
am referring to this se as (o be able to
mention that a squatter in our distriet,
Mr. Mechan, engsiged 4 special train on
the 27th of last month in order to bring
250 head of stoek down, When he got to
Mullewa the train had to be stopped and
the eattle taken out, because 60 of them
were down and 30 of them were dead.
The owner of the stock made a great
ecomplaint regarding the stock on the
journey down, and I think it is up to the
Government to assist this gentleman, who
has done so much pioneering work, to
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get his stoek to market witbout so much
injury heing done to thewm. OQur train
service from Meekatharra is very unsatis-
factory. The irain is a mixed one, in
fact it is practically a stock train. There
has not been an occasion lately when this
train has not carried stock, I think the
Government should separate the passen-
ger from the stock trains, and also pay
some attention lo the comforts of the
passengers, who have fo travel on that
line, The promise which was made before
the Wongan Hills line was completed has
not been carvied out in regard to com-
forts. One leaves here at 8.35 p.m. on
Monday, and it takes 34 hours to cowmn-
plete the journey to the Murchison, and
it is not possible to get refreshments until
one leaves Yalgoo, while on eoming down
trom Meekatharra, it is not possible to
wet anything from eleven o’clock at night
untii the train arrives at Buntine except
a cup of tea. The trains, too, are invari-
ably ecrowded, Every train on which 1
have travelled lately has been guite full.
With regard to the general Estimates, I
A e accord with the snggestions which
have been made in the direction of effect-
ing economy. So far as the Agent Gen-
eral’s office is conecrned, it is nearly time
that this office was amalgamated with
that of the High Commissioner. Qur
Agent General’s oftice is costing us foo
mueh at the present time, especially as
trmmigration is  praetically snspended.
Another mafler referred to by some hon.
members was with regard to the oftice
of the Governor. T am one of those who
thought that Federation would mean the
abolition of the office of Governor. There
is no reason at all why the duties at-
lached to the office should not be per-
forrmed by the Chief Justice. Another
mafter on which I think economies eould
be effected is in regard to the Savings
Bank. The Siate Savings Bank, I think,
conld well bhe amalgamated with the
Savings Bank of the Commonwealth, on
Iines such as those suggested by the
Prime Minister at a Premiers’ confer-
ence. The State in this way would effect
a considerable economy. At the present
time we see State and Commonwealth
banks being conducted side by side. 1
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am confident that if the State does not
iake action in regard to this the people
will act for themselves. While the de-
positors in the Commonwealth Savings
Bank are on the increase those in the
Stale Savings Bank are on the decrease.
Another matter is the proclamation is-
sued by the Commonwealth to the effect
that the Commenwealth intends fo take
charge of all base metals, wolfram, -
scheelite, and molybdenite. The Common-
wealth Ciovernment have enteredeinto an
agreement with the Imperial Government
for a period of 12 months to acquire for
ihe Imperial Government all wolfrayp,
scheelite, and molybdenite produced in
Australia.  For the purpose of the ar-
rangement the Government have ap-
pointed BMessrs, Dalgety & Co. as their
agents, Agencies are to be established
at Wolfram Camp, Banford, Cairns,
Townsville, Port Darwin, Melbourne, and
Sydney. What I bave to complain of is
that no reference is made to Western
Australia, = Why there should not be an
agency at Fremanfle sn as ta mve the
prospeetor an opportunity of disposing
of his ore there instead of having to pay
freight to Sydney or Melhourne? It
is an absolute injunstice to Western Aus-
fralia. Again, why should this matter be
put in the hands of Dalgety & Co., why
not have it done through the Mines De-
partment? (The department eounld ido
similar to what they are doing in regard
to eopper ore, They will take charge of
copper ore, advance on it, and send it
away for the prospector free of com-
mission. In this instance, the miner will
pay Dalgety & Co. commission and will
also pay commission to the scller. Again,
I think the prospector should be assisted
to bridge the gap between the making of
his find and the time when the new field
is sufficiently developed to warrant the
erection of a crushing mill, I have
talked this matter over with the State
mining engineer, Mr. Montgomery, and T
agree with ‘him that whenever 'a new
field springs up the State should choose
a bhattery site and get the prospector to
eart his stone close to that site. Then
the Government eould appoint a general
sampler and assayer. Suppose the stoff
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were worth 15 pennyweights, equal to
£3; the Government could advance up to
30s. That would give the prospector the
necessary assistance while the field was
developing to a producing stage. Many
prospectors go to a new feld and are
suecessful in finding a reef, but have no
chance of hanging out until the field is
sufficiently developed to warrant the
erection of a mill. If the Government
could come in and assist the prospector
by advancing on the ore until 4 mill was
erected it would be of immense assist-
ance to the industry, Even if the oaly
pill erected was a private one, the Gov-
ernment could make arrangements with
the owner to treat the stone. It would
mean that the prospector could go out
much longer distances, At present the
chief trouble with the prospector is the
question of how he is going to get any-
thing treated, even if he finds something
worth having. At the Phillips River the
Government have given assistance to the
prospector and have advanced a consi-
derable sum against the copper. Now T
understand they are advancing only on
development work. In the gold-mining
industry the Government could only ad-
vance on development work. When there
were 2,000 or 3,000 or 4,000 tons at grass
the Government conld ereet a mill for the
treatment of the stuff, and the pros-
pector could repay the money advanced,
and pay also for the treatment, The
Government wounld have nothing to lose,
and it would be of great assistance to the
prospector. It wounld probably be the
means of opening up new fields which
would absorb a large number of unem-
ployed. When the war is over we will
require some such outlet for the unem-
ployed. In conelusion I hope these mat-
ters will commend themselves to the
Minister for Mines. They are deserving
of every considerafion. A good deal of
wolfram is to be found outside of Cue,
and a good deal of scheehite and molyb-
denite in the Yalgoo distriet. I think
the State shovld step in and see if we
eannot save these commission fees to be
paid to Dalgety & Co., and alse see that
the prospector can get tid of his ore at
Fremantle instead of having to send it to
Sydney or Melbourne,
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The MINISTER IFOR LANDS (Han.
W. . Johnson—Guildford) [9.38]): The
eriticism on the Budget delivered by the
Treasurer has been somewhat different
from that to which we have been accus-
tomed. On this occasion members have
seized the opportunity of dealing with
the various departments. This is usually
done on the discussion of these depart-
ments. I trust that on this occasion mem-
hers will realise that we have had the dis-
cnssion on the departments and will not
subject us to the serious delay which must
oceur if we arve to have a repetition of the
speeches on the various departments. The
weneral expression of opinion of how.
members is in accordance with the desires
of {he Government as expressed by Lhe
Treasurer, namely that we must practice
economy. It iz generally recognised in
this time of stress that we must look
around and save all we possibly ecan. Bat
it 15 so very diffienlt for members to ar-
rive at any definife understanding on any
particular jtem. It is almost impossible
to get nnanimity in regard Lo where econo-
mies should slart. As a matier of fact the
Government have already practised econ-
omies in regard to administration in var-
ius ways, but we have found when this
is done that we have select committees in
another place investigating the justifica-
lion for ihe economy, and ih a number of
cases the saving we made by the retrench-
ment of a particular officer has been dis-
counted by ihe eost of the consequent sel-
cct commitiee; so the Government are
struggling to effeet economies while an-
other place is huilding np the cost of ad-
ministration. Only the other night, in this
Chamber, speaking of economies effected
in the Lands Department the member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) said it was perfectly
obvious that anyone would have effected
those economies whieh I have effected dur-
ing the last month or two; yet we had a
motion by the memhber for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitehell), supported by varions mem-
hers of the Opposition, condemning that
action, In other words we have members
preaching economy, and immediately the
Government give a lead in that regard
members are ready io condemn them for
hiaving done so. But the most interest-
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ing speech I bave listened to to-night was
undoubtedly the pessimistic wail we had
from the member for North Perth (Mr.
Smith). 1t was a most inferesting speech,
inasmuch as he kept contradicting himself
as he proceeded, He started off by
condemning any suggestion of wholesale
economy n the way of retrenchment. Ie
said evidently we were going to have a
black Wednesday, or something of tha
deseription, and he deprecated that in the
strongest rerms of which he was capable.
Then, a little while afierwards, he was
holding forth on the reckless expenditure
of (he Government, saying that we were
expending too muech and should not go
on with that expendilure. In the one
hreath he was declaring against cconomics
because they were likely to bring about
a state of affairs not in the best interests
of the community, and in the next hreath
he said “Do not go on spending” Tt is
nnpossible to please an hon. member wheo
takes up that athitude. Then, touching
upon the trading concerns, he said, “Serap
ail thiose Sllu't'\'iug. a 'waa", aud Tie weni on
to review general revenue and said,
“Where you are making a profit, reduce
it.” TIn other words, when making a loss
wa are to eut it, and when making a profit
we are to reduce it. T would like to
know where we would land if we were
to follow the poliey the hon. member ad-
vocates. 1t would bring rnin  to any
Siate, However, it is impossible to please
an hon. member who advocates such a
proliey. Iis speech was so contradictory
that one could see he was not serions. As
already pointed ont by the memher for
Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter} the hon.
member was evidently talking for talking
sake, and words were leading him auny-
where, while bis figures were proving no-
thing, Tet us have a look at the econo-
mies snggested. It is most remarkable
that all members have failed to look close
here al home.

Mr. Thomas: Do net forget the sug-
gested economy of cutting off the tele-
| hone,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
remarking that hon. members failed to
get close home when they were trying
io find means by which economy should
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be effected. I have not heard one hon.
member refer to the inereased cost that
lias to be found in regard to the running
of Parliament House itself, It is
a remarkable thing that no reference

has been made to 16 I suggest
respecifully that fhe House should
just request the member for York
(Mr. Giriffiths), who is a whale for
figures it seems, to investigate this

matter and see whether it is not a faet
that we have undue expenditure in re-
gard to the running of Parliament, as
compared with the cost of Parliament
in previous years. I would like to say
that if hon. members want to get ae-
curacy and fairness in regard to the mat-
ter T would rather that the request was
made to the hon. member for Irwin
{Mr. Gardiner) io take that job on. We
find absolute unanimity amongst speak-
ers in that they request economies in eon-
nection with eoncerns of which they have
practieally no knowledge. They fail,
however, to see that which is right be-
tore thelr doors, and talk glibly as to the
economies possible in connection with
the Agent General’s office, of which they
have no loeal knowledge. Bui things on
which they might gain some loeal know-
ledge they know nothing abont, and in
cases where they have an opportunity of
aequiring knowledge at their very door,
they fail to see the ecomomies that
might be effected. An attack has been
made upon the Agent Ceneral’s office.
Tt is remarkable that members on the
other side of the House, and members
of various Parliaments who have visited
the old country, have come back with
glowing accounts of the work which has
been done in the office of the Agent
Cieneral. They have all said ‘Do not
reduce expenditure, but increase it, so
that the good work being done by Sir
Newton Moore may be continned, for it
is work of which the State should have
more.”’ The staterment has been made
by members on both sides of the Cham-
ber that the Government should act
more liberally in regard to the amount
made available for the Agent General’s
office. When we find, as we have found
in this debate, that an attack is made
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on that very office, which members know
least about, it is a remarkable thing. I
want now to deal with another suhject,
and try to take some of the main points
made by the leader of the Opposition.
His speech was largely a repetition of
what we have had from year to year from
that hon. member. As a matter of fact,
‘as one hon. member has said, we have
had it ten fimes, three times on the Ad-
dress-in-reply and three times in regard
to the Budget address.

Mr. Smith: You cannot have too much
of a good thing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
this one redeeming feature, that while it
‘becomes wearisome to members of this
House, it is of the greatest assistance
to members of the Press, the reporters
who have to report him., All they have
to do i to turn up his previous speeeh,
make one or two slight alterations, and
then it is rveady for re-hashing., Tet us
inke some of the criticisms which we have
‘had from him in regard to our State
trading conecerns, and other matters. He
said we had spent about three millions
more money in 1915 than had been
spent when he was in offiee in 1911.

Hon, Frank Wilson: T see you ecut
that down to a million the other night.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T will
deal with that. The leader of the Op-
position made wup the item thus—
£1,972,000 from revenue, and £1,000,000
from loan, making roughly in round fig-
ures the three millions which he guoted.
Tt does not necessarily follow that an in-
ereased expenditure is evidence of ex-
travagance. Before one can arrive at
any definite decision as to whether in-
creased expenditure is waste or not, one
must analyse that expenditure to see
where the money has gone. If the ex-
penditure has brought in more revenue,
then the expenditure is wise. Particn-
latly iz this so if one’s expenditure is
in the direction of works of a repro-
ductive nature. Let us take the first
item gquoted by the leader of the Op-
position, namely, £1.972,000. Let us see
how these figures are made up. In the
first place, we find that on railways and
tramways we spent in 1914 the sum of

" [ASSEMBLY.]

£347,934, which is an excess on the
1911 expenditure. It must be remem-
bered that on a item such as railways
and tramways

Mr. Smith: You did not Lave tram-
ways in 1911.

The Minister for Mines: That is for
the critics to take into aeecount.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
the increased assets we are inereasing our
revenue, and that is why I want to put
it on record, so that hon. members may
know how the inereased expenditure has
heen made up,

Mrv. Taylor: We always had trams.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
were always a few trams in the North-
West, The increases on the figures I
have quoted, over £300,000, are made up
largely from railway receipts. Hon,
members must remember that we have
extended the railway system to an enor-
mous degree, consequently, while our ex-
penditure has increased on these items,
our revenue has also increased. Conse-
fuently, when we are quoting fignres, as
the hon. member did, we want to ascer-
tain where the expenditure is going, and
£300,000 odd has gone in railways and

tramways, On State steamers our ex-
penditure .was £109,117, on implement
works it was  £142299 . on  brick-
works it was £2754; on quarries
£11.388; on ferries £4,574, and on
State dairies £3,548. These are
Btate trading econeerns whieh show an

incraase in expenditure on the year 1911.
Tn water supply and sewerage there has
heen an increase, indeed an enormous ex-
penditure of £191,800. Tt must be re-
mewbered that in 1911 little or nothing
was done in regard to the sewerage sys-
tem in the metropolifan area, whereas to-
day, generally speaking, the Perth and
TFremantle sewerage system is drawing to
completion. This has been effected dnor-
ing the term of office of the present Gov-
ernment, and eould not have heen done
without inereasing the expenditure. On
the other hand, we have inecreased the
revenue. On the State sawmills there has
been an expenditure of £411.993; on the
meat stalls £30,449: on fish snpplies
£6,255, and on the Yandanooke estate
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£29,516. These are what may be called
business or trading concerns, or payment
for services rendered, and show an in-
creased  expenditure of  £1,201.627.
These are the figures of the business con-
cerns, It is very interesting to find how
the expenditure has increased on the
ordinary functions of Government. Hon.
members will find by a perusal of the
Estimates, that the following figures dis-
close exactly where that increase has
taken place,

Mr. Taylor: You are taking the one
year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
taking the year 1915 as against that for
1911. Education has inereased by no less
a sum thap £110,123. We have an in-
crease in the salaries of school feachers,
it must be borne in mind, When the
leader of the Opposition was in charge
he was paying something like a minimum
of £80 per annum, which is a small
salary to ask anyone to live on in this
fair country of ours. This minimum has
now heen inereased to £110 por annum,
60 we have an increased expenditure,
which T venture to assert no one but the
leader of the Opposition comnld take ex-
eeption to. FEven his followers, the Lib-
erals as they are called, would never con-
demn an increase of that description. Tn
regard to the police, there has been an
increase of £15,194, which is largely due
again to the increase in salaries and to
the extension of police protection owing
to the general development of the State.
Tu the Charities Depratment, there has
been an inerease of £48,102. The charity
inerense has heen large. It must be re-
membered that the hon. gentlemen who
were in office were paying widows who
happened to have the misfortune of hav-
ing families to rear, balf-a-crown per
head, whereas to-day we are paving for
cach child 7s. per head, and we are not
ashamed of i, We say it is a legitimate
form of expenditure, and we are proud
of the fact that the State is paying so
much to theose who have families to rear,
The people of the State will endorse, and
they cannot help doing so, & policy of
that deseription. On the publie health,
our increase has been £23,385. Again,
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this is due to our having given greater
facilities and greater proteclion to our
people, On hospitals, there has also been
an incrvease, and there has heen a general
inerease too in the assistance given to the
public from tlie health point of view.
This has been irereased enormously dar-
ing the lerm of office of the present Gov-
ernment. There has been an increased
expenditure in connection with the Hos-
pital for ihe Insane, etc., of £17,134.
This is due to a very large extent to the
increase in salaries. The salaries were
altogether too low, There has also been
the inlroduection of the eight hours’ sys-
tem. On the University fthe sam of
£15,500 has been spent. The hon. mem-
ber endovsed this progress in our educa-
tional system, but he did not meet the
payments.  That was a responsibility
which the present Government had to
take over, and we have been providing
that sum of money since we have been
in power. Last year we spent £13,500
under that head as eompared with noth-
ing for the year 1911. On the land im-
provement fund £25,000 was spent. That
was an expenditure which the hon. mem-
ber did not have to meet. The Bill had
not passed to provide for land improve-
ment, and I dealt with ihe Land Act
Amendment Bill the other night. TPen-
slons, including judges’, have inecreased
by £4,745. Hon. members know that we
have got more judges to pension than we
bad in 1911, The tramways purchase, in-
cluded in which is an amount which is
paid back to the municipalities under the
three per cent. allowance, shows an in-
erease of £3,411. That was taken over by
the Government when they bought the
trams and was an expenditure which the
hon. mentleman did not have to bear.
The Parliamentary increase represented
a sum of £5.467. The hon. member had
passed the Bill for the inerease, but it
did not ecowe into operation untfil after
the eleetion of 1911, Consequently, we
had to contribute mere under that head
than had been contributed previously.
The interest and sinking fund, owing to
ihe increased loan expenditure and rail-
way consfruction and the State enter-
prises, ete., increased by £500,416. These



1396

items alone, taking the inereased expendi-
ture on trading or business concerns, and
other ordinary functions of Government,
I have referred to, account for over
£2,058,185. One can add to that that we
had to provide a large inerease owing to
the reclassification of the public service.
The reclassification had been coming on
in 1911, but the money had to be found
by this Government, but under that head
the expenditure has heen largely in-
ereased. The hon. member quoted figures
to the amount of £1,872,000 whereas
my figures, when the -reclassification
of the public service is inelnded, run
inlo  considerably  over  £2,058,000
That indicates that the incrensed expen-
diture is due to the expansion of a lok
of the fnnections of the State, and alse
due to increased wages and salaries paid
to those who were underpaid before the
Government took office. In regard to the
increased payments to the civil serviee
and to the wages men, that was the cry
at the last gencral elections. We stated
definitely that we were going to increase
the minimum wage, and that school teach-
ers’ salaries were going to be increased
and that we were favourable to increascs
for the civil service. Qur policy was en-
dorsed by the people and we simply car-
ried it into effect. I have dealt with the
yevenue expenditnre. The hon. gentle-
man stated that in addition we spent a
million more from loan funds in 1915
than he did in 1911. Our expenditure is
given as follows:—On water supplies in
agrienltural distriets, we spent £21962
more than the hon. gentleman spent.
Evervbody knows well why we spent that
amonnt; everybody knows that the coun-
try was cryving out for an improved
water supply, and that from one end of

the agrienltural bhelt to the other this.

Government was eulogised for the way
in which the question was tackled. The
comntry was in a deplorable eondition in
1911 owing to the want of an adequate
water supply, and this Government in
spending money on necessary works did
so expedifionsly. The position to-day is
that the numerous dams and wells are all
full and we can look forward to having a
good supply of water for years to come.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The expenditure has been amply repaid
by the water conservation which has
taken place during this winter. The in-
creased amount spent by way of Agri-
enltural Bank advances runs into
£271,611 and assistance to settlers runs
into £602,110, In other words out of the
one million increase which we expended
in 1915 those three items in the interests
of the agricultural industry total
£895,683.

Mr, Willmott:
timher and mining?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
Let us now take some of the other in-
creases. On Metropolitan water supply
and sewerage we spent £68,081. I have
already stated that we tackled water sup-
ply and sewerage in a definite manner,
and it is now practically completed, but
we were not able to do that without
spending money, and we have now a
good asset to show for it, and as has
been pointed out the system is en & pay-
ing basis to-day. In connection with the
Ravensthorpe smelters the advances on
ore amounted o £60,000. Hon, members
will not objeet to that advance made
against ore which we have as an assel.
It is a good business proposition and
was entered into by my colleague the
Minister for Mines, The expenditure on
workers’ homes is new and it ran into
£97,500. 1 have heard some criticism in
regard to the poliey of the erection of
workers’ lomes, but as the policy was
endorsed by the people at the last elee-
tions it is mo use taking us to task for
doing that which, we claim we had a
mandate to do,

Mr. Willmoti: You have been a bit
too lavish, that is the only thing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member, like many others, seems to
imagine that a working man has ne right
to have a comfortable and decent eot-
tage.

Mr, Willmott: There is a difference
hetween comfort and decency and a
palatial residence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
would appeal to the leader of the Coun-
try party not to take any notice of what
is said by the man in the sireet but tq

Does that inelude
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go to West Subiaco and to Coitesloe
Beach and see for himself whether the
cottages are more than a worker in this
conntry is justified in expecting. Again,
if a man is able to pay, what right have
we to take exception to the class of house
which he builds, There are a few who
have got into arrears owing to their
being thrown out of employment, but
wlen the details are made known hon.
members will be surprised at the number
who have kept up their payments.” There
is an item of £35,000 for the purchase
of plant. That was a suspense account
during the term of office of the leader of
the Opposition and consequently was not
shown in the expenditure. We brought
it directly under loan expenditure, abol-
ished the suspense aceount and charged
the use of the plant to any particnlar
work that was going on, The result is
an increased expenditure of £55,000. The
assistance thus given to the agrienltural
industry runs into a total of £1,176,264
in addition to the amount expended by
the leader of the Opposition when he was
in charge of the freasury. If we deduct
those special and new items, that is, the
new items owing to the difference in the
policy of the two administrations, it will
be found that we actnally redunced the
expenditure by £176,000 as compared
with 1911, When all this eriticism is
levelled against the expenditure of the
Government, it is only fair to ask hon.
members opposite to put their fingers on
those items they object to. T would like
to ask whether there is any opposition
to the assistance we have rendered to
the agricultural industry. I venture the
opinion that from all sides there will be
general approval of the Government’s
policy in regard to that great industry.
There cannot be any objection to the as-
sistance given to the State smelfers at
Ravensthorpe where we supported an in-
dustry that was lagging for want of en-
couragement, and where a large nomber
of men are now employed, and where the
Government are getting a good return
for the money invested. In regard to the
workers’ homes there cannot be any ob-
jection to them. The leader of the Op-
mngition compared the feur years ended
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in 1911 with ibe four years ended in
1915. Again, I want to show how the
expenditure has increased, and leave it to
hon. members to judge as to whether the
inereased expenditure has been wise or
otherwise. Let us analyse the expendi-
ture, The hon. gentleman sialed that
from revenne we had expended six mil-
ltons more in four years than he had ex-
pended in the previous four years. Hon.
members can judge for themselves as to
the wisdom of the expenditure. On rail-
ways and tramways we spent £1,752,069
more than the hon, member did. That is
purely due to expansion of business. On
water supply the increase was £574,300,
on State implement works £226,871, on
brick works £2,750, on quarries £20,202,
on ferries £36,403, on the dairy farm
£5,935, on sawmills £497,414, on meat
stalls £61,901, on fish supply £9,980, on
Yandanooka estate £60,403, on State
hotels  £36,994, on State steamers
£293277, on rvefrigerating works ete.
£42516. There we have an inc¢rease on
these business concerns in fonr vearz of
£3401,917, They are purely business
concerns. Let us review the general ex-
penditure. On Medical and Health our
increase was £51,739, on Education we
spent £393,645 more than the hon. gen-
tleman did in the four previous years, on
Police £37,429, and on Charities £97,850.

Mr. Heitmann: Charities are not
closely watched.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are being closely watcbed at the present
time, but we would be glad, if hon, mem-
bers knowing of impositions, informed
us of the circumstances.

Mr. Heitmann: They
closer inquirtes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is done and officers are appointed to see
that the State’s interests are gunarded,
while a measure of consideration:is ex-
tended to those in distress. On Lunacy
we spent £57,319, on the TUniversity
£46,589, on the Land Improvement fund
£55,450, on Pensions (including judges)
£13,130, on Tramways Purchase Act
£6,861, on Parliamentary £42523, and
Public works and buildings £307,634.
That is largely due to the agricultural

should make
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expansion. 'I'hose public buildings are
court houses and so forth, erecled in
varigus parts of the agricultural dis-
triets. The interest and sinking fund
shows an inerease of £1,331,280. The
total of these items I have referred to is
£2,359,2096, or a lotal, with the general
trading or business concerns, plus the
ordinary funclions of Government to
which I have referred, also in the com-
parison of the single year, taken again
in the four years, of £5,761,213, or in
round figures chey halance the six mil-
lions referred to by the hon. gentleman.
1 would ask hon. members (o review those
figures and sit down and see what items
they would reduce, so that they .may
point out fo the Government where
economies c¢an be effected.

Mr. Heitmann: All the same, on your
showing it is a hopeless proposition to
attempt to square the finances in the near
future.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member is taking a pessimistic view.
I am convinced the Treasurer has under-
eslimated the amount of revenue he will
receive this year. 1 do not think we
fully appreciate the bountiful harvest
we are Lo get. I am rather pround of the
fact that we will bring right home tfo
the people of the State exactly what the
agricultural industry means to the State.
I do not think hon. menbers have grown
as fast as the induwstry has grown. I
would be the last not to fully appreciate
the value the Siate has obtained from the
mining industry. It made the agrieul-
tural industry what it is to-day, because
it enabled Parliament, with the money
from the mining industry, to assist the
agriculfural industry to ihe extent we
have done. But we have to bear in mind
that+while the mining industry is bueyant
to-day, in consequence largely of the
policy of the present Government, the
fact remains that the hig industry to-day
is undoubtedly the agrieultural industry.
The result of this year’s harvest will
bring that home to the people, who will
appreciate the fact that, while the Gov-
ernment have put an enormons amount
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of money inte that industry, the money
was wisely Invested.

Mr. James Gardiner: Many men: who
made their money on the mines have gone
into agrieulture,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
15 no doubt about that.

fur. Heitmann: You should have a fair
idea of what we are going to receive from
the bharvest.

The MINISTER FOR ,LANDS: It
must be remembered that when the rev-
enue figures were prepared we were not
in possession of all the information we
have to-day. Personally, I did not take
such an optimistic view then as I have
done sinee making a couple or three trips
through the country. There were at that
time some rather doubtful expressions of
opinion in regard to the possibilities of
the harvest, and the Government were
inclined to take a limited view of what
we were to expect; but: the position has
changed altogether, and I am satisfied to-
day that the harvest will be far greater
than I anticipated when we were dis-
cussing the revenue we were likely to
reccive as the result of the harvest, I
have given hon. members the figures
making up the six millions inerease dur-
ing our four years. Then the hon. gentle-
man went on to say that in addition we
had spent £6,S00,000 from loan funds.
We have to analyse those figures and find
out where the excess went to. We find
that on Agricultural Bank advances we
spent more than hon. members opposite
by £1,038,058. It was an enormous
amount of money fo put into the indus-
try, but it bas heen absolutcly justified
by this year's resulis,

Mr. James Gardiner: That was ad-
vanced to the bank from loan funds%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
I am dealing with loan funds. Up to
1911 T do not think they had advanced to
the bank from loan funds, because they
were drawing principally from the Sav-
ings Bank. The assistance to settlers
runs info £602,110, and development of
agrienlture amounfs to £323,300. That
is, of course, development outside the
Agrienltural -Bank; for instanee, the de-
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velopment of the South-West all comes
out of this vote, and during tle
years, as compared with the previous
four years, we have spent £323,300. On
water supplies in agricaltural districts
£126,060 has been spent. So out of the
£6,300,000, a total of £4,272,528 has gone
info the agricultural industry. We fre-
quently hear people stating that the
present Government have dome nothing
in regard to agriculfural railway con-
struction. They seem to have a disregard
for the fact that these untruths are being
recorded against them. T trusf they wiil
not be taken to task for the number of
untruths they tell to the extent we were led
to expect when we were at our mothers’
knees, because I would not hke to see
hon, members burnt up for the political
lies they have told in regard to agricul-
tural railway construetign. For the
amount expended by our Iriends opposite
on agrieultural railways we have ex-
pended £2,183,000 more than they spent
in the four years previous to our taking
office. In other words, in the develop-
ment of agriculture, in assistance to the
agricnlinra) industry, and in the building
of agricnlfural railways, out of this
£6,800,000 no less an amount than
£4.272528 has gone into that great in-
dustry. Consequently, when hon. mem-
bers opposilie are eriticising they should
realise where the mouey went. I think
that, instead of being condemned for it,
we should be enlogised for the broad view
we have taken in regard to that great
industry.

The Minister for Mines: Now are we
the enemies of the farmers, as the Daily
News say we are?

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: How-
ever, that makes only four million odd
and we have to account for £6,800,000.
Again, we find that in water supply and
sewerage we spent £516,386 more than
our friends opposite. On tramways and
power houses we have spent £755,834, on
workers’ homes £525.500, and on the
development of goldfields, over and ahove
what onr friends spent we have spent
£121936. The trading concerns, taking
the various works, the steamers, milk sup-
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plies, sawmills, ferries, brickyards, hotels,
quarries. and the like, on these we have
spent £467,402, or less than £300,000;
plant and stock £35,000, public works
and buildings £185,933; or a total of
£6,910,510. The figures quoted hy the
feader of the Opposition were £6,800,000.
S0 we have ilems accounting for
£6,910,519, and four million odd wenl
into the agricultpral induslry. It is re-
markable thal the only item attacked in
regard lo the increased expenditure of
£6,900,000 is that covering the irading
concerns, and it shows the gross exagger-
alion the expendilure has been subjected
to. We have only to lake the member
for Perth, representing the prinecipal con-
stitueney in the State. He said there
were 14 millions and mestly all of it
had gone into the trading concerns. As
a matter of faet the item does not run
info £500,000. Hon, members have got
it at the back of their heads that we have
spent millions on these {rading concerns,
whereas the total is less lhan £500,000.
Of the £6,504,00¢ over and above whal
they spent they ean single out only
£500,000 and lhey reckon the Government
ought to be condemned on that score.

Mr, Heitmann: They include the tram-
ways.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
tramway purchase was part of the Gov-
ernment policy, and was endorsed by Par-
itament.

Alr. Heitmann : But you are not includ-
ing that in the £500,000,

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: N,
nor the railways. I am taking the trad-
ing concerns usunally referred to as such.

My, Heitmann: Did not the sawmills
cost something like £500,0007

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: No.
T was then giving vou the revenue expen-
diture on it. The total on the whole of
these items amounnts to £467,402. The only
items for which we have heen taken to
task, namely, these trading concerns, re-
present a difference in poliery hetween
those in opposition and members on this
side. We are satisfied that that poliey
is the sanest for the benefit of the people.
There is a difference of opinion on thail.
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Hon., members opposite take the greater
view of the claims of private enterprise
and vested interests. That is where we
differ. Qur first consideration is fhat we
require to give the people facilities
for competing against combinations and
. honourable understandings, without those
restrictions that were in exislence pre-
vious to our policy being brought inte op-
eration. TBveryone of the functions we
entered into was entered into beeause of
some little combination or hongurable un-
derstanding that prevented the people get-
ting a fair veturn for their money, Take
our sawmills. Has not everybody heard
of the timber combine and the way the
combine e¢an operate and inflate the prieces
of timber far beyond justification? Con-
sequently where it is recognised that a
combine exists it is the State’s duty to
step in and profect the people. When
we went in for State sawmills we did so
knowing full weil that we were going to
compete against the combination and that
the vesult of our competition wounld be to
get a better return. We knew that we
would have ro fight, but we were satisfied
that we must eventually prevail, and that
the people of this State would reap the
henefit.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: Tlas it given a
single stick of timber cheaper to the peo-
ple of this State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un-
doubtedly.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is not the slightest doubt that it has. We
could give many illustrations where some
small timber yards eould not get jarrah
at all until they got it from the State
sawmills. They would have beer com-
pelled to elose up if we had not come fo
their rescue, That is one of the wild
statements that the hon. member makes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are yon sending
it away?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
are sending it all over the world, and

-if it were not for the hon. member's
organisation we would be sending more
away.
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Hon. Frank Wifson: I have no organ-
isation,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
are sending timber to various parts of
the world, and we are putting it on the
market hére and keeping the market
steady, which would not be the case but
far our competition,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort; von are not putting it on the market
here.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un-
doubtedly the brick industry was subjeet
to a combination, and we were paying an
undue price for bricks, "When we staried
our workers' homes we called tenders for
the supply of o million bricks in order
to get in a large quantity so that we
counld supply bricks for people building
under the scheme at a reasonable price,
but we failed. HEven by ecalling for such
a large order, we could not get anything
like a fair deal from the combination that
undonbtedly existed.

Mr. Wansbrough: Are you getting your
bricks any cheaper to-day?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un-
doubtedly bricks are down in value by £1
a thousand, if not more, and the combina-
tion have reduced their prices sinee the
State brickworks entered the market,

The Minister for Mines: There is no
argument about that. There are the fig-
ures.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:; We
are satisfied to allow them to continue.
As long as our Siate operations are bring-
ing down the private concerns to a reas-
onable limit, we are gdining our object.
We are not looking to run our own works
at a hig profit; we want to give the return
to the people. If the hon. member makes
inquiries from any of the contractors in
Perih, he will find a huge difference in
the price of bricks compared with what
it was 12 months ago, and what is more,
it is now possible to get a brick of better
quality than befare. Previously they said,
“There are the bricks; take them. TIf
vou do not like them, go without.” To-
day they have to put in a good ariicle, or
the State would get the business. We
know this applies also in connection with
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terries. Previous to the Government tak.
ing them over, there were two companies
operating across the river and, because
of the competition between them, the
fares charged were reasonable, but just
before the Christmas holidays of 1611,

the  bigger company bought the
other out and  immediately ap
went the fares., Conseguently, the

people of South Perth appealed to the
Government {o protect them, and we said
that unless a fair thing was done, we
would municipalise or nationalise fhe
ferry service, and as a result of the ne-
gotiations we nationalised the serviee.
Take the milk supply, or any of the fune-
tions we have entered iuto, there was
absolute justification from the people’s
point of view for so doing,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will you explain
where you are losing the money on the
venture?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not prepared to admit that we are losing
money. It is true that trade bas fallen
off, which is due {5 the fast that neaple
are going largely fo the Blackhoy Hill
camp instead of to the Zoo. Unfortu-
nately we have that competition, but it
is only for a time. Because of the
falling-off in the trade, however, our re-
ceipts have declined, and for the present
month we shall show a loss. When the
Christmas frade comes along, no doubt
the reeeipts will ing¢rease.

The Minister for Mines: What we are
losing on the ferries we are gelling on
the railways.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is another interesting return I have had
prepared in order to find out, apart from
our trading conecerns, how our revenne
Teceipts compare with those of 1911. The
hon. member always refers to the fact
that we have had a large inerease of rev-
enue, and that although we have that in-
crease of revenuve we still show a deficit.
Without going into the details of it or
explaining it at all, he draws the deduc-
tion that becanse of the increased rev-
enne there must not be inereased expendi-
ture, and we ought to wipe out the defi-
ciency and make a profit on the opera-
tions of the State funetions. As a matter
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of fact, if we take out the trading con-
cerns already referred fo, from which we
get a certain amount of reveoue, and
take the revenue to-day as compared with
1911, we find that there is a deerease in
the actual receipts,

The Minister for Mines: Yes, service
for service.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
On the land tax, income tax, dividend
duty, totalisator, stamp duty, probatle
duty, licenses, land revenue, mining Tev-
enue, State batteries, harbour dues, Royal
Mint, other public works and services,
reimbursements in aid, fees of publie
offices, miscellaneous and lignors, the hon.
member when in office received £1,265,-
384, and we received £1,236,864. I have
excluded the interest we received from
the Agrieultural Bank, because the hon.
member did not put that into his revenue,
as he did not receive any and did not ex-
pend from loan funds, which were taken
from the Savings Bapk in his iime, and
I have dedncted the income from the
waorkers’ homes-——

Hon. Frank Wuson:
funds all the same. ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
shows what the hon. gentleman knows
abont the Treasury . He wants to show
that because he got the money from the
Savings Bank he got the interest. 1f be
did not get it from general loan fund, he
had to find the interest for it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: If you would not
twist and tie yourself up so much it
would be better.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member is doing the twisting, He
displayed his ignorance by saying the in-
terest would be the same whether we gol
the money from loan funds or from the
Savings Bank., The fact is that we re-
ceived £28,525 less from general revenue
than the hon. gentleman received.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are for-
getting the railways—a very big item.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
true that on all our railways and from
trading concerns we have increased rev-
enue.  Buf surely the hon. gentleman
would not say thal after expending ihe
enormons sum of two millions odd on in-

Thai 13



1402

creased railway construection, as com-
pared with what he did, we should re-
ceive no more revenwe. It would be a
beautiful state of affairs if, after going
on with railway construction as we have
done, we did not increase our revenne, I
do not know where we should land if
snch were the case. The inereased rail-
way consiruction, the taking over of the
tramways, and our trading concerns have
inereased onr revenue, but taking the
items outside trading concerns, we have
reeeived less than the hon. gentleman did.
Fridently he knew it, judging by the way
he is squirming becanse I am bringing it
under the notice of the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am not squirm-
ing. You are using a few figures to suit
Your own case.

The > INISTER FOR LANDS: There
is another ilem to which the hon. member
forgot to draw aitention. He did not
show the different methods of the present
Government. compared with his time,
which accounts for an inerease in rev-
enne and n proportionate inerease in ex-
penditure. In the hon. gentleman’s time
in eonnection with water supplies, he
brought to credit only the surplus over
expenditure, that is, he took the revenue
and the expenditure and the surplus was
bronght to aceount in consolidated rev-
enue. When we amalgamated all the
water supplies, we bronght to revenue the
whole of the revenuve and took inito ae-
count the whole of the expenditure, and
while that has necessarily inflated the
amouni of revenue received it has also
inereased the expendilure and it has not
ingreased the profit—though the profit
has inereased—Ilo the extent that the hon.
gentleman wounld lead us to believe. In
1910-11 they brought the net reeeipts on
account to £156,931 and the pgross re-
ceipte for 1914-15 to £404,501. There
alone in round figures we have got close
on £300,000 increase in revenme. If is
only a book enfry; it is not aetual eash
received In eXcess.

Mr, James Gardiner:
nett?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
cannot say: The nett this year would

‘What was your
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oot be a great deal; we were not receiv-
ing much.

Mr. James Gardiner: After taking
your gross revenue and debiting yourselt
with your revenue, what was yoor nett as
against £156,000%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member eould get that from the Rs-
timates. 1 cannoi say exactly what it
would be. THere is another interesting
fact. Taking the business and trading
concerns, including the railways and
tramways, the total inereased expendi-
ture as compared with 1910-11 s
£1,291,627. Now the revenue for the
same pertod from the same functions ran
into £1,100,753, or a greater expenditurs
of £190.874. That has been referred to
lo-night by, I think, the hon. member
for North Perth (Mr. Smith). He said
that we ought to show on our eash ae-
counts the amount of stock we had in
hand. We could not possibly do that in
the Treasury. We could not bring our
cash receipts and make monthly state-
ments of eash receipis and cash expendi-
ture, The hon. member should not ask,
in connection with our trading eoncerns
and railways, that we should have a bal-
ance sheet prepared each month. The
Minister for Mines has just pointed ouk
that in the Kastern States they do not
even give a monthly eash statement, but
a quarterly cash statement. The cost of
preparing such a statement would be
very high indeed. The member for
North Perth suggests that we must have
an army of clerks lo prepare a monthly
haianece sheet in regard to our trading
concerns. It is not done in any business,
and I venlure to say it is not done in his
own. It cannot be done, becanse the ex-
pense wonld be too great. Another point
I wish to make in regard to the actual
cash position is that the £190,000 is more
than covered by the stock in hand. If we
take the whole of the trading concerns
and take the eash expenditure and the
cash receipts, and take the stock in hand,
we will find that our trading eoncerns are
on a paying basis. One might be a loss
and another a gain, but taking them by
and large, or taking them as a whole, the
concerns are on a sound basis.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: That includes de-
preciation and everything else?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is allowing for depreciation.

ton. Frank Wilson: The Premier said
that you had £184,000 worth of stock,
and you said you have a deficieney of
£190,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
£190,000, roughly, represent the stock.
I do no! know what figures the Premier
gave, but these are the figures disclosed
by the Treasury for me.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How much have
you lost on the Implement Works?

The Minister for Works: I will tell yon
when I get an anditor.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
dealt with these figures becanse they were
the main points made by the leader of
the Opposition. I want now briely to
refer to criticisms whieh have been made
on the remarks of the Premier in regard
to the sinking fund. The hon, member
for North Feil i¢ zight made some of
the mosf remarkable statements in eon-
neetion with it that I bave yet heard. It
séems to me that those statements have
gathered as they have gone. The bom.
member said that the Premier was going
to do away with the sinking fund alto-
gelber. That is only an exaggeration of
the position. It might be worthy of the
Sunday Times, but I trust the hon. mem-
ber will not make statements of that kind
in the Chamber of this House. Let him
wrile them for his paper, but let him not
deliver them here where they appear in
Hansurd, which is supposed to be a res-
pectable and reliable publication. There
has been a great deal of lalk in regard to
the Premier's statement and a great deal
of misapprehension. The Colonial Trea-
sarer realises, as everyone must realise
who is not blinded by partisanship and
party bias, that we have at the present
time a very difficult period in our fin-
ances. This difficulty is not limited to
Wesiern Australia. We are gefting bet-
ter results than are being obtained in the
Eastern Stales, We are getting through
very remarkably as a whole, when we rea-
lise all our dilficulties, as eompared with
how they are getiing through in the
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Eastern States, and in Vietoria parti-
eularly. We hear a considerable amount
about our deficiency in Western Austra-
lia. As a matter of fact, taking a given
period, ihe deficiency in Victoria under
a Liberal Adminstration has been greater
than it has been in Western Australia
under a Labour Administration.

The Minister for Mines: But these de-
tails are never published in this State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
‘Then, again, if we take Victoria we will
find the people in that State, the work-
ers, are in a deplorable condition, The
conditions under which the workers are
o be found in Vietoria are a reflection on
any Govermmnent, We, in this State, have
come o the rescue of our workers, We
have supplied them with homes, and we
have never allowed any man to doss out
in the street or to go hungry, if we knew
of him. This cannot be said of Victoria,
in particalar. The consideralion ex-
tended (o those in country districts in
Western Australia has been greater than
in any other part of the Commonwealth.
We are proud ol il, Dgopite anr diffi-
culties, we have got through better than
any other State of the Commonwealth,
wlhere such consideration has not been ex-
tended. Instead of being condemned the
Government should be eunlogised for tak-
ing into consideration the requirements
of the people during the stressful time
that we are now going through. If there
is a deficiency, what is a deficiency com-
pared with the comfort and health of the
leeple in these bard times?

My, Wansbrough: You have kept a
good many workers out of the country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think so, I know a good deal about
the country myself. Until recently there
has not Leen any great demand for work-
ers. It is true we are getting requests
for them now, and immediately there is a
reasonable chance of men getting employ-
ment the home, :f members like to call
it so, will be closed down. It is closed
down praciically to-day. The workers
have an opportunity now of getting em-
ployment in the agrienltural distmets. As
far as the Government are concerned, we
will assist agrieulturisis to obtain any la-
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bour they may require to get in their har-
vest. If there is any diffienlty in obtain-
ing such labour I shall be pleased to hear
from those interested in the districts con-

cerned so that we may see what can be

done to meet their requirements in thig
respect. We are going through a fime
of financial stress. The Colonial Trea-
surer tried to explain to Parliament that
there was grave danger as to whether we
would not be able to get more money
from ibe London market or from the
Australian market, He pointed out that
we had sufficient money to keep the State
going until QOctober or November next,
After that time, unless we got money,
etther through the Old Country or from
Australia, we would be in a bad way in-
deed. He came along to Parliament and
said there was one way that we could
raise a little money on the Lon-
don market, end he suggested that
instead of taking the £260,000 that
we had set aside this financial year
for the sinking fund and purchas-
ing exisling stoeks, we should in-
vest in hew stocks, There is justification
for an attitude of that description, pro-
vided the money was not fortheoming
from other channels, What does it mean
to-day under existing conditions? Peo-
ple hold Western Australian stocks. We
from our general revenue provide a sum
of £260,000 for sinking fund. That sum
of £260,000 goes to relieve the person
who holds our stocks. In other words,
we buy our stocks from him, We buy
our stoeks and give him our cash. What
does he do with the cash? He immedi-
ately invests in other stocks, possibly;
not in ours. If he re-invested the money
in our stocks, there would be nothing te
complain of. However, he invests it in
olther stocks; and that means, in other
words, that we are supplying from this
State money to enable people to invest
in the stocks of other Staies.

Mr. Smith: They are not investing it
in other stocks now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To
invest in our own stock now, we have to
buy it from someone. That somecne in-
vests our money in other stocks. Instead
of giving our money to a man for ihe
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stocks he holds to-day in order that he
way invest the noney somewhere else, we
may say, “We are not going to do that
now; you hold our steck and stick to it,
and with our money we are going to take
up temporary stock such as Treasnry
Bills in order to carry us along through
these iimes.”

Mr, Taylor: In other words, you are
going to be subseribers to your own loan.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Just
g0, Nobody would defend that as a per-
manent arrangement, but the Premier did
not suggest it as a permanent arrange-
ment. He said it was an arrangement
purely of a temporary character, to tide
us over if the worst eame fo the worst.
He did not know at the time how things
would go at the Premiers’ conference,
and w¢ do not know the result of that
conference even to-day, The Premier
said, “Here is & method by whieh we can
get £260,000;” but he added that it wounld
uut go into a permanent loan. He said
that it would go into Treasury Bills of
limited eurrency, and that when the
money market turned and we were able
to float a loan we would eancel the Trea-
sury Bills and the money would be made
available to go through the ordinary ¢han-
nels just as it did in the good times of
the past,

Mr. Smith: But if the money market
does not turn?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
we have the £260,000 to help us out of
the hole. There was no need for the
Premier to do any more. On the one
hand, hon. members opposite ask, *‘Why
do not the Government take the House
into their confidence?’’ and when we do
state here what we intend, it is distorted
and misrepresented to the extent which
characterised the remarks of the mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr. Swmith) to-
night. The Premier comes to this Com-
mittee and says exactly what he thinks
is a reasonable course, and asks Parlia-
ment to discuss that course, and the re-
sult is that we get all this gross mis-
representation from the other side, The
Premier was purely making a sngges-
tion, and in my opinion a legitimate
suggestion, and one whieh, T take it, will
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be seriously considered by Parliament
if the worst comes to the worst. It is a
legitimate thing that we should with onr
own money try to develop our own State,
instead of supplying that money to de-
velop possibly other portions of ihe
Empire. The leader of the Opposition
moved a definite resolution in that re-
speet, and it has, as T have siated, been
endorsed by the Premier. The Premier
said that before anything definite was
done in regard to the maiter, Parlia-
ment would have an opportunity of dis-
cussing it. For my part T think that
when the discussion takes place, hon.
members will realise that, after all, there
is a lot of point in the snggestion; that
the suggestion is one which might be
adopted in fairness to the State and at
the same time without in any way what-
ever interfering with the security of our
stock holders. The proposal is not to
invest the money in a permanent loan,
but simply to take up Treasury Bills of
imited enrrency. The member for Can-
ning {Mr. Robinson) stated that we were
going to use the money to increase our
indebtedness. That is not so. Suppose
we floated a loan of one million pounds,
and over and above that proceeded to
put the £260,000 into Treasury Bills.
That would be increasing our indebted-
ness. But when the £260,000 forms part
of an ordinary loan, the effect is not to
increase the State’s indebtedness any
more than an ordinary loan inecreases if.

Mr. Taylor: But it does not decrease
the indebtedness.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Mr. Taylor: That is the prineiple of
the sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
sinking fund as an investment in Treas-
ury Bills does undoubtedly to that ex-
tent reduce the national debt.

Mr. Willmott: You are simply rob-
hing Peter to pay Paul

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Treasury Bill during its existence is an
asset held by the Trustees, and the value
of the Treasury Bill is credited to the
sinking fund. The trustees get their in-
terest on the Treasury Bill just the same
as they get their interest on the sinking
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fund. Consequently, it cannot be argued
that to invest this sinking fund in Treas-
ury Bills is to increase our debt any
more than an ordinary flotation increases
it. If we were to try to get the amount
of the sinking fund in addition to what
we were floating, then we should be
increasing our indebtedness.

Mr, James Gardiner: You are taking
away by that process the idea of any re-
demption.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
would be so if the sinking fund were not
invested in Treasury Bills; but when
there are Treasury Bills of a limited
currency and those bills are cancelled,
there 1s the redemption,

Mr. James Gardiner: That would be
so if you had Treasury Bills, and if
they were met at maturity; but do youn
think any Treasurer would meel ‘kem
at maturity?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un-
less the Treasurer gave a definite under-
iaking to the sinking fund trusiees,
they would not he likelv to agree to it.
I wish to show still further the nbso-
lute unfairness of the eriticism and the
manner in which the Premier’s pro-
posal has been distorted and misrepre-
sented.  As a matter of faet, the Op-
position have grasped at the Premier’s
suggestion like n drowning man clutehes
at a straw, They thought to themselves,
f‘This is something we can hang on to;’’
and they exagperated and distorted the
suggestion enormously. Let ns take the
attitude of the Premier. In the first
place he was of the opinion—and I
think be was sound in this respect—
that when we porchased our stock we
should be allowed to cance! that stock
and not pay interest on it. He proposed
that to the trustees. They said, ‘‘No,
we cannot view that with favour;’’ and
the matter dropped. The Premier
simply proposed it. Next, he comes to
Parliament and says, ‘‘I am thirking of
submitting this proposal to the trus-
tees.”’ Would anyone imagine that the
Premier proposed to go to the trustees
and tell them they must do it? If he
wae roing fo adopt an attitude of that
kind, why did he not adopt it in connee-
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-I;ion with the cancellation of the stock
and the saving of interest? He simply
asked the trustees to take the matter
into consideration.
Hon. Frank Wilson:

power to agree to 1f.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
trustees did not agree to it, and that
finished the matter. Suppose we sub-
mit this proposal to the trustees and
they reply, “We ecannot view it with
favour.” That will finish the present
suggestion. There is no Treasurer in the
world who would fry to eram down the
throats of the trusiees .something they
wonld not agree to. Indeed, does any-
one think that the two gentlemen whom
we have as trostees of the sinking fund
would be dictated to by a Treasurer?
They would simply refuse to do what
was asked, and if it were insisted on they
would resign. No Treasurer would
suggest such a cowrse as foreing the
trustees. The Premier certainly never
had sueh a thing in his mind. He simply
said to this Committee, “This is the means
by which we can relieve our distress, and
T snggest it to Parliament. Tf Parlia-

They have no

ment approves, 1 will submit it to the

(rustees and see whether it meets with
their approval,

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. The Pre-
mier said, “It is my intenlion to ap-
proach the trostees and ask them to do
this.” He did not say that he wished
to eonsult Parliament, He is not in the
habit of consulting Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is the reasonable, fair. non-party spirit
of "the leader of the Opposition, about
which we have heard so much at the be-
ginning of the session. The Premier in
hringing the subject before Parliament
undoubtedly was consulting Parliament.
Tf he did not wish to consolt Parliament
on the matter, why on earth did he in-
troduee it into his Budget sneech? He
mentioned i, and made 3 definitely clear.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Premier said
that he was zoing to do so and so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Premter gave the (lommittee an oppor-
1anity of expressing its opinion. Tf he
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was going to do as the leader of the
Opposition would have us believe, cram
this proposal down the throats of {be
trustees, lie would have taken the same
course in regard to the interest quesiion.
But he simply asked the trustees whether
they would agree. On their replying in
the negative, that setiled the question.
Similurly, a negative from the trustees
would settle this proposal. It is dis-
tinetly unfair to read into the Treasurer’s
remarks something that he never said and
something that he had no desire to con-
vey to hon. members.

Mr. Taylor: He
trustees.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
approach the trustees?

The MINISTER FOR LA\TDS The
position is that it is before Parliament
at the present time. The matter is still
under debate and the Treasurer will have
an opportunity of expressing his view
and members will also have an oppcu-
tunity of doing so.

Hon, Fraiik Wilson: e will find ‘it
diffieult 1f he has not any stronger argu-
ments than those whieh you have put for-
ward.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
not lay myself out to convinee the hon.
gentleman beeause his views'are so totally
opposed ‘to my own. All T can do is to
place a reasonable view of the position
hefor the Chamber and let the Chamber
judge, and afterwards t‘.he public can
judge for themselves. T did propese (o
deal with the question of the put‘chase
of the steamer “Kangarco” and the mis-
representations which have been made i
regard fo it, hut that question will come
up again on the Loan Fstimates and the
Loan Bill and we will have an opporta-
nity then of referring to it. We heard a
great deal of eriticism in regard to the
Government policy and, 2s has heen ahly
pointed ent by the member for Fremantle,
most of ihal criticism has been of the
stinking fish order. We have heard mem-
bers exprescing loyalty and patriotism,
bnt that lovalty and patriotism has been
extended to the Empire and not to the
State of Western Aunstralia. When they

approached the

Why do you not
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have been referring to their own State
they have tried to do all the harm they
possibly conld. I waut Lon. members to
take to heari what the deputy leader of
ihe Opposilion said, that our State was
going through troublesome times, but that
it was now undoubtedly getting out of
them. The expendiiure which has been
ineurred in connection with the agrieul-
tural industry and the response we have
had from Jrovidence in the shape of
bounteous rains will enable us to put ihe
State on the footing we desire to see il
on. After the little things which have
been referred to and which are all of the
stinking fish order, and which might be
eliminaled from the debate, what do we
get down fo ?  Just that the sum of
£500,000 has been expended on State
trading concerns. That is the difference
in the policies of the parties, but as I
have already said, the people of the coun-
try have endorsed our policy. We tfold
ihem what it was, we were returned and
we have carried it out. The pesple lonk
tc us té6 do oor duty and ecarry out
thai policy, Although we have been sub-
jected to all sorts of criticism in regard
o our policy eonnected with the trading
concerns, the faet remains that all those
eoncersis are making good and the people
are benefiting as a result. Take the State
butcher shops. What effect have they had
on the cost of Hving?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not the slightest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
price of meat is cheaper in Western Aus-
tralia thar it iz in any other part of the
Gommonwealih.  The meat supply in
Queensland is largely in the grip of the
meat combine, Swifts and Armours, and
it is questionable. whether the people
ihere are getting a fair deal, as they are
in Western Australia, becanse we broke
up onee and for ever the meat ring which
was a disgrace to the State.  Since the
first vear in which T entered polities there
has always heen a heated discussion on
the Budget in eonnection with the meat
rifiz, hut it was never successfully tackled
until the Seaddan Government emue into
oﬁie_e. The rine now is as dead as Jalivs
Cisar, or it is as dead as my friend the
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leader of the Opposition is politically.
There are other items which I intended to
refer to but as they will come up for
discussion when the various departmental
votes are veached, fhey might be left until
then. I trnst now that bon. members
will get on to the items and that they will
realise that we bave spent a great deal of
time on the Budget debate, longer in
faet than has been the cuse for many
vears past.

General debate concluded; votes and
items iscnssed as follow:—

Ttem, Aliowance to the Governor in
lien of staff, £22G:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : [ should like to
have some informalipn with regard to
the question of the aholiticn of the office
of Governor. This may be recognised as
a hardy annual but when the matter cama
up first it was understood that ne actinmn
could be taken unless a majority of the
Stales inlerested themselves in it, and
without moving for a veduction of the
item, T would ask the Acting Premier
whether there have been any Jevalep:
ments recently.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
position this year is the same as it was
last year. Hon. members know that the
Giovernment, early in its caveer, took
steps  to  represent to the Tome
anthorities its views in regard to the
abolition of the office of Governor.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What was the
view that you put hefore the Home De-
partment ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
view that the position should be held by
one of our own citizens. Representations
were made more than two years ago and
the position was then fully explained to
the House. Tt hag been fully explained to
the House long ago. The then hon.” mem-
her for Swan raised the question on the
Estimates two years ago.

Hon, Frank Wilson: But no statement
was made in regard to representations.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Home anthorities deeclined to meet the
wishes of the Government until sneh time
as a majority. of the States desired the
alteration. That was the reply to the
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Price Government in South Australia
five years ago, and the position has not
since been altered.

Mr. SMITH: I understand that the
term of office of the present ocenpant of
the position has been renewed. TIf that
is 50 it is useless to debate the vote. There
is a strong feeling against imported Gov-
ernors, and even if the Imperial Govern-
ment will not agree to the proposed
change of system, I think we might fur-
ther the project by so reduecing the salary
as to matevially lessen the attractiveness
of the position.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I hold that
the oecupant of the office should be an
importation. .

Mr. Smith: What about the Canadian
States.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : They are not
States but provinees. They bear no re-
semblance to the Sovereign States of
Austraha,

Mr., O’Loghlen: Would not the State
still be sovereign if Sir John Forrest
were (Governor here?_

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : No, the Stale
Governor must be the direct representa-
tive of the Crown. Sir Jobn Forrest
would make an excellent Governor for any
dependency of the Empire ontside of
Australia, but we cannot deny that he has
taken an active part in Australian poli-
tics. Tt will be a sorry day when we
lessen the statns of our State Governors.

The Minister for Mines: We would not
lessen it by appointing Anstralian eitizens.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes, we
would. Tt would be the first step towards
nnification and wonld reduce the status
of the States to that of a Canadian pro-
vinee,

Hon. PRANK WITLSON: T remember
the vote being reduced on one oceasion
on a snap vote. I believe I voted with
the Government. Buf I have no recollec-
tion of any statement having been made
to the House as to representations to
the Flome anthorities. T should Hke to
know the exact wording of the represen-
tations.

The Minister for Lands: It has been
published,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
prepared to take the Minister’s staiement.
T should like to peruse the representa-
tion. T do not agree that the appointment
of an Australian citizen would alter the
status of the position. The Home au-
thorities have power to appoint anybody,
even a member of this House, and there
would be just the same connecting link
between the Imperial Crown and the State
as there is to-day. That link is supplied
by the appointment of an individgal
as a direct representative of the King,
and the political views of the individunal
do not enter into the question at all.
The present occupant of the office no
doubt has his political views, but he does
not obtrude them as his office precludes
him from taking any side. If we are
going in for economy, we must abolish
the office. If the representation was to
have a citizen of Western Ausiralia ap-
pointed, there would be no economy, be-
eause the oecupant would have to be paid
unfler the statute, and the expenses of the
office would be the same. Was the repre-
sentation in the direction of abolishing
the office?

The Altorney General: No, appointing
a citizen of Western Australia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He wonld do it for the
honour.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know that that was the object at the time.
I believe in the King being- directly re-
presented, and I do not see why an Aus-
tralian should mot have the appointment
f his services warranted his selection.
We wonld do as well under an Australian,
hat what that has to do with the vote I
fail to see. However, the expenditure
wonld he necessary all the same.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—FEzecutive Council, £45—agreed
to.

Vote—Legislotive Council, £969:

Ttem—Contingencies, £190:

Mr. HEITMANN: T protest against
every increase dealing with Parliament
House, Tt is extraordinary that where
the whole of a vote has not been sl?ent-
the full amount has again been provided.
Tf the expenditure was sufficient for last
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year, an amount equnivalent Lo the actual
expenditure only should be provided this
vear. The inergase is an invitation to the
committee to expend more than was spent
last year,

The Minister for Mines: There has
heen a rush on select committees.

AMr., HEITMANN: It would be ad-
visable 1o give the committee to under-
stand that if £200 is provided and only
£150 is spent, the estimate should be cut
down next year,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I move—
That progress be reporled and leave
asked to sit again,
Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 22
Majority against 7
AvEB.
Mr. Allen Mr. Robinson
Mr. Connouy Mo Bmith
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Veryard
pMr. Jas. Gardlner Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hardwick Mr., Willmoll
Mr. Lefroy Mr. . Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Piesse 1Teller)
Noss
Mr. Angwin Mr. Jobnston
Mr. Carpentsr Mr. Muliany
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. O'Laoghlen
Mr. Foley Mr, B. J. Siubbs
Atr. Green AMr. Taylor
Mr, Grifiths Mr. Thomas
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heflnann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hickmotl Mr. Holion
Mr. Hudsen (Teller.
br. Johnson

Motion thus negatived.

Vote pnt and passed.

Vote—Legislative Assembly, £1,895:

Ttem—Clerk Assistant, £300:

Mr. HEITMANN : This officer receives
an extra £50 as snb-librarian and £100
as secrefary to the Joint House Com-
mittee. It would be better to have this
officer’s salary stated in one sum, The
total received by him is greater than is
paid to some of the under secretaries who
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conlrol quite a large number of men and
do considerable work. 1 think some of
the positions in econnection with Parlia-
tnent carry more salary than they should.
! do not think there is a better or roore
conseicnlious officer in either House than
the officer in question, bat I think the
position is valued too highly, 1 am not
prepared to move for a reduction of the
item, but I waut to draw the attention
of the Ministry to it.

'he Minister for Works: The Ministry
have nothing to do with it.

Mr. HEITMANN: T am going to move
that it should be an instruction to the
Committee controlling the department
that in these matters some little economy
#hould be exercised. On every section deal-
ing wilh the Joint Houses of Parliament
there is an increase, and these are in-
creases which are not justified. 1 have
even seen furnitnre ordered whieh & un-
necessary. [t seems to me that those
responsible are giving the matter very
liitle attention.

vote pui and passed.

Vote—Joint House Committee, £4,322:
liem—Tuneidental, inetuding telephone
veunt, firewood, water, renewals, and other
expenditure authorised by the House

Commitiee, but exelusive of repairs to the
building, £1,500.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Who is re-
sponsible for the inerease this year in this
parlicular item, or is this also under Mrx.
Speaker?

Mr. TAYLOR: In ihe absence of Mr,
Speaker, I have been asked to explain
the Estimates which are now under dis-
cussion. Tt is impossible to tell what ex-
penditure will really be incurred under
this head. e submitted such esiimates
to the Treasurer in order that we would
not be called upon to excess our vote. If
there is no necessity to exeeed the allow-
ance-members ¢an rely upon the Com-
mittee not to spend all the money. The
('ommittee were only desirous of using
as much money as is necessary fo carry
on with.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What extra expendi-
lure do you anticipate?
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Mr. TAYLOR: It is the same vote as
last year. We may have bad certain sup-
plies twe years ago whieh we are not

called upon o replenish to the extent’

that we are called upon to do this year.
The Commiitee desire {o meet (he re-
quirements of both Houses of Parliament
and of members also, If the vole is not
needed then all the money will not he
spent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In ad-
ditton to the points raised by Lhe hon.
member for Mt, Margaret, I may say
that T am informed that a large consign-
ment of crockery and glassware was
ordered some 10 menths ago which has
just come to hand, This largely aceounts
for the increase over last year. In pre-
paving these Estimates the Committee ap-
pavently anticipaled a longer session
than we are now likely to have, and,
therefore, made provision for this con-
tingeney.

Mr. FOLEY: I should like to know
whether any of the money ineluded in
this item has been expended in connee-
tion with the late caterer leaving this
Institution, T believe in fimes gone by
a great amount of money was owed fo
the caterer by members, and that the
House voted a sum of money to recoup
the caterer.

Mr. Taylor: Yon are quife wreng.

Mr. FOLEY: It was so.

Mr. Taylor: That had to do with his
father.

Mr. FOLEY: When this caterer left
I believe a large sum of money was owing
to im. Did any of this item go towards
reducing this liability ¢

Mr. TAYLOR: XNot one penny piece
of this money went to repay the caterer
for his losses, The late calerer, Mr.
Kitchener, appealed to the Commitiee
some three or four years ago in connec-
tion with the money that was owed to
him. We pointed out to him that we as
o Commiltee were not responsible in any
way for the debls incurred by members.
We suggested Lhat to overcome this diffi-
culty he should institute a system of
purely ~cash transactions, and that we
were not in a position to vote him any
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money on this aceount. He foolishly did
not adopt tle suggestion.

The CHHAIRMAN: Order! That iz a
matter which look place some years ago.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am coming to this
year. Mr. Kitchener wrote again to the
Committee last year and asked us to make
good the money that was owing to him,
an amount of something like £600.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order! 1 submit that the bon. member
is entirely out of order in dealing with
thiz mafter.

Mr. Taylor: The hon. member wanted
to know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is ahsolutely no item under this division
which provides for the matter under dis-
cussion, I think the hon. member is en-
tirely out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing
with matters which are many years old.
The hon. member is out of order.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I do not
think we are going to enconrage economy
by passing a vole larger than is neces-
sary for the needs of the sitnation. If
on the other hand we want to encourage
extravagance that is the way to do it
When we come to other votes where I
have seen this sort of thing oceur I shall
probably move that it should be reduced.

AMr, ALLEN: I notice there is no es-
timated revente under this head. How
is it there is no revenne? I understand
that the ecatering arrangemenis now form
another of the State enterprises. There
must be some revenue coming from this
pariicular department.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is true there has
been o change in the management of the
refreshment rooms attached to hoth
Honses. Since the late calerer left the
whole Dbusiness has been hronght under
ihe Commiltee, as is the ecase in Parlia-
ments in the Eastern States. We have
appointed a conlroller at a salary of
£250, and we have obtained from the
Treasury an advance of £250, which has
heen placed in the bank to our ecredit.
The controller, under the direction of the
House Commijttee, does the buying and
supplies refreshments. We have had the
new system in operation only three
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wonibs, and, apart from the experience
of other States, we do not know how the
system will work.

Tbe Minister for Lands: Where is the
revenue brought to credit?

Mr, TAYLOR: I have no informa-
tion as to that. We pay into the bank.
At the end of the year we shall know how
we stand. Had I been aware that hon.
members intended to bring the matter up
I would have had available the two
monthly balance sheets which have been
submitied to the House committee,

Mr. Allen: Are you making a profit
or a loss so far?

Mr. TAYLOR: Until 1 came here this
afternoon I did not know that Mr.
Speaker would be absent and that he
wished me to lay the position before the
Commiitee. The only way to show a
profit on the refreshment room would
be for Parliament to sit 10 or 1] months
in the vear, A staff has to be kept on,
whether members are here or not; and
that does not apply to private establish-
ments. In reply to the member for
Irwin (Mr, James Gardiner), we have
aceounts coming in, but of course can-
not meet ihem until they arrive. All
linen and crockery are indented from
the Old Country. Until the goods come
forward, we are not called upon to pay
for them; but so soon as they arrive, we
have to mcet the liability. A consider-
able order, sent Home seven or eight
months age, will have to be paid for this
vear. I may say that nothing has been
indented for about three years, but
hreakages of crockery are necessarily
“vnewhat heavy in an establishment
catering for 80 persons. The Committee
have economised in the saving of light
alone to the extent of about £400.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
estimate this year is identical with that
of previous years. In the past Mr. Kiteh-
ener was caterer, and he paid for food,
drinks, etc, and the receipts recouped
him. Now the committee have taken over
the refreshment room. In order to take
over the stock on hand they got an ad-
vance of £235 from the Treasury which
has to be paid back in two years. An ae-
count has been opened in the Common-
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wealth Bank and the receipts are paid
into that account. The wages of the ai-
tendants have always been paid by Par-
liament.

Mr. ALLEN: Do the committee antici-
pate getting value for the expenditure of
£4,322 and how much revenue are we go-
ing to get out of it? Are we going to
make a profit or are we going to make
the accounts balance? If we are going
to economise now 15 the time to do so,

Mr, TAYLOR: The only additional ex-
pense is the payment of £50 to the Con-
troller above the amount which was paid
to the former caterer. The committee
are now responsible for the supply of
stoeck. We will issuc & balance sheet at
the end of the year.

Mr. SMITH: I think the money spent
in glassware is unnecessarily high. We
might well do with an inferior quality.
Glasses like the onme I have here cost
ahont 3s. each.

Mx. Taylor: They were bought two or
three years ago.

Iln. FRANK WITSON: The mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret does not appear to
have the knowledge of the vote that he
ought to have and he has failed to con-
vinee me that he will be able to meet his
habilities. The hon. member says that
because this vote has been drawn up by
the House committee the Government are
not responsible. Of course the Govern-
ment have everything to do with it. The
Trensurer must approve of the proposed
expenditure. The member for Mt. Mar-
garet suggests that it does not matter
what the vote is, so long as they exereise
economy. We shonld endeavour to have
the Estimates as nearly accurate as pos-
sible. There is, I think, more here than
is absolutely necessary, and we are justi-
fied in pointing out that the amount
might be reduced.

12 o’clock midnight.

Hon. R. H  UNDERWQOD (Honor-
ary Vlinister) : It has been laid down by
the House ecommittee that the House com-
mittee are in control of their vote, and
that view has been accepted by the House.
The Speaker is responsible for the items.



1442 .

Mr. HEITMANN: At the same time
the Government, through the Treasurer,
have conirol of the expenditure. A little
time ago the officers of the Legislative
Council refused to agree to the general
deduction, but the Treasurer reduced
their salaries just the same.

The Minister for Lands: Not without
their consent. He could not,

Mr. HEITMANN: Well T think Par-
liament should have some say, I move—

That the item be reduced by £279,

Mr. TAYLOR: When in Oppesition,
as a member of the House committee I
had to defend these items, The leader
of the Opposition was then Treasurer,
and he had no more to do with this vote
than has the present Treaswrer.  The
House committez are alone responsible
for their vote—and I say that with the
experience of nine or ten years’ service
on that ecommittee.

Mr. Heitmann: What percentage are
yon making on the bar?

Mr. TAYLOR: Only 30 per cenf. or
40 per eent. When the leader of the Op-
position was Treasurer Le knew no more
about this vote tban he does to-night.
Under the new system we have a con-
troller, and the commitiee are respon-
sible for the purchase of all necessary
refreshmenis. Previously thai responsi-
bility rested with the caterer., The only
inerease s one of £50, so it is idle for
members to talk of cutting the amount
down. Last year we saved £560 on the
expenditure of the previous year. Orders
are coming forward which must be met,
and if the estimate is eut down we shall
have to ask for an excess voie. The
House commiftee have been appoinied to
eonirol this matier, and will not be die-
tated to by the Government. I was not
agreeable fo the new arrangement, but a
majority favoured it, and it is now my
duty to help to make it a success. The
committee do not desire to go in for un-
neeessary expenditure.  We have econ-
omised in every particular, and the hon.
member wishes us to further economise
in a way which is impossible.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: The
estimates have been framed on a session
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of six months duration, and something
unforeseen must happen for it to extend
over that term, From inquiries I have
wade, I believe we can safely agree fo
the amendment,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
mewmber for Mt. Margaret has taken half
an hour to endeavour to convince us that
we have nothing whatever to do with this
vote, and the Minister in a few words
has shown that we have all to do with
it,  These are the Treasurer’s estimates.

"The Minister for Lands : No they are not,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There are
statutory obligaiions we eannot interfere
with, but the rest are the Treasurer’s es-
timates.

Mr. Taylor: The Treasurer eannot ex-
pend thai money.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Quite so,
but it is a vote that the Trensurer ean
supervise.

Mr, Taylor: Why did not vou saper-
vise it when you were Treasnrer?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I suggested
reductions and the committee fell in with
my suggestions. I agree that the amount
can be reduced somewhat, but who is go-
ing to pay the piper if there is a loss in
running the refreshment rooms$

Mr. Taylor: There cannot be a loss.

Mr, Allen: Why not? IKitchener made
a loss,

Mr. Taylor:
tomers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : If they take
drinks which are too long there will be a
loss. Probably the commiltee will make
a loss first and raise the prices after-
wards. The Government would have to
make zood any loss. The committee are
not personally responsible. I doubn
whether there is any legal power to per-
mit the committee to jnzele with the bank
aceount, collect moneys, pay them in, or
expend money.

Mr. Taylor: We have satisfied the
anditor on that poini, as we have been
operating for three months and have not
heard anything to the contrary.

The CEAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with the vote, All the argu-
ment about the banking account is out-
side the Estimates,

We have all cash cus-
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I support
the reduetion because I nnderstand there
is only £200 extra expenditure to be met
this vear for crockery and glassware. Tt
is essential to keep the votes down as low
as possible if we are to achieve the main
object of keeping the deficit down.

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY: I approve
of the suggestion of the member for Ger-
aldton as far as it goes, but he does not
establish the principle at all. T wonld
point out that there would still be an in-
crease in the expenditure of £100. I ean-
not understand why there showld be any
increase in the vote at all.

The Minister for Lands: There is £200
worth of erockery to be included.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Surely there
is a big margin between the sale prices
and the purchase prices of the food and
drink, There appear to be some moneys
which are not submitted to Parliament
at all. '

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
1ust confine hiwsclf ic ths guestion of
whether the item shall be reduced or not.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The com-
mittee appear to be veceiving certain
moneys whieh have not been bronght be-
fure us. Instead of the item heing in-
ereased by £400 it shouid be decreased by
a considerable smount, The money
should be aecounted for.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 30
Noes - .- o2
Majority for .. 28
ATES.
ar. Allen Mr. Johnson
Mr. Angwip Mr. JolLnsten
AMr. Carpenter Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Chesson Air. Munsic
Mr. Collier Mr, D'Loghlen
AMr. Connolly Mr. Roblinson
Ar, Cunningkam Mr. Smith
Mr, Foley Mr. B. J. Blubbs
Mr. Jas, Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr. Gllchrist Mr. Underwood
Mr. Green Mr. Walker
Mr. Grifiiths Mr, Willmott
Mr. Harrison ' Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Helimann b Mr. llolon
Mr. Hickmott {Teller}.

Mr. Hudson
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Noss.

Mr. Multany ,I Mr. Taylor

( Teller.)

Amendment thus passed,

Vote (as reduced to £4,043) put and
passed.

Vote — Joint
£5,711:

Mr. HEITMANN: I will move for a
reduction of this vote also. It must have
heen known to the Printing Committee,
when framing their estimates, that a very
short session was anticipated; and in
spite of that a number of items show in-
ereases over last year. As regards
“Typists oceasionally employed,” when
there is a long session

Printing Committee,

Mr. Boiton: And when there are select
comrmittees and Royal Commissions.

The Minister for Warks: Select com-
mittees are sitting all day, from 10
o'clock in the morning,

Mr. HEITMANN: There can be no
necessity for the inereases in “Printing
and  dictrihotion of Hansard,” “Parlia-
mentary and general printing,” and “In-
cidental.” Allowing for economies made
by the Printing Committee, I move an
amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £642.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: While I
would not go so far as the member for
Geraldton (Mr, Heitmann}, T would sup-
port a reasonable reduction. It seems
that a larger expenditure than last year's
is antieipated, more especially in “Print-
ing and distribution of Flansard.”

The Minister for Mines: The amount is
dependent partly on the length of the
session,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The session
will not be so long as the two during last
vear, and this vote conld be reduced by,
at any rate, £500. On the previons Esti-
mates “Parliamentary and general print-
ing” stood at £400, and the actnal ex-
penditure was £410. Why is £600 asked
for the same item on these Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
spoken with a gentleman who knows a
good deal about the work of the Printing
Committee, and he assures me that owing
to the-large number of select committees
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appointed this session printing will be a

heavy item, for which, it is anticipated,

£800 will be required.

Hon. Frank Wilson : How was it
known at the time the Estimates were
framed that select eommittees would be
heavy?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Estimates have been framed on the as-
sumption of a six-months session with an
average number of seleet committees.
However, on “Printing and distribution
of Hansard” it is estimated that the in-
crease of £282 will not be required, and
the same remark applies to the increases
of £117 and £40 in “Inecidental” and
“Typists oceasionally employed,” respee-
tively. That would make a total redue-
tion of £439, to which'I ask the member
for Geraldton to agree, in place of his
amendment,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: If we are
going to stay here, let us do some work.
QOur own sense ought to explain this vote
to ns. We know there bave been a num-
ber of long select committees. The Min-
ister’s explanation is reasonable,

Mr. HEITMANN: T ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Mr. HEITMANN: I now move an
amendment—
That the vole be reduced by B150.
Amendment passed.
Vote {as reduced to £5,261) put and
passed,

Votes—Joint Library Commiliee, 6397 ;
Premier’s Office, £1,455—agreed to.

Mr. ROBINSON: Those who are
seeking to assist the @Government to
economise cannot do their best at this
late hour. I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes ..
Noes .. .

Majority against

|l ol BE
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AYES.
Mr. Allen ' Mr. Robinson
Mr. Connolly Mr. Smith
Mr. Cunningham Mr., Willnott
Mr. Jas. Cardlner ' Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Hardwick Mr. Gilchrist
Mr. Harrison {Teller)
Mr. Lelroy

NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Johnston
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
~r. Green Mr. Taylor
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomas
Mr. Hellmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Bolten
AMr, Johnson (Tetler)

Motion thus negatived.
[Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Vole—Treqsury, £11,137:

Ttem, Clerks £3,812.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This item
provides for 22 clerks as against 20 last
year and there is an incrense in the ex-
penditure of £524. Will the Minister ex-
plain why the increase is needed at the
present juncture?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Treasury has taken over the paying

which was previeusly done hy various
departments. A corresponding reduction
will be found in the Lands and Agricul-
ture Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Audit, £9,006:

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I am not
satisfied with the method adopted with
regard to the trading concerns, and some
of the responsibility rests with the Audi-
tor General. We have the right to expect
not that the Auditor General shall say fo
the other officers “You have your own
form of bookkeeping and I will tell you
in six or cight or even ten months henece
whether it is the correct form.'  This
Honse has the right to expect that when
new departures are being made in ae-
countaney that the Aunditor (General shall
express his views at the time so that all
trouble may be saved. There is an in-

\,_stance in connection with the Industries
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Assistance Board where the accounts had
to be staried practically de nove. The
Auditor General has ail the power neces-
sary under the Act, but we want some-
thing more than the man who sticks to
the lines of the Ac¢t. He is the servant
of the two Houses and we have the right
to expect wherever a new department
has bheen started, the Audiior General
shall bhe consulted, and shall give his
advice as to what accounts are necessary
and see that these aeccounts are in proper
order from the word “Go.” In this way
all trouble over balance sheets will be

obviated. The trading concerns want
something like eontinuous order.

Vote put and passed.

Vole — Compassionate allowances,
£1,08¢:

Mr. HARRTSON: Has any special

ellort been made in regard to helping
returned soldiers who are no longer able
to follow their former avoeations?

The Minister for Lands: That is a
Clommonwealth responsibility.

Mr, HARRISUN: 1 know, bub there
arc instances in which the Common-
wealth takes a long time to move.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
State Government cannot take the re-
sponsibility which belongs to the Com-
monwealth, but as a State we will never
see returned soldiers in need. There are
funds from which these men can get
assislance and over and above that we,
as a State, will endeavour to do all we
ean to see them seltled. in profitable em-
ployment. We would be undertaking
more than we could carry, and would be
relieving the Commonwealth Government
of their just responsibilities,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—CGovernment Motor
vice, £2,755:

Mr. HEITMANN: T desire to eall
attention to the growth of this service.
{ am net objecting to the service as a
service, but T remember that three or
four years ago very little was spent on
motor cars. Now any clerk who bappens
to be in elose touch with the department
can get a motor car, at all events much
easier than can a member of Parliament.
The Government garage is costing too

Car Ser-
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much. Moreover the taxpayer shonld not
be called upon to provide motor cars for
the privale use of Ministers. A Minister
on a good salary should not ask the tax-
payers to pay for motor cars for his
private use.

The Minister for Lands:
it?

Mr. HEITMANN: The Premier does
it continually. I see no reason why the
Premier should not make use of a tram-
ear or a railway train. It is altogether
extravagant that the Premier, if he wants
to get his hair cut, shouid call a State
motor car to take him down town. For
a member of Parliament to get a car to
take him home from the House late at
night is made a matter of favour. Again,
there is the insolence of certain of the
chanffeurs in the Government service.
One of them seems to think he is run-
ning the State.

Ttem, General expenses, ete. (including
hire of cars) £1,960:

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: We would
he wel advised to reduce this. I move—

That the item be reduced by £50u.

Mr. ROBINSON: Why have not all
the motor cars been brought under the
one heading? Why are half a dozen here
and a number of others buried under
incidentals and varions expenses through-
ouf the Fstimates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
trust the item will not be reduced. We
have certain cars in the garage and we
plan to keep those cars fully oceupied
in the service of the State. T can assure
hon. members that the cars are but sel-
dom nsed in private service.

Mr. Thomas: Is not that where the
overtime comes in¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
that is when the cars ave used for jour-
neying into the country districts. Little
or no private use is made of the ears,
True, the Premier nses them for travel-
ling about.

Mr. James Gardiner: Do you not
think there is needless extravagance in
using them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
The Premicr uses a car for going home
to luncheon, but very often he is at his

Who does
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office tiil half-past one o’clock and then
rushes home in the ear and back again.
Ministers come np to Parliament House
te lunch and use a car to get back to their
offices. If a Minister walks, people he
meets on the street want to diseuss gques-
tions of State with bhim, and the only
way of dodging them is to take a car.
If members reduce the item, one of ihe
chautienrs will have to go, and the resnlt
will be that one of the ears will be stand-
ing idle while some department or an-
other has to hire a car. If we reduce
the ifem, a car will be idle and owing
the chauffeur being put off, officers of the
department will have to hire cars.

1 o'clock a.m,

Mr. James Gardiner: 1 did not touch
the overtime.

Mr. Heitmann: It is not right to have
a motor ear on a sports gronnd for four
or five hours for which the taxpayers
have to pay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
questionable whether the Premier should
not have it. In every otler State the
Premier has a car, and previeus Pre-
miers here had one.

Mr. Heitmann: There has never been
such extravagance riding about in the
history of the State.

Mr. Robinson: The previous Govern-
ment possessed only two cars.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
but one was the Premier’s ear, and he
used it to the same extent as the car is
used to-day.

Mr. ’Loghlen: Do not yon think the
Commissioner of Police ecould go out for
his meals without a car.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is a differenf question. A ecar was used
by the present leader of the Opposition
when he was Premier in the same way.

Hon. J. ID. Connolly: Certainly not.

Mr. Allen: Not so much.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ex-
actly the same. Everv large business
has motor cars, which are time savers
The Engineer-in-Chief receives £1,300 a
year, and if he had to take train to Fre-
mantle to attend a Harbour Trust meet-
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ing a whole day would be oceupied. By
taking a motor he can attend a meeting,
inspect the works, and return by lunch
time. Officers inspecting buildings in
the metropolitan area used to oceupy all
day, but under existing conditions there
ig a set time, and the Chief Architect
and the inspeetor of construction can do
the metropolitan area in one day.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Could not those
men drive themselves?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thati
would not pay’ If an amateur has charge
of a car the loss is more than the gain,
The Commissioner for the wheat belt in
special circumstances has the- use of a
car, and the Chief Inspector of Stock, if
an outbreak of disease requires investi-
gation, also takes one. Thus time is
saved, and there is economy in the gen-
eral administration. A ecentral garage
pays handsecwmely.

Mr. Robinson: Answer my question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
only other cars I know of are one or
two in connection with the metropoli-
tan water supply which are absolutely
essential.  Mr. Lawson, ihe only engi-
neer in the metropolitan area, has a car.

Mr, Robinson: I am only asking about
the system.

The MINISTER FOR. LANDS: The
Mines department, the department of
Agriculture and the Police each have a
car which appear under separate votes.
The central garage is for the metropoli-
fan area.

Mr. GILCHRIST: The Minister said
it paid handsomely to have a central
garage. According to the Estimates, we
lost £694 on it without considering the
value of the serviee of the cars to the
Treasurer’s department. The estimate for
next year shows a loss of about £1,000.
On those fizures the ceniral garage does
not seem to be paying handsomely.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: If a
Minister goes to the eountry he takes a
car, and the cost comes out of the
£1,000, We allotied cars for the re-
turned soldiers, and when distinguished
visitors arrive they are met at Fremantle,
shown over the city, and taken back to
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their boats. This expense comes out of
the £1,000, Thus there is no extrava-
gance; it is a wise expenditure, and is
cconomical inasmuch as it saves the time
of officers and expenditure in other direc-
tions.

Mr. Heitmann:
number of officers.

You have the same

[Mr. MeDowall resumed the Chair.)

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I had in-
tended to move to reduce the vote hecause
while the amendment would reduce the
zeneral expenses we would be retaining
on wages a man who would be
idle through mot having a car to drive.
The Minister has admitted there are cars
m other departmenils and I emphasise
that these cars are only for the central
gurage, and probably for the Premier’s
departinent and the Works Department
oniy.

The Minister for Lands: Tt takes in
every department.

Ilon. J. D. CONNOLLY : There is fhe
Agricultural Department.

The Minister for Lands: They are not
in the city.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: The cars are
rot wanted in connection with the Agri-
cultural department in the City, and with
the exception of the Premier’s office and
{lte Public Works Department there is no
neeesgity to use them there.

The Alinister for Lands: In the ease
of an officer like Mr. Sutton, it is essential
that he should have the use of a ear to
take a rnn out to investigate the cause
of some disease.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is false
economy te keep this big vote here. It
will mean that while the cars are there
they will be used. It is estimated that the
runuing cost of the cars ineluding wages,
etrol, lubricating oils, ete., is about Sd.
per mile. and on this basis these cars
wonld run about 75,000 miles in the year.

AMr. Smith; It would be cheaper to hire
the cars.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes. The
vote is altogether too big. It would be
hatter instead of agreeing to the vole in
its present form to discharge it from the
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Eslimates, and depend entirely on hired
ears,

The Minister for Mines: It is an ex-
pensive thing to hire cars.

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: It is very
much cheaper than the present system.
I suggest that the member for Irwin
should withdraw his amendment, and I
would iben move for a further reduetion.
1t would be much better to have less ears
on hand than are actually needed for the
other officers, and the Government would
find themselves better off at the end of the
year if they did reduce the number. Fully
20 per cent. of the vote is in connection
with cars that are being run about the
City.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Then it must
be fully 50 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is not even
that.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: I would sug-
gest that we should reduce item 2 (gen-
cral  BREONSCT, hire of
cars), leaving £1,000 for running ex-
penses and £500 for wages. If we kept
one car and hired others as they were
required it would he much cheaper,

Mr. ALLEN: My remarks about moter
cars and pleasure trips provoked an im-
pertinent interjection by the Minister for
Works.

I'he Minister for Works: It was an im-
pertinent remark frem you.

Mr. ALLEN: I consider that the Gov-
ernment motor car service is excessive,
and that if there is one item on which
economy should be practised it is this
one,

The Minister for Lands: It would be
false economy.

Mr. ALLEN: It is stated that some of
the officers cannot drive their own curs.
Mr, Lawson can drive a car and yet [
have often seen him being driven down
to his offiee in the morning.

The Minister for Lands: He does drive
the car.

Mr. ALLEN: I would point out that
the City engineer drives his car, and that
Mr. Kelly, his assistant, does so also.

The Minister for Works: How wany
cars have the City Council?

otp  inelndine
? b -
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Mr. ALLEN: They have two.

The Minister for Works: We have
three.

Mr, ALLEN: Ounr two cars do not cost
as much as any two run by the Govern-
ment. The remarks which T made about
pleasure trips were not meant to be im-
pertinent, as the Minister suggests. |
know of numerous cases in which the
Government cars are used oo pleasure
trips.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It appears that al-
most every person has a car mowadays,
Even the inebriates have them, And yet
in spite of the fact that there are so many
‘ears in use by the Government there ap-
pears this increase in regard to horse and
horse equipment. The Government motor
ear service is ran in a very extravagant
manper: A hig saving conld easily be
effected. When there is a central garage
for these ears [ fail to understand how
it is this hunge expenditure is incurred.
T shall vote for the reduetion of the item.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott) was
somewhat wide in his general comments
on the question of motor cars. The vote
under disenssion is one for motor cars
used in the City only. The motor cars
referred to by the hon, member as
scattered throughout the Estimates are
for couniry use,

Mr. Willmott: Do you mean that the
whole of this money for motor cars is
to be expended in the Ciiy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
As regards other motor ears on the Esti-
mates, the Mines Department have eight
or nine inspectors on the goldfields, and
these officers are provided with cars be-
eanse it is found that with such facilities
they do their work better and much more
economically than with a horse and trap.
The same remark applies to inspectors
of machinery and agriealtural and lands
insnectors. The motor ear has super-
seded the horse and frap just as these
superseded the bullock dray. Three motor
cars are employed in the City, with per-
baps a eripple. When in the East last
year T had an opportunity of observing
that the South Australian Government
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use abont nine cars in Adelaide, whilst
the numbers used in Melbourne and Syd-
ney are almost beyond counling. Allow-
ing even for the relative size of the cities,
three motor cars for Perth would not be
out of proportion. I ask hon, members
not to be influenced by the fact that the
Government ears may be oceasionally
used for pleasure, but to consider the
useful work done by the ecars. Almost
every week they are used to meet dis-
tinguished visilors arriving by (he mail
steamer, to whom it is desirable to show
some official attention, They are also
made available for charitable and other
deserving objects.

Mr. Robinson: Private owners do the
same thing with their cars.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But
that does not alter the facl that the eost
las to be met.,

Mvr. Robinson: No private person ex-
pends £900 a year on a motor ear.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
work of a private car eannol be compared
with that of a Government ear. Apart
from their use by Ministers, the Govern-
went ears are for the general use of offi-
cers holding responsible positions. The
three ears in constant use require the
services of a mechanie,

The Minister for Uands: The mechanie
also does repairs for the Police Depart-
ment.

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: Hav-
ing regard to the amount of work the
cars are ealled npon to do, the vole is
not cxcessive.

Ar, Allen: Then we cannot affeel any
economy on this vote?

'The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

hon. member ¢annot hear to see a Labour
Minister in a motor car. The hon, mem-
ber’s bile rises al snch n sight. I hope
the Commitige will view the queslion in
a fair light.
- A, JAMES GARDINER: T want it
clearly understood that I am not atfack-
ing this vote beeause the ears are used by
Labour Minislers.

Mr. Allen : Nor dnes anvhody else
either,
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Mr. JAMES GARDINER: No matter
what Government may be in power, the
people of this State do not want to see
their Premier walking to meet a dis-
‘tinguished visitor. In view of the gen-
eral reduclions of wages and salaries,
however, I think Ministers should in their
own behalf show a desire to reduce such
a vote as this. T have never heen able to
eonvinge myself that it would be cheaper
for me to own a car thaa te hire one. I
‘think the Government would find it
would be preferahle for them to hire cars,
especially when it is possible to get re-
liable men as ehaunffeurs.

-Mr.ROBINSON: I do not think the
Acting Premier should make a wholesale
accusation against members in connection
with the use of motor ears by the mem-
_bers of the Government. Every member
is only too pleased to know that the
‘members of the Government use motor
cars. It is quite the proper thing for
every Minister of the Crown tn have a
ear to ride in. The time of Ministers is
valnable and the country wants to make
the best use of their services. For £725
Per annum every member of the Govern-
ment shonld have a car for his own use
and a driver to go out at his bidding.
Tf three cars cost the Government £2,700
to run, it is too much monev. T do not
think there is anv car in Western Aus-
“tralia ‘which is costing ifs owner, inelnd-
‘ihg the wages of the chauffeur and all ex-
1ienses. more than £400 a vear. But
here. three cars eost no less a sum than
£900 each,

The Minister for Works:
cars’is included in the sum.

"Mr. ROBINSON : The general ex-
nenses item appears to me to he ab-
normally high. Tt amonnts to £600 per
car. or if 'we take the sugeestion of the
memher for Perth to allow £300 for
“hiring. it leaves £550 ner ear. One could
huy a brand new ear for that sum. What
‘ean the general exnenses he that would
amount to snch a huge sum? I cannot
héln thinkine, wlthm\t levelline undne
eritieism against the Government. that if
the ‘services of a man who knew the motor
‘brigitiess "'weré seenred to go thoroughly

The hire of
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into this matter, he would save the Gov-
ernment £1,000 a year. I cannot help
saying that il is absolutely ridieulous for
three ears to cost £2,700 per annum.
There can be no car belonging to any
private person i Australia which can he
cosling as much for maintenance as the
three (fovernment cars. I think nothing
will be lost of the use of the cars if the
vote is cut down as suggested.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; If
members reduce the vote we will have
to eut out the country trips of our ex-
pert officers. Te-day Ministers and offi-
cers do more work in the eountry than
aver beforve. If you desire Ministers fo
go round the eountry distriets they must
go by motor car, and if you ecut down the
vote Ministers will remain in their offices.
Outside the House it has been assked why
Labour Ministers shonld want to ride in
motor catrs. Personally T have no objec-
tion to riding in a railway train, but T
eannot spare the timec to go ount into the
country by train. Il ilw ilew i3 raduced,
not only will Ministers see less of the
country, but our officers, such as Mr.
Suttrn, Mr. Moody, Mr, Connor, and Mr.
Weir, will have to remain in the City.
We do not use the ecars for pleasure to
the extent hon. members seem to believe.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There are the de-
partmental cars in addition to these.

The MTINTSTER FOR LANDS: That
is anolher misstatement. There is no car
associated with Mr. Sutton, Mr. Moody,
*’r, Connor, or Mr. Weir.

Mr. James Gardiner: If the reduction
is made it will still leave you w1th £1,634
for Ministerial purposes.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Our
officers will have to go out more this year
than they did last vear, and I hope that
Ministers also will go out more fre-
qucntlv

Mr, E. B. Johnston: The officers ought
to go in the train.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, it
means too mueh wasted time, both in
travelling and in making connections.
The car saves an enormous amount of
time. There is no extravaganee in ¢on-
nection with these cars,
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Surely the
Minister does not expect members to take
his specious arguments seriously ! He
says Ministers and their officers will not
go out into the country if the vote is re-
duced. What bappened before we had
this central garage?

The Minister for Lands :
nothing abont the country.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If necessary
vou will hire a car for the officers, and it
will be dcbited to the department. On
these short trips akout town it would be
cheaper to hire a car when required than
to keep the Government cars constantly
standing.

Mr. SMITH : I do not objeet to the use
of the cars in the Government service, but
the general feeling is that we are spend-
ing too much on the service. For one
thing Ministers and their officers might
well use smaller ears than they bave to-
day. Another saving might be made by
purchasing cheaper cars which wonld
serve the purpose as well as cars costing
up to £1,000.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Officials when
going into the country shonld travel by
train. Tf Ministers prefer to fake a
motor car they should have it. It has
heen a surprise to me that the Minister
for Mines has at fimes desired a car and
it has not been available. The provision
that certain officials indieated should have
motors for country trips is not an
economical arrangement. ‘Good train ser-
vices are run in most districts, and these
officials have free passes on the railways.
Until latelv it was the practice for them
to take trains to Narrogin or Katanning
and there hire a car, which arrangement
was far more economical than racking
the cars over the roads to Katanning in
daylight when previously they travelled
by train at night without costing the
State a penny. I agree that Ministers
shonld have a car,

Hon. Frank Wilson: On the country’s
husiness, not on a fishing expedition.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Certainlv.

Mr, FOLEY: If the cars were being
nsed for the purpose stated by the Min-
ister, no one would cavil. The interjec-

You knew
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tion of the leader of the Opposition that
State motors shonld not be used on fish-
ing expeditions has given away the whole
argument of the Opposition. If a Min-
ister wishes to have a motor ear to do his
work more effectively, no one should com-
plain. If the officials mentioned used
the cars only on State business it wounld
be all right, bub these cars are being put
to other nses. T have seen officials taking
their families out on Sunday in Govern-
ment motor cars, and it is up to those in
charge of the cars to see that this sort of
thing is discontinned. T saw the Seeretary
to the Premier taking his family out on
Sunday. The taxpayers do not maintain
cars for sueh officers to take their families
and friends ont on Sunday. I believe in
giving concrete instances, and if other
members had done the same it wonld have
heen more to their credit than ecasting
aspersions generally, .

Mr. THOMAS: I have been in some-
what of a quandary 0s to how I should
vote.

Mr. Taylor;: Now you are sabisfied?

Mr. THOMAS: T have been influenced
by the direet and emphatic statement of
the member for Leonora.

The Minister for Works: That might
have happened once.

Mr. THOMAS: T entirely agree with
the hon, member. 1t would be a loss fo
the State if Ministers were deprived of
the opportunity of getting about quickly
and conveniently in order to attend pub-
lie funefions, to get in tonch with the
wants of the people. and to get to know
them better, The Premier should have a
motor ear when he needs it, but T object
to the abuse of these cars, and if T vote
for the reduction it will be as a protest
against such abuse. It would be a foolish
economy to deprive Ministers of the legiti-
mate vse of motor cars, and I do not think
any objection has been raised to this. As
a protest against officers using Govern-
ment motor cars on Sundays for private
purposes I would vote for a reduction.
T am inclined to think this is done to a
greater extent than is admitted. It is
time that the officials who are using the
cars at the expense of the State should
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be told {hat they must discontinue the
action. I will not vote to carry on such
a sysiem. I1f Ministers kept as closely
in touch with the-matter as they should
do I think a saving could be effected of
at least £500 a year.

2 d'clock a.m.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: With the
permission of the Committee I will with-
draw my amendment to Ttem No. 2.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: [ move an
amendment-—

That the item be reduced by £455.

Amendment passed.

Vote {as reduced to £1,239) put and
passed.

Vote—Government
£23,109:

Itern—Manager, £528.

Mr. HEITMANN: 1 should like to
know from the Minister why there is an
ineresse of £35 on this item,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
due to the faet that last year the man-
ager was a member of the Workers’
Homes Board, but that now hLe bas left
the Board his full salary appears on the
Savings Banks Estimates. There is no
inerease whatsoever to the manager.

Mr. HEITMANN : T think the Minister
is making a mistake, The salary of this
officer was never, so far as I know, £528

Savings  Bank,

per annum.
The Minister for Lands: Yes, it was.
Mr. (YLOGHLEN: I do not think

there ean be very much opposition to this
unless we are going to wipe out every
inerease on the Estimates. This officer
has been getting a salary which is
inadequate for the work he has to carry
out. It is a ridieulons salary for the
mapager of a bank. I am not, however,
satisfied with the policy adopted by that
gentleman in connection with the business
of the bank. When he was asked ilo
stapd up against the Commonwealth bank
and told to open agencies thronghout the
State he did not exercise sufficient dis-
erimination to ensure the success of the
State Savings Bank system. It is a re-
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{lection on the public men of Australia
that these two systems should be running
side by side, and I hope the Minister will
he able to give ns some indieation as to
when the trouble will come to an end.
It almost makes one cry to go through
the eountry distriets and see two institu-
tions run by the same people operating
one against the other. The Common-
wealth had no right to enter into this
husiness in opposition to the States, and
certainly not in this State. In establish-
ing their banks the Commonwealth made
use of the popular institutions, the post
officeg. When the manager of the Statle
Bavings Bank appointed agents, as he
was obliged to do, he did not appoint
the most suwitable men, The men whe
were appointed were the country store-
keepers, and the result was that customers
having £5 to lodge, but possibly having
a big bill against them at the store, pre-
ferred to lodge their deposit at the Com-
monwealth Savings Bank, and the State
Bank lost the business, I do think that
Me Toochen 2id ot stand up tu e
position as he should have dome. Pro-
bably the Federal institution will win out
egainst the State banks in the end.

“Mr. JAMES GARDINER : Like the
last speaker, I think that if ever there
wes a shabby thing done it was done
by the Federal Government when they
started their Savings Bank in opposition
to our State Savings Bank. When the
Federal Constitution was framed, it was
clearly understood that the States should
conduct their own Savings Banks. The
salary for the manager of our Savings
Bank I do not consider too large. Does
it not seem that salaries of about £4
per weele are inadequate for Savings
Bank branch managera? In finding such
salaries we risk not giving the man
sufficient to pay his way.

Mr. HEITMANN: I am not yet
satisfied that the manager’s salary doea
not carry an increase. While I do not
consider the amount of £528 too much,
I hold that in such times as the present
no man receiving over £200 per annum
should be granted an increase. If the
menager was formerly paid something
on account of the Workers’ Homes
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Board, it was for ewtr&*work?whwh he

no longer performs. -

~Mr. Foley : On a point of order, seeing
that a later item has been debated by the
member for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner),
is the member for Geraldton (Mr. Heit-
mann) in order in discussing this itern of
the manager's salary ?

The CHATRMAN: General dis
cussion is allowed on the first item of
each vote.

Mr. HEITMANN : gY.find now that
the salary appeared as  £528 on last
year's Estimates. The man.a.ﬂer of the
State Savings Bank does not, howsver,
carry the responsibilities of & mandger of
8 chartered bank, since he is not con-
cerned with advances or loans, the money
passing through the Treasury. I agree
with the member for TForrest (Mr.
O’Loghlen) that it is a pity our State
Government did not protest in very
strong language when the Federal Gov.
ernment were about to establish their
Savings Bank to compete against ours,

The Minister for Lands: We did
protest at the time.

Mr. Robinson: Why, you proposed
to sell our Savings Bank.

The Minister for Lands: Never.

Hon. Frank Wilson: #' A former
Minister for Lands went East for the
purpose of making the sale.

Mr. HEITMANN : He went over to
beg for betker conditions from a Govera-
ment who always opposed duplication.
On this and other questions Western
Australia has been treated in a dis-
gusting fashion by the Federal Govorn-
ment, and it seems that the members
of the Federal Parliament are going to
take every opportunity of belittling
this State. The running of the Federal
Savings Benk in opposition to the State
institution is a.bsolutely unfair and un-
sound.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Bearing
in mind my own protests against en-
eroachments by tho Federal Parliament
on State revenues-—amongst them the
Savings Bank—1I find the cxpressivn of
opinicns from hon. members opposite
quity rofreshing. Ministers now applaud
the idea that we should have to put up
a fight for the State savings bank. QOn
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many occasions they pandered to the
Foaderal Government on this very question
and they negotiated to hand over the
State institution to the Federal authori-
ties. Hon. members are not true to
their country ; they are prepared to sell
it at any btime, and then they blame
another place for it. I am sick and
tired of hearing sach c¢hildish arguments,
and the soomer members realise their
responsibilities the better. The wvote
has beon increased this year by £1,040.
It soems strange to have an increase
in an institution which has suffered so
severoly from competition. The de-
posits have fallen off considerably. In
1914 the total deposits fell off to the
axtent of about £300,000 and in the
recent months of the present year there
has also been a falling off in the deposits.
Why, therefore, should we¢ bhave in-
creased expenditure ? I do not think
that the question of starting branch
establishments, which is apparently re-
sponsible for the increase in the vote is
going to help us. We might just as well
have kept the agencies going. If we
had done that we would not have besn
involved in this expenditure in con-
neetion with the establishmeat of
branches. The member for Forresé has
complained about the agents. There
may be isolated instances where un-
suitable agents have been appointed,
but taken all round I-think we have had
good results from the agencies in the
past ten years. The hon. member also
complains that a bank loses business
because empioyees have to pay their
money into the hands of their own
accountant who is the bank’'s agent.
That does not make a serap of difference,
and I have yet to learn that it has had
any effect at the sawmills. I protest
againgt the increase in the total ox-
penditure. When we have a falling
off in the business it is not sound ad-
ministration. We ought to be able to
kesp down expenditure proportionately
with the decrease of business. T hope the
Minister will see his way clear to bringing
down the vote to at least that of last
year.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I desire to
support the remarks of the leader of
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the Opposition. It is the height of
folly for the State Government to go
on increasing oxpenditure in an en-
deavour to attract depositors who are
leaving the State Bank and going to
the Commonwealth Bank, even though
they are not there getting the same
consideration as they were getting from
the State institution. We are in-
creasing the expenditure to such an extent
that presently we will be getting nothing
ab all out of the State Bank. A deter-
mined effort should be made to compel
the Commonwealth Government to come
to an understanding with the States in
regard to savings bank business. The
existing state of affairs is secandalous.
If Parlinment would stand loyally behind
the Government we might reach some
satisfactory solution of the difficulty.

Mr. MUNSIE : No matter what
amount of money the State Government
may spend in trying to retain the de-
positors in our State Savings Bank, I
believe they must fail, at any rate in
the country distriets, where the Common-
wonlth iz inveriahly loeated in
the local post office. 1 wish to con-
tradict the statement of the leader of
the Opposition that the present Govern-
ment endeavoured to hand over the
State Savings Bank to the Common-
wealth Government. The present Gov-
ernment have fought the Commonwealth
Government over their sttitude in regard
to the State BSavings Bank. Govern-
ments of the past in every State have
been to blame for the interference of
the Commonwealth CGovernment in the
savings bank business. Ewven with the
assistance of its savings bank depart-
ment the Commonwealth Bank would
not he wholly successiul to-day but for
the aid of the note issue. 1 hope the
people of all the States will see the
folly of endeavouring to support two
savings banks, and wiil suceced in
inducing either the Commonwealth or
the State Government to give up the
business. Personally I think the Com-
monwealth should run the Savings
Bank since they have the post office,
but the State should receive some
consideration as regards the expenditure
of the money.

[61]
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Mr. TAYLOR: Our unfortunate
position is due to the fact that in the
early negotiations boetween the State
and Federal Governments they were to
come to an amicable arrangement under
certain conditions. While the negotia-
tions were proceedirg, the State (tovern-
ment sat quiet and when they did not
meet the wishes of the Federal Govern-
ment the latter entered into vomnpetition
with us and it was too late for the State
to put up a strenvoug fight. I have
always opposed the Federnl Government
commandeoring this successiul institution
in a most unstatesmanlike wuy. No
language is sufficiently scvere to describe
the Federal CGovernment's attitude. This
money was used for ihe benefit ond
development of the Stote. It wes tho
people’s monay, and the institution was
undoubtedly snecessful. The Tederal
Governmont embarked on their banking
seheme, which  had  practically failed,
end they s.ow no other way of escape
when in open competition with the
chartered banks than that of comn-
manderring the large amount of accu-
mulated wealth in the State savings
Banks.

The Minister for Works: That is
entirely wrong.
Mr. TAYLOR: 1 am sorry the

question was not raised on the platform.
The savings bank has been a grest boon
to this State. Although the cmount of
£85 appears fo be an increase in the
manager’s salery, it is reslly not se
because it was previously provided for
by the Workers' Homes I3oard. If it
were an increase I would oppose it.

[Mr. Holman took the Chair]

Itern —Commission paynble to agents,
otc., £4,500.

Mr. FOLEY : Some of the ¢hartered
banks acting as agents for the Savings
Bank are not giving the State o fair deal.

The Minister for Works: A change
was made after your complaint last

. year.

Mr. FOLEY: I believe no material
alteration has yet been mado.  When the
complaint was made last year the
manager snd the Government con-
sidered the matter and some alteration
was made. When people went to the



1424

chartered banks to pay money into &
savings bank account, they wore asked
to pay it into an account with the
chartered banks. I believe this sort
of thing is still going on and I hope
further action will be taken.
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Government Stores, £11,124:
Item—Controller of Stores, £504.
Mr. JAMES GARDINER : I presume
the controller controls alt stores. I
would like to draw the attention of the
Government to the fact that the stores
held are altogether too large. Thero is
no _.department which requires such
careful supervision in this respect as the
Government Stores.
The Minister for Lands:
very careiul Controller.
Mr. JAMES GARDINER: So long
a3 authority is given to indenture we
shall have these amounts cresping up.
We find one instance in which although
the number of employees has decreased
the amount involved has gone up. There
is another item which has also gone up.
The CHATRMAN : The hon. member

We have a

eannot refer to the various items. He
must dea! with one item.
Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Can we

have & general discussion on the Stores on
Item No. 1t

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
can discuss the item dealing with the
Controller of Stores.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : Can we not
discuss the Stores generally on this
itemn 17

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. mermber
can refer to items lower down if in so
doing he does not interiere with the
discussion of other members on items
higher up.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER:
have a general discussion ?

The CHATRMAN : Under the Stand-
ing Orders a general discussion on the
whole Estimates of the Department is
held on the first Vote. That is to say,

Can we

when the Department of a Minister is

being dealt with the hon. member can
deal with the whole of the divisions in the
Department, but cannot have a general
discussion on every division of the depart-
ment.,
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Mr. JAMES GARDINER : It was
to avoid getting into a false position that
I started in this way. So far as the
Government Stores are concerned, the
whole vote is such that it will require
discussion. The general Vote has in-
creased, when at the present juncture
there is no necessity for an increase.

Itern—~Clerks, 38, £8,315,

Mr. WILLMOTT : In this item we
have fewer clerks than existed last year
and yet there is an increase in the cost
of clerical agsistance of £646. That re-
quires some explanation. 1t amounts to
an increase of £17 per head at a time
when we are all howling economy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Thera
is no actual increased expenditure other
than the statutory increases which must
be provided. The item is made up
of these statutory increases, the full
drawing of salaries which were not fully
drawn last year owing to officers being
away, and by the filling up of three
vacant positions.

Mr. WILLMOTT : We know that no
increase can be greater than £12 per head,
and yet there have been increases here
of an average of £5 per head over and
above the statutory increases. The ex-
planation of the Minister does not fill
the bill. -

The Minister for Lands:
exact position. i

Itern—Wages and incidentals, £3,400.

Mr. ROBINSON : Will the Minister
be good enough to explain how the net
increase of £1,000 is accounted lor ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDLS : This
amount weas previously provided under
Stores Suspense Account dealing with
the issues of stores which were provided
for on the Suspense Account and paid
for by the departments. 'The Auditor
General took exception to the Suspense
Account and claimed that it was not
suthorised by Parliament. As a result of
that the Suspense Account was done
away with and the itemm was provided

It is the

on the Revenue Estimates. .
Mr. Robinson : What was the amoun
last year ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was the same amount. An item for
the State Sawmills would be issued
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against the Stores suspense account. As
the item was drawn by the sawmills, there
would be recoups to the Stores suspense
account. The Auditor General said that
the procedure was not correct, and that
the proper course was to provide an
item on the Estimates for the purpose.

3 o'clock, am.

Mr. Robinson : But it is shown as a
loss. There is no method of recoup.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amount on the Estimates i3 recouped
by the wvarious departments drawing
stores.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants,
£11,200 :

Ttern, Tublic Library of Western Aus-
tralia, £3,250. .

Mr. ROBINSON : Last vear’s vote
of £3,000 was exceeded by £230. This
yesar, in war time, the item is raised to
£3,250.

The Minister for Mines : It was starved
in previous years.

Mr. ROBINSON : What is the amount
made up of ?

‘I'ne Mamster for Mines: HBooks, sal-
aries, upkeep, everything connected with
the institution.

Mr. ROBINSON : Could not some of
the books intended to be purchased be
done without ! Too much has been
spent on laxuries for years past, and
the time has now been reached for cutting
down such items as this., Has any in-
quiry been made into the need for the
expenditure ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
itemm was cut down last year, but the
managing committee of the institution
pointed ont that they could not possibly
manage on the amount provided, and
g0 the item has been increased by £250.
The Treasurer made inquiry into the
mabtter.

Mr. Robinson: It will have to be
inquired into by someone eise.
Mr. GREEN : Though not opposing

the itern I wish to point out that the
Perth library gets four times as much as
all other libraries in the State put to-
gether. I have experienced great diffi-
culty in getting very small grants for
eountry libraries. .
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Mr. HEITMANN : For years past the
committee of the Perth public library
have pleaded hard for an increase, and
now they have succeeded n getting one,
It is up to Parliament to notify them that
they must exercise economy. Last year
there was a good deal of expense in
recrganisation and recataloguing, which
will not recur. At the present time
we should be prepared to do without
luxuries.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs : This is not a lnxury.

Mr. HEITMANN : Not many people
in Perth use the library. I move an
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £250.

Mr. TAYLOR : This item has appeared
on the Estimates year after year. The
vote is vested in the board of manage-
ment and the Minister should be able
to give us some detailed account as to
how the money is spent.

Mr. Robinson: And how much of
it is wages.
Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, and who is

controlling it. We have heard some
disparaging remarks about the control
of this institution.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : One is reluctant
to support a motion for the reduction of
s vote such as this, but as the general
trend is in the direction of reductions
I am prepared to support the proposal.
I have no doubt that big arguments
will be advanced in favour of an increase
rather than a reduction of the vote.
I beliove that the library in this State
is much ahead of the people’'s require-
ments. The buildings are ten years
ahead of their time and the expenditure
on these buildings couid well have been
left over to somo futuro time and the
money devoted to the development of
the interior. The undertaking of that
work has increased the coat of the upkeep
of the institution. I have heard of an
instance of economy by the refusal to
purchase the Bulletin. The reason
was asked and the reply given was
simply on account of lack of funds.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The best thing
they have ever done there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I do not care
whether it was the Producers’ Review
or any other paper. A paper so widely
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read a3 the Bulletin should be found
in the library.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I have pleasure
in supporting the reduction. For a
long time huge sums of money have heen
poured into this library, sums huge
as compared with the paltry crumbs
scattered among the little libraries in
the bush. I think the item should be
kept down to £3,000.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : I trust the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.
It is all very well to complain that the
Bulletin i3 not to be found there, or that
libraries of the same size do not exisé
in country districts, but it must be
remternbered that this institution is
doing magnificent work. It is mades
use of, not only by large numbers of
general readers, but by studonts also.
Many of the books are sent round the
Stato to remote libreries.
~Mr. Taylor: A special item is provided
for that.

“Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is only
to meet the expense of sending the books
to those smaller libraries. It does not
include the cost of those books.

~Mr. E. B. Johnston: The return
freight is paid by the country library.

*Mr. B. J. STUBBS : Except we keep
the main library ap to date it will be
.impossible to supply the country in-
stitutions.
 ~Mr. Willmott: A lot of consideration
is given to the country libraries.

The Minister for Mines: The last
case of books that went to Bridgetown
was returned unopened.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The institution
is doing immense good, not only in
the metropolitan area but in every part
of the State. The vote was cut down
last year, and the committeo controlling
the library are strongly averse to waste.

Mr. HARRISON : If economies are
to be made, they must be made some-
where. The advantages derived {from
this institution by country people are
not to be cormpared with those derived
by people in the City. I support the
reduction.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
trustees consist of the Hon. Sir Winthrop
Hackett (President), Hon. H. Briggs,

- [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. F. W. Burrows, Mr. W. Dwyer, Dr.
H. F. Harvey, Mr. R. S. Haynes, Sir
Walter James, Dr. H. T. Kelsall, Mr.
H. 5. King, the Hon. the Chief Justice,
Mr. C. G Morris, Rt. Rev. Dr. Riley,
Mr. W. Somerville, Hon. Sir Edward
Stone, and Rev., D, I, Freedman., The
report of the " President for 1013-14
stated—

The trustees desire to draw the
very serious attention of the Govern-
ment to those paragraphs in the
reports of the Chief Librarian and the
Director of the Museumy which relate
to the question of the Parliainentary
grants. The necessity for the in-
croases asked for has been pressod
upen the Government for some years
past, and the trustees feel that the
necessity is fully recognised. That
increased grants are imperative is
made more evident by the decision
of the Government that the trustees
must for the future be responsible for
repairs, ete., to the buildings, a charge
which up to this time has been borne
by the Public Works Department.
Consequently, whilst recognising the
stringency of the finencial conditions
at this time, the trustces foel that
they must strongly urge that some
additional help be given to enable
them to continue the work efficiently.
Mr. Gilehrist : What would the

repairs amount to ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : About
£200 a year. The chief Librarian, in
his report to the President stated—

With regard to the question of the
annual Parliamentary grant, I have
for years past laid stress upon the
fact that it is totally inadequate for
the purpose. Whilst recognising the
financial difficulties that oxist at
present, I feel bound to urge upon the
trustees the necessity for some in-
crease being secared. As & trust
they are called upon to pay many
expenses that were formerly paid by
the Public Works Department. These
alone have made the financial position
serious, while the increasing require-
ments of a growing institution have
made it quite impossible to continue
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to secure efficiency unless the grant
be considerably increased.

The vote referred to was £3,500 and
that has been reduced to £3,250 though
it was claimed that the larger amount
was inadequate in view of the expense
of maintaining the building. In regard
to the number of volumes the Chief
Librarian stated—

The reference library now containg
99,973 volumes, and the travelling
libraries 11,687, making a total of
111,660 volumes in the institution.
During the year 3,457 volumes have
been added to the general ¢ollection.
and 1,058 to the travelling libraries.
These totals do not include the un-
bound newspapers, pamphlets, and
parts which have been roceived. The
total number of visitors to the library
for the twolve months was 201,668,
being an increase of 49,388 compared
with the figures of last year.

Referring to the Children’s library the
same official wrote—

The children’'s room has proved
vury popuisr even though the trustees
have not been able to expend any
considerable amount on suitable books.
The monthly attendance has wvaried
between 1,600 and 2,000 and the
interest taken seems to prove that
setting apart & separate room for
young people was justified.

The oxpenditure on wages and salaries
was £1,872 out of the total of £3,368.
Yurniture, fittings, and repairs repre-
sonted £110, and the purchase of books,
hinding, wages in conncction with bind-
ing and material totalled £1,077. We
hLave penalised this institution in the
last two years to the extent of about
£500 including the sum of £200 for re-
pairs. The institution ia fulfilling a good
purpose and is growing in populsrity
and the vote should not be further
reduced. )

Mr. GILCHRIST: It would be
false eoconomy to astarve an institution
of this description.

Mr. Smith : Suppose we cannot
afford it ?
Mr. GILCBRIST: We shall have

to and economise in other directions.
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Mr. Willmott :
one says.

That is what every-

Mr. Harrison: Better have food for
the body than for the mind. -

Mr. GILCHRIST : I should be ready
to support the amendment if the succeed-
ing item on the Estimates repressnted
the whole amount spent on extending
the usefulness of the library to the
country districts. Apparently £200 only
ropresants the cost of getting all the
boxes of books to the country. We
understand from the report that 10
per cent. of the hooks purchased Ilast
year was put into the country library,
which is altogether distinct from the
reference library which is housed in
the James Streot building. I regret

that the Committee have not seen fit

to establish a lending library, in order
that the advantages of the institution
might be extended to those busy people
who are not able to spend much time
in a reforence library. If some ex-
penditure was devoted to the estab-
iishment of a lending branch of the
library that institution would be of
rauch greater use than it is at the present
time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We have a good
public lending library in Perth now.

Mr., GILCHRIST: The londing li-
braries about Perth -are not free for
one thing, and they are chiefly fiction
libraries for another. A lending branch
of the library to assist students in their
studies would be at least as valuable
as & relerence library, such as has
already been builit.

Mr. CARPENTER : 1 should support
a reduction in the vote if I thought by
so doing we should not depreciate one
of our national assets. It is evident
that this committee has been called
upon to make its share of sacrifice, and
we ought to pause before we impose
any further impediment upon its work.
If we strike this amount off the Estimates
the committee will either be compelled
to neglect the building or the upkeep
of the books, which would perhaps be
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the greater evil. We do not want to
destroy the utility of the library {rom the
public point of view.

Mr. TAYLOR: The detailed account
read by the Minister did not give what
I raquired. I want to know the salary
of the secretary and his Functions, and
particnlars as to those who are smployed
in the institution. The librarian takes
other work. For instance, he edited
& work known as The Cyclopaedia of
Western Awustralia, in connection with
which more men were rooked than over
any other onterprise of the kind in
Australia. I heard the librarian state
in the witness box that he edited the
publication, or corrected it for the press ;
and he also said that the knowledge
gained in his position enabled him to
qualify the cyclopaedia as a valuable
work. Although part of this item will
go to pay the librarian’s salary, he has
ample time to make propositions to
impose on the public. I venture to assert
that between 200 and 300 summonses
were issued in connection with the
cyclopaedia. 1 myself was sued, but
my defence was successful notwith-
standing sycophants posing on the
strength of their positions in the publie
sorvice who eame forward to support
the claimm. The item should be post-
poned until the Committee know how
past items have been expended and
how this item is to be expended, especially
in view of the hard times.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 19
Noes 13
Majoirty for . 6
AYEB.
Mr, Chesson Mr. Letroy
Mr, Cuaningham Mr. Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. Munsle
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Robinson
Mr. Green Mr. Smith
Mr., Grifithe Mr. Taylor
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Heltiraon Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hichumott Mr. O’'Loghlen
Mr. Hudson {Teller).
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NoEs,
Mr, Allen y Mr. Johnson
Mr. Angwin I Mr. Johnston
Mr. Carpenter . Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Colller "I Mr. Underwood
Mr. Connolly i Mr. Walker
Mr. Gilchrist | Mr. Bolton
Mr. Hardwick ! (Teller).

Amendment thus passed.
{Mr. McDowall resumed the Chair.]
4 o'clock, a.m.

Item, Law Library, £100:

*Mr. FOLEY : This item can be done
without because there have not been
many laws passed in any part of the
world in the last twelve months. I
move an amendment—

That the item be struck out.

Mr. ROBINSON: A little knowledge
is & dangerous thing, and while my
friend the member for Leonora is fre-
quently right, on this ocecasion he is
utterly wrong. The item for the Law
Library might easily he £500. It is
the most economically managed library
in the State. Thoy could spend in new
editions a couple of hundred pounds,
and the £100 would be little enough to
pay for the various reports which come
along from England, America, and other
countries, and which have to be used by
our judges. If we are going to reduce
an item of this kind we had better wipe
out the libraries and the literary in-
stitutes and shoot all the animals in the
Zoo. Nearly all the lawyers have their
own libraries, and they are absolutely
independent, but the judges cannot be
expected to have their own libraries.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister): They can afford to pay for
them.
Mr. HUDSON : The cobservations of

the last spsaker have no application to
this vote. The law library is a branch
of the public library, and is in Beasufort
street, Perth. There is provision made
in another part of the Hatimates of £250
as a vote towards what is the law library
referred to by the hon. member. The
law library gives laymen, members of
Parliament and others the opportunity
of reading ** Every man his own lawyer ™"
and pgetting a smattering of law which
leads him into trouble. I think it
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would be a pity to wipe out the vote
altogether, alt.hough 1t might be reduced
a little.

Mr. ROBINSON : Will the Attorney
General state whether the law library
referred to in the Estimates we are just
now considering is the law library of
the Supreme Court ! 1 was not aware
that there was a law library in existence
snywhere else, I notice on page 60
of the Estimates that there is an item
of £250 for law books.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Iam
not aware of any law library except the
one referred to by the member for Can-
ning. The law provision under the
Supreme Court is quite another matter.
In the item occurring in the estimates of
my department we provide all the latest
legal literature for the use of the Crown
Law officers, not only in the City but
throughout the State.

«Mr. Taylor: Is this the Supreme
Caurt library ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly it is. Our own judges use it,
and so too do the indges of the High
Court. It is also open to members of
Parliament. It is imperative that we
should keep the law library up to date.

Mr. HUDSON : I do not desire to
mislead the Committee. I take it that
i this item iz passed it will be admin-
istered by the committee referred to
by the acting Treasurer. It is grouped
under *‘ Literary end Scientific Grants
and therefore is not the Supreme Court
library. I would like the acting Trea-
surer to tell us whether the money he
proposes to spend will be devoted to the
purchase of books for the Supreme
Court library situated at the Law Courts
in Perth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : T am
not in a position to say definitely whether
there are two law libraries in existence.
I am under the impression that this is
for the library at the Supreme Court,
and I am not aware that there is another
law library in existence at the Public
Library. However, i there is, this is
the item.

Mr. WILLMOTT : There seems to be
& grave doubt as to where this £100 is
to be used. In the circumstances 1T
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have come to the conclusion that the
only reasonable thing to do is to delete
the item. When we see that later in
the Estimates there is another provision
for law books, it seems very much like
a duplication.

Mr. Hudson : If the Attorney General
is right it is a duplication.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Then the proper
thing to do is to delete the item.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : There
can be no doubt whatever about the
destination of the money. There is
but one law library.

Mr. Taylor: Where is it situated ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At
the Supreme Court. There is no duplica-
tion. The books in my department are
purchased for the use of the Crown Law
officers of the State, and sometimes the
vote has to be increased as the magis-
tracy is increased. These books are
abgsolutely necessary to the carrying
out of the work of the department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who controls
the library ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
really under the control of the Barristers’
Board,

Mr. Smith :
separated ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : In the
one case the item represents the library
for the judges and the barristers, and in
the other it is for thie use of the officers
of the department.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item—Western Australian Museum
and Art Gallery, £3,300 :

Mr. TAYLOR: I move an amend-
ment—

Phat the item be reduced by £7,000.

‘We have heard a Jot about the state of
the finances and the strenuous times
confronting the people. This is a luxary
and while the war lasts we could shut
the institution up without injuring any-
one, merely providing for a caretaker.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
the amendment is passed the whole
amount might as well be struck out. The
Director in his report-—-—

Mr. Taylor: In what year ?

The MI\IISTER FOR LANDS: The
year 1914. - - - .

Why eare the items
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Mr. Smith : It is old enough to be an
exhibit.

Mr. Taylor : Tt is petrified and standing
in the corner by now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
report stated—
I must reiterate the necessity for an
increased grant if the Museum and
Art Gallery are to continue to meet
the requirements of the public. The
annual sllowance a dozen years ago
was £4,500, when there were only &
couple of galleries to be maintained,
end now that there are eight, and
wages and cost of upkeep have been
. 80 greatly increased, the vote is only
£3,800, barely sufficient to keep the
institution open, without leaving any
margin for the purchase of new speci-
ments, and to make matters still more
difficult, the cost of repairs to buildings
has been ordered to be paid out of the
vote in esddition to other charges
formerly defrayed by the Public Works
Department.
The balance sheet shows that salaries
totalled £1,645, wages £1,248, and furni-
ture for show cases, glass jars, etc., £247,
the total expenditure having been
£4,122,

Mr. HEITMANN :. This is practically
a joint item.

The Minister for Lands :
connection between them.

Mr. HEITMANN : Then I would have
preferred to reduce this item rather than
the public library vote. There is less
need for continuity in regard to the
purchase of fossils than the purchase of
books. N

Mr. WILLMOTT: At one time the
Museum and Art Callery received £4,500.
This amount was reduced to £3,800 and
they still struggled along. Now we
should see if they can do with £2,300.
The amount of £2,893 for salaries and
wages seems very large, and we can well
dispense with some of these things at
present. I support the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have not yeot Teached that desperate
position when we should be forced
to close up our library, art gallery,
and museum. This vote has reached
the minimum which will permit these

There is no
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institutions to be kept open, and if the
amendment is carried it will be necessary
to close them for one third of the time.
I was expecting much information as
t0 where we could effect economies,
but the whole result of to-night's work
has been the suggested saving of about
£1,000. What effect is thiz going to
have upon the State ? It would be &
bad advertisament for the State if we
declared that in these times of stress we
were obliged to close up the Art Gallery
and Musoum for four months because
we had not enough money with which
to keep them open. It is all very well
for members from the country to talk
like that.

Mr. Willmott: That is right. Sneer
at thom. You never de anything else.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am not sneering at them. It is all very
well for them to slash into a few of these
city institutions. If the city members
were to retaliate on expenditure affecting
the country there would be considerably
more reduction. It is a paltry policy
to slash into institutions of this character.
They do not alone belong to the City
but to the State as a whole. Peopls
from the country derive perhaps more
profit from the institutions now under
reviow than any others,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It will
not injure the eredit of the country to
close down the Museum and Art Gallery.

Mr. Heitmann : You protested bitterly
on & previous occasion at the suggestion
to cut down this vote.

Hon. FRANIC WILSON : We had the
money to spend then. To-day we are
in debt.

Mr. Heitmanmn,:
o snake house. .

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I had the
mongy to spend. The closing of this
institution will not affect the country.
What does affect the State is the ever
accumulating deficit.

Mr. Heitmann : Put that in the Gallery
too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Tf we want
economy we have to start with small
things, and cut and carve at every item.
What is the good of saying this is a
paltry item 7 'The institutions are neces-

You spent £500 on
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sary of course, but for all that they are
a luxury. I should be sorry to see the
vote cut down but we have to begin
somewhere, when we have not the
money to spend. Are we to go oR
building up the deficit until it runs into
millions 7 I wventure to say it will
amount to & million and a half before
long. Is that going to help the country ?

The Minister for Lands: What Item
are we discussing Mr. Chairman ?

The CHAIRMAN : We are discussing
the guestion of reducing this Vote.

The Minister for Lands: I thought
we wore having a general discussion
on the administration of the State.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I must
ask the Minister for Lands not to make
interjections of this nature. It is a
reflection upon the Chair. The ILeader
of the Opposition is speaking in favour
of reducing the vote snd is perfectly
in order. I resent the remarks of the
Minister for Lands. They imply that
I am not doing my duty in allowing the
lou, mombeor to gpesls

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is no
argument to say that because this
is & beneficial institution we must
borrow money in order to keep it going.
I do not know whether the reduction of
the Vote would mean the closing down
of the Institution. Tt might mean the
putting off of two or three of the em-
ployees which would be bad for them.
It might even mean ¢losing the institution
for certain days in the week. Is it not
better to do that than to overstep the
bounds of all reason in respect to our
oxpenditure 1 The Premier made
economy the key.note of his Budget
Speech. If we are to play upon that
note to any extent we must of necessity
have reductions of the votes he has
placed before us.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: My sym-
pathies are rather with the Minister in
this case. I realise that these institutions
really belong to the State and that in
their way they have strong educational
uses. I also recognise that it is in
expenditures such as thess that we
can afford to make some reductions.
It is true we are ignorant of what effect
any reduction will have upon these
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institutions. I do not think that is
our fault. The Minister should have
been able to tell us. We were chasing
£100 around here a little while ago
and no one seamed to know anything
about it.

The Minister for Mines: Ministers
knew, but private members put us off
the track.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: There
mey be justification for the Public
Library being kept up to date, but I
do not know that there is any absolute
necessity for the Museum being kept
up too.

Mr. Taylor : Not while this institution
is in existence.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : There is
not the same necessity. We would not
be destroying the educational value of
the art gallery.

The Minister for Mines : So long as we
do not reach the point at which the
institution must close up. A reduction of
£1,000 would close it.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : 1 cannov
agree with the Minister. If £2,300 is
not sufficient to keep the museum and
art gallery open, without adding to them,
the place must be very extravagantly
managed. [ presume there js a time
when capital expenditure, as one might
term it, ceases in museams And art
galleries, In reducing this item, we
shall be economising without depriving
individusls of employment.

Mr. TAYLOR : I moved the reduction
on lines that I thought would allow
of the institution being still kept open,
though perhaps not continuously as at
present. Surely £2,300 will supply the
wages and salaries required to keep the
institution open for another twelve
months. If that amount is not sufficient,
the institution should be closed. Can
any hon. member inform me how much
of the item was spent last year on the
purchase of new exhibits ?

Mr. Willmott : Two hundred and forty-
seven pounds.

Mr. TAYLOR : I think we can without
injury to public interests save £1,000
on this item.
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Amendment put and s division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes - ‘. 21
Noes 12
Majority for 9
AYLa,
Me. Allen Mr. Jobknslon
Mr, Carpenter Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Connolly Mr. Munsie
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Robinsen
Mr. Folery Mr. Smith
Mr. Jas. Gardloer Mr. Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Wilimolt
Mr. Griffithe Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Gilehrist
Mr. Hickmott (Teller).
Neoes.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr, B. J, Stubbs
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Thomas
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr., Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jolhnson ! Mr. Bolten
(Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

Item—>Mechanics’ Institutes, Working
Men’s Associations, Art Societies, etc.,
£750 ;

Mr. FOLEY : The Acting Treasurer
gstated that great pressure had been
brought to bear in favour of increasing
these items, and he stated that he
acceded to the requests which were made
because he thought the arguments ad-
vanced were sound. So far as out back
libraries are concerned, representations
were also made by them that their
institutions were also worthy of con-
gideration. The library in the district
I represent was informed that it would
not be possible to give them a subsidy
dwring the present year, and then they
tried to raize & little money elsewhere.
They found that they could not continue
to pay 10s. a week to a young lady
librarian to attend for two hours each
evening and the members of the com-
mittee undertook to discharge the duties
of librarian in turn each evening gratuit-
oualy. There are other institutions that
are doing likewise, end in cases such as
thess where the people are doing their

. of the House.
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best to help themselves, the Government
should render some assistance.
Item—Zoological Gardens, £3,500 :

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Although
this sum has been practically the same
for the past four years, we are entitled
to have some informstion about the
manner in which it has been expended.
I move an amendment—

That the ttem be reduced by £500.
5 o'clock a.m.

Mr. HUDSON : I think the acting
Treasurer should give the Committee
the required information. Failing that,
perhaps the member for Canning (Mr.
Robinson) in whose constituency the
Zoo is, could give the information. It
might be found to explain his majority
at tho last elections.

Mr. ROBINSON : The words uttered
by the member for Yilgarn are cheeky,
insolent, and unworthy of any member
His colossal ignorance
on matters concerning his own profession
i3 only equalled by his impudence on
this occasion.

Mr. Bolton : Be a sport.

Mr. ROBINSON: Well, he did not
even know where the law library is.
Although the Zoo is in my constituency,
T agree with the leader of the Opposition.
While we have a huge deficiency staring
us in the face it is our bounden duty to
practice economy wherever we can.

Mr. TAYLOR : T hope the Committee
will not be influenced by the heat of the
member for Canning. The Committee
should view this item as one not coming
within the category of economy. The
Zoologicsl Gardens ar extensively used
by the children of Perth and suburbs,
and no member should seek to deprive
the children of healthful pleasure.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You closed up
the children’s library.

Mr. TAYLOR : No, my trouble was
with the Museum, and children are not
very much interested in looking at mum-
mies. The Zoological Gardens fill a place
in our children’s lives. There is not
sufficient rwoney provided now for the
satisfactory upkeep of the institution.
The burning desire for economy, shouald
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not be used for party purposes. Econ-
omy should be exercised witbout unduly
injuring anybody. I hope the hon.
member who moved the reduction will
withdraw it.

Mr. Bolton:
it.

Mr. TAYLOR:
anything,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What are you
aiming at? Explain yourself.

Mr. TAYLOR: I urge the Commitiee
not to support the reduction.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Will ithe Acting
Treasurer tell us what amount of money
was spent last year on additions to the
animals in the Zoo?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un-
fortunately the report of the Zoological
Gardens Committee is not on the Table
of the House. It was duly tabled, but
has been recalled for some purpose, and
is not available at present.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I would support a
reduction annivalent to the amount spent
in additions last year.

Mr. Taylor: There were no additions.

Mr. GILCHRIST: The gardens are
a popular resort for the children and it
would be serious to interfere with the
vole as suggested. It is necessary to
maintain the gardens and feed the ani-
mals, and the number of attendants ean-
not be reduced.

Mr. HARRISON: There should h2
a reduction if it could be made without
materially affecting the upkeep of the
gardens,

The Minister for Works: The vote is
less now than it was 10 years ago.

Hon, Frank Wilson: We were equip-
ping the gardens then.

Mr. HARRTSON : The Minister should
state what reduetion could be made while
maintaining the gardens in their present
state.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Withount the
information asked for it is difficult to
vate for any reduction.

The Minister for Lands: Why this
hypoerisy? T gave you information on
the other votes and you reduced them
just the same,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We have to
effect economies wherever possible.

If he does I will move

Party hacks will do
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The Minister for Works: You know
they cannot do with less tban is pro-
vided on the Estimates,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I think so,
tao,

Hon. Frank Wilson: If they bave not
the money they must.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: When the
revenue is short it means we are really
mainlaining these institutions out of loan
money. The Zoo receives ceriain revenne
and it is not likely that it can stand any
refluction,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
also spent? .

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I think so.
A pominal reduction should he made
on the understanding that the Alinister
inquires by how mueh the vote can be
reduced. Surely the Minister should have
come prepared with the information. The
speeches on the general debate indicated
that members were out fo economise on
every item. If the vote is reduced, it
might have to be excessed. .

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: The Zon-
logieal Gardens are a sorl of adjunet to
the ferries. A big ecut should not be
made in {his vote. T would rather it
were reduced by £250. T used to sell
the surplus stock from the Zoo and each
sale realised £250 or £300, and not only
have the hoard lost this but gate receipts
will be considerably less owing to eounter
attractions. The vote should be retained.
To reduce it by £500 would be unreason-
able.

The Minister for Lands: The amount
provided is the absolute minimum and
is econsiderably less than was provided
vears ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 am
surprised at the leader of the Qpposition
moving a reduction to this vote. JF any-
one has fought to retain it in tha past, it
has heen the hon. member.

Mr. Robinson: He had the money to
pay for them.

Is the revenune

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: e
did not have the money.

Hen., Frank Wilson: Do not talk
-rubbish,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There

is a difference hetween ecomomy and
economy run mad,
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Hon. Frank Wilson: You do not know
what economy is,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ls it
practising economy to cut down a vote
when that vote is really necessarr m
order to keep the place up to a cerlain
standard? It is evidently the desire ot
the leader of the Opposition and the
wember for Canning to close down the
Zoological Gardens.

Mr. Robinson: It is ridiculous to sug-
gest that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS 1f
they want to do so let them cut out the
vole altogether. On the last oceasion
that the leader of the Opposition held
the position of Premier he promised if
he could get an increased vote in respect
to this institution to wmake it free to the
publie,

Hon. Frank Wilson: If the people
had not listened to you they would have
got it by this time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
have been surprised at the manmer in
which so many of the votes have been
dealt with. It is the first time I have
seen opposition on the part of members
to spending money in their own distriets.
I is economy to try and keep our in-
stitutions at a proper standard at the
lowest possible cost.  The leader of the
Opposition assored this House repeatedly
when the vote was larger than it is to-
day that economy had been practised in
this partieular institntion and that it
would be impossible to keep the gardens
open if the vote was reduced.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I never said that.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I do
not say these were your exact words.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 defy you to
produce any report containing anything
like those words, I never hinted at snch
a thing.

- The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is the meaning of what you said,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member’s actions to-night
shown that his one desire is fo close up
these gardens.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is nonsense.

have
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The MINISTER FOR WOLKS: I
trust the Committees will not reduce the
vote. If they do so it will be to-the
detriment of the gardens and the people
of the State.

Mr. GREEN: T trust the vole will not
be reduced. The gardens have a great
educational value for the children of the
State and besides they afford a happy
playground for them as well.

[Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T take ex-
cepiion to some of the remarks which
have fallen especially from the Minister
and I shall endeavour to refute the argu-
ments used by another member who
spoke just now. 1t is argued thag be-
canse I defended this vote on a previouns
oceasion that I most now maintain it
at any cost. But the times are utterly
different. In the past the item has been
increased in order to allow of extension
of the gardens, which were not then com-
pletely formed. I remember an evening’s
debate over £500 for a snake house. The
item was also increased when fennis
lawns were laid down. Bat when I
increased the item I had the money. I
fail to nnderstand the atfitude of the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), who
has been preaching economy on other
matters, but draws a “distinction in fav-
our of the Zoological Gardens on the
groand that children visit them. Chil-
dren, however, also visit the parks and
the public library, and the parks and
library votes have been reduced. The
Zoologieal Gardens have, in addition fo
the item, gate receipts, which in my time
amounted to £1,500 or £1,750 a year.
Assume they have dropped to £1,000,
and there would still be £4,500 available
for this year if the item is not reduced.
I would rather increase than deerease the
ifem. but we have not the money, and as
reasonable men we should accept a re-
duction in this eaze and in every other
case where reduction is feasible.

Mr. FOLEY: T trust the Committee
will retain the full amount of the item.
In my aopinion, on certain subjects
children can learn more from a day's
vigit to the Zoo than from a week’s
tuition in sehool. My impression of the
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Zoological Gardens is that not a penny is
wasted there; that all the cats there
catch mice. T am much impressed with
the difference, on this item, between
the late representative and the present
representative of Canning, At just about
this time of the morning the late member
dilated for an hour and a-half on the
benefits conferred by the Zoo. The
present member for Canning favours re-
duction of the item.

Mr. Robinson : We are in war time.

Mr. FOLEY : The Zoological Gardens
are rendering great service to the State ;
otherwise I would not vote for the re-
tention of the full amount. °

Mr. WILLMOTT : I am certain that
the heart of the member for Canning
{Mr. Robinson) bleeds to think that he
will have to vote for a partial reduction
of this vote. Hoe, like myself, would wish
to see the finances in a condition which
would enable us to give £10,000 to the
Zoologicai Gurdous 38 that thay might
be mede even better than they are at
the present time. We might then also
make better use of the medicinal waters
which flow there. But taking everything
into consideration, I am of the opinion
that the item should be reduced as much
as possible. There seems to be a doubt
as to whether this institution can stand
& reduction of such an amount as £3500.
If that be the case, let us split the dif-
ference and make the reduction £230.

Mr. ALLEN : I intend to support the
reduction of this item. It iz all non.
sense to say that if the vote i3 reduced
the Gardens will have to be closed down.
If we are in earnest and desire to go in
for economies, then let us economise,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I have no
degire to press my amendment for the
reduction of the item by the amount of
£500, if hon. members desire that the
reduction shall be only £250. By per-
mission of the Committee I will withdraw
my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER:
an amendment—
That the tiem be reduced by £250.

1 move
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Amendment put end a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 15
Noes 14
Majority for 1
AVER.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mullany
- Mr. Connolly Mr. Robivson
Mr. Cunnlogham Mr. Smith
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. D. J. Stubbs
Mr, Harrlsen Mr. Willmett
Mr. Heitmann bir. F. Wilson
AMr. Johnston Mr. Bolton
Mr, Lefroy (Tetlery.
NoEs.
Mr. Angwin ' Mr. Jolnsen
Mr, Chesson } Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr. Foley 1 Mr. Underwogod
Mr. Gilchrist Mr. Walker
Ay, Green 1 Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Griffiths [ (Teller.)
Mr. Hudson :

Amendment thus passed.
Vote (ae raduced to £8,700)—put and

passed.
Vote—London Agency, £8,317 :
Mr. HEITMANN: I wish to draw

attention to the steady growth of this
vote. Far too much money is being
spent in the office of the Agent (leneral.
In 1911-12 the expenditure was £1 260
Then it mounted to £4,572, and last year
it reached £9,748. This year it appears
to show a decrease, but in any case thore
i3 not the work doing to justify the
expenditure. There is no immigration
coming along, and T am afraid there will
ba no loans to negotiate for a time.
The Minister for Works: Do not Le
too sure about that.
Mr. HEITMANN :
further boats to buy.
Hon, Frank Wilson:
two or three to sell.
Mr. HEITMANN: A gencral agent
could transact that business. 1 am
prepared to vote for a substantial re.
duction in this department. We have
a High Commissioner, notwithstanding
which the expenditure on our London
Agency is steadily growing.
The Minister for Works :
State is growing too.

And thers are no

There will he

Well, the
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Mr. HEITMANN: I wish it was
growing in proportion with this vote, I
think a considerable reduction is called
for here.

Mr. WILLMOTT : It appears to me
the apparent decrease shown in this
vote, as against last year’s, is not a real
decrease. There are items here which
serve to support that belief. No less
than £300 is set down for entertainments,
and this on top of a salary of £1,500, and
8 motor car costing over £700, when
the State is supposed to be deep in
poverty. 1 have visited the White City
and seen the miserable exhibition there
put up by the Agent General's office.
It made one almost ashamed of being a
West Australian. If we had put up a
fair exhibition of our produce we need
not have been afraid of anything that
Canada could produce. I was not in
the least impressed with what I saw
there.

Mr. Bolton : Is thers something
personal between yourseli and the Agent
General ?

Mr. WILLMOTT : No.

8-0 o'clock a.m.

As to procedure.

The Minister for Works: On a point
of order, can the hon. member discuss
this division of the Estimates ? It has
been ruled already that this cannot be
done.

The Chairman: The question before
the Chair is that the vote of £8,317 be
agroed to.

Mr. Willmott :
discussing,.

The Minister for Works: The Chair-
man of Committees (Mr. Holman) has
ruled that the hon. member must discusa
an item and not the division as a whole.

The Chairman: I have no wish to
depart from any ruling given by the
Chairman of Committees.

Mr. Willmott : The Minister for
Works is wrong. The position was
exactly the reverse.
i~ The Minister for Works: No.

The Chairman: If the hon. member
intends to move for the reduction of
any item, I hope he will do so.

That is what I was
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Mr. Foley : On a point of order, when
the Chairmen of Commnittess was in the
Chair he ruled that & member could
discuss only a particular itern and would
not be allowed to discuss the whole
division.

~Mr. E. B. Johnstorn.: That is not so.
~Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt is.

~Mr. Foley: I wish to know if your
ruling is the samse.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : Speaking to the
point of order, I understood the Chair-
man of Committees’ ruling was exactly
the opposite to that stated by the
hon. member. I understood that on
the first item the whole subject could
be discussed.

The Minister for Works : No, the whole
subject can be discussed on the intro-
duection of the Estimates.

The Chairman: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing the whole
division. I understand the ruling was as
stated by the Minister for Works and
supported by the member for Leonora,
that any discussion on this division must
deal with a particular item.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: DBut that the
whole division can be covered on the
first item.

The Chairmen: I do not see how the
vote can be discussed unless an item
is mentioned.

Mr. Willmott : Then it is applying the

gag. -
Mr. Robinson: A ruling was given
when we ware considering the Government
motor car service and I was confined to
discussing the vote of £955, which was
the total of the whole of the items.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I wish to speak on
item No. 19.

Mr. Willmott :
item Ng. 1.

I wish to spesk on

Commiltee Resumed.

Item—Agent General, £1,500.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I was speaking
on this item when I was howled down by
the Minister for Works. I move an
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £500.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : You cannot do
that ; it is the subject of an agreement.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Mem-
bers know that it is impossible to reduce
this item without doing & personal
injury to the Agent General. The term
of his office is fixed at & salary of £1,500
per -year and if we reduce his salary it
would ba tantamount to a personal
attack on him which is not justified.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I have already
said there was nothing personal in my
attitude. I am surprised at the state-
ment of the Minister for Lands.

Mr. Allen : The Minister foreed you
into doing something of the kind.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Any economy
desired should not affect the salary
of the Agent Cleneral. His is practically
a statutory appointment for three years
and the salary is fixed at £1,500 a year.

Mr. Willmott: Is he there for the
next three years?

The Minister for Mines :
18 months to go.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : The salary is
not too great for the position. I see
bk b Agsnt Ceneral pete the benefit
of an entertainment allowance which
was not previously attached to the
office. T know that in 1904 the Esti-
mates for the department were in the
region of £4,000.

The Minister for Works : There is a
big diffarence now. The head office is
larger, for instance.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Agent
Ceneral has no more work to do now than
he had then. The indenting of courss
adds to the expense of the Department,
but there is a difference in regard to the
engincering branch.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I hope the
Leader of the Couniry Party will not
persist in his amendment. It would be
unfair to the present holder of the position
of Agent General to reduce the salary.
Indeed, it would he & breach of faith
to do so, and illegal. The matter of
economies in the office could be dis
cussed at some future period when a new
Agent General is appointed. It seems
to me that the increase which has been
spoken of has been caused largely in
the engineering branech. That in itself
would account for several thousands of
pounds & year.

No, he has
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Mr. WILLMOTT: In view of the
circamstances, 1 will ask for leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item—Inspecting FEngineer, £576,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
the old days this engineering work was
all done by private engineers, and the
system was found to be unsatisfactory
and expensive. It was then decided to
send from Western Australia an engineer
to take charge of inspections and attend
to the indenting. This system has
shown an economy over the previous
system. Recently there was a sugges-
tion to economise in the number of
enginegers, and it was proposed that the
serviece of, I think, the sscond engineer
be dispensed with. The Commissioner
of Railways, however, made a special
appeal for the retention of the engineer,
going so far as to ask that, if the question
was one of economising on the Agent
General’s office, the salary might be
paid out of the Railway Department
vote, so that the department could still
have the protestion of shis ilndwuiiog
officer.

Ttom—IExtra Clerical Assistance, £184 :

Mr. OLOGHLEN : I move an
amendment—

That the ttem be struck out.
There is absolutely no reason for this
item, slthough it is & small onc, and
its excision will be an intimation to the
Agent Conoral that we want economy.

Mr. HEITMANN : Before the ameand-
ment is put, the Government have a
right to give some information. The vote
is growing without any information as
to the reason for its growth. One would
almost think that °‘ coming events cast
their shadows before,” and that the big
arm chair is being pgot ready.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The same
item appeared last year, and apparsntly
it is provided annually to be used if
regquired. An amount of £1,844 g
provided for the Indenting Office. Years
ago all this work was done by an agent
on commission. The question of the
most economical method was discussed
in this Parliament during many sessions,
and eventually it was decided to take
the work from the private engineer
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or agent and to appoint an inspecting
anginoer of our own in the Agent General’s
office.

Mr. Heitmann: Why is an engineer
required for that work ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : An engineer
is needed to inspoct locomotives, rolling
stock, permanent way material, and
so forth purchased by the Government
in Great Britain and Euorope. The
assistant engineer would be sent to
Belgium, for example, if material was
purchased there. The item of clerical
assistance, I take it, is really necessary
for the carrying out of the work of the
Indenting Office.

The Minister for Lands: I think we
could do without the itom this year.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: There will
not be so much indenting this year.

Amendment put and passed, the item
struck out.

Item—Incidental, including Postage,
Stationery, Travelling, Rent, Fuel, in-
cluding British Incomo Tax, etc., £3,400.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I intend to move
a reduction of £400 in this item. I
think every member is agreed that the
work i5 not 50 great this year, and the
reduced amount would be, in the cir-
cumstances, ample.

Mr. E. B. JOHENSTON :
amendment—

That the item be reduced by £1,000.

In connection with this item I would
like the Ministor to explain why the
Agont General’s British income tax
is lamped with other items this year,
and how much will be paid on accownt
of it. In the past we have always had
an item of £87 for the Agent CGleneral's
income tax.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy : That represented
the tax on the salaries of various officers
employed in the egency.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: This year,
we know, the DBritish income tax is
considerably increased. Though not ob-
jesting to payment of the amount, I
think we should know how much it is.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
reduction of £1,000 i3 going to extremes,
Thero is certain incidental expenditure
which must be provided for, and a
reduction of £1,000 will mean that the

I move an
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itern must be oxcessed, unless we inter-
fere with the working of the Agent
Goneral's office. The reduction first
mentioned, of £400, would leave the
Agent General probably in a position to
carry on the work, because this year
there will not be as much travelling,
nor will cablegrams, postages, and so
forth be as heavy, as in previous years.

Mr. James Gardiner: And the Immi-
gration Office is gone.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
As regard income tax, we do not yet know
what the amount will be this year, though
we know it will represent a substantial
increase.

Hon. H. B, Lefroy: I think it will
be about £150 on the Agent Genoral's
salary alone.

Mr. TAYLOR: I hope the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. 3. John-
ston) will withdraw his smendment.
When hon, members generally are de-
sirous of economising on an item, it is
unfair that too high a reduction should
be moved. The Minister for Lands has
said that £1,000 is too large a reduction
to permit of the proper working of the
office.

Mr. GREEN: I am given to undet-
stand by & person who has heen in the
old country that the Agent General is
greatly engrossed with his military duties,
and that half the time he is in camp.
What is the position of a State officer out
here who goes into camp 7 Does his
civil pay cease ? Sir Newton Moore is
drawing a fairly large salary and T only
regret that he is immune from reduction.
The officers of the London Agency do
not appear to be impressed with the
fact that we are greatly concerned about
effecting economies at the present time.
So far as immigration and the flotation
of loans is concerned there cannot bo
very much work to do in the London
office, and therefore Sir Newton Moore,
as & aide line, is amusing himself with
military matters. .

Mr. Taylor: 'That is unfair.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : I rnove an amend-
ment— :

That the item be reduced by £400,

Amendment passed.
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Item—Expenses incurred by the Agent
General in Entertaining, £300.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON : I move an
amendment—

That the item be struck out.

Amendment passed, the item struck
out.

Vote (as reduced to £7,433)—put and
Ppassed.

Votes—Public Service Commissioner,
£1,6358 ; Taxation, £14,246—-agreed to.

Vote— Workers® Homes Board, £4,307 +

Mr. JAMES CGARDINER: Will the
Minister explain whether it is necessary
to employ practically the same steff at
the present juncture. I notice that there
is & slight reduction. 1 would like to
hear whether, in view of the fact that
the erection of the majority of these
homes has been stopped, it is necessary
to still keep all the officers employed,
and whether it would not be possible to
transfer some to other departments.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member will notice that there has
been a reduction so far as the number
of clerks 18 concernecd, suviue ol HhSn
having been transferred to other depart-
ments. At the same time there is still
& considerable amount of work to be done
in the way of collecting rents and watch-
ing the buildings to see that they are
not knocked about. The Board are
working on rs low a margin as it is pos-
sible for them to do considering their
ramifications.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Miscelluneous Services, £46,253 :

Itemi—Durks, Recreation Grounds,
ete., £3,000,

Mr. JAMES CARDINER : Last year
the amount expended was £2,003 and
this year it has been increased to £3,000.
Will the Minister explain the increase ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
has been great discontent amongst mem-
bers of the Chamber because of the
amount of money made availabile for
other parks and reserves. Last year
several members complained of the
attitude of the Government in economis-
ing in regard to this particular vote,
and consequently some of the reserves
which did not get snything last year will
be poid this year. The object is simply
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to put the vote on & higher basis than it
wa3 on last year. The increase igs due .
to the representations which were made
by hon. members.

Mr. JAMES CARDINER : I move an
amendment—

That this tem be reduced by £300.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Will the
Minister tell us what amount was voted
for King's Park last year ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
distribution last year was, :(—Melville
Ronds Board £100, King's Park £1,725,
Monger's Lake Board £127 18s., and the
Mundering Weir Grounds £50.

Mr. FOLEY : As the result of some
improvements at IXing's Park recently
a considerable quantity of timber be-
came available for marlketing. A portion
of it was sold, and to that extent the
State reaped some benefit, but T regret to
say the balance was wantonly burnt by
the caretaker.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : No, it was sold.

Mr. FOLEY : It is monstrous to think
that thiz wood should have heen burnt
wlton 3¢ hany poor fmmiliez must ha in
want of firewood.

Hon. J. D. Comnelly :
it burnt ?

Mr. FOLEY : Yes, I saw it.

Mr, Willmott : 8o did T,

Mr. FOLEY : If the King’s Park Board
cannot congerve the interests of the State
better than to allow valuable firewood to
be destroyed; a reduction of their vote
will teach them a lesson in economy.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am afraid
the hon. member has been misinformed.
As a member of the King’s Park Board
I know what takes place up there. A
good deal of useless timber snd under-
growth has been cut away, but the only
wood burnt was not worth carting off.
A considerable quantity of timber was
cut and stacked, and Whitinker Bros.
offering_the highest price for it, they got
it. .
- Mr. O'Loghlen: Were tenders called
for the purchase ?

« Hon. J. 1. CONNOLLY : No, but quo-
tations were sccured, and Whittaker Bros.
gave o very good price for it. Tt was
of little nse for firewood. A few old
logs may have been bumt in the park,

Did you see
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but they were immense tuart logs which
could not be carted away. The roads
in the park being only light gravel, the
wood had to be taken out in specially
small loads on broad tyres.

Mr. ALLEN: I am glad to have heard
the explanation in regard to this matter,
because I hope the vote will not be re-
duced. The beoard have had a good
deal of trouble getting through with
what money was available for them.
It is very necessary that the park should
not be allowed to go back.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER : With the
permission of the Committes I will now
make my samendment definite and move
that the King’s Park Board’s item be
reduced by £300. I understand a fair
amount of work has been done up there
ont of the War Unemployment Fund,
and the park must bear its fair share
of reduction.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The hon.
member does not realise the position.
This is the national park of Western Aus.
tralia, and it was made to suffer & re.
duction last year. The work done by the
unemployed would not have heen dome
by any other means. The £1,725 is used
wholly on maintenance. It is o struggle
to get through on that. Last summer the
roads got in & bad condition and more
than the amount of the saving will
probably be required to repair them.
The board are working on an overdraft
and il the item is cut down, the park
cannot be maintained.

Mr. Bolton: The seme argument
applies to the Zoo and to the Museum
‘which you voted to ent down.

Hon. J. D. CONNCLLY: But for
the assistance given by the Honorary
Minister in providing work at the park
for the unemployed it would be in &
bad condition indeed.

Mr. ALLEN : What was the amount
voted last year ? ‘

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Tt was reduced
from £2.500.

Mr. ALLEN: The roads in the park
should not be allowed to go to pieces.
The park is used for the recreation of the
people and cheeseparing of this kind
is detrimental and will necessitate the
expenditure of & larger sum later on.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Perth City Council are spending
more money on parks in the City than
the whole of this vote.

Mr. ROBINSON : Under Iast year's
Esthoates King's Park was cut down
from £2,500 to £1,725.

Mr. E. B. Johnston ; The rest of the
State got practically nothing.

Mr. ROBINSON : Compearisonas have
been drawn between the Zoo, the Public
Library, and the Art Gallery, but they
were not interfered with last year.
Those institutions have, so far, received
their full guota during the period of the
war. Instead of 12 men working at the
park the number has been reduced to five,
and only by the assistance of some of
the unemployed were the board able to
struggle through.

Hon. J. D. Connolly ;
overdrait was increased.

Mr. ROBINSON : If the vote is further
decreased, I cannot sese how the park can
be maintained. An appeal to the public
last year resulted in a considerable sum
being raised.

Mr. O’Loghlen:  Possibly another
appeal would be successful.

Mr. ROBINSON : There have been
s0 many calls upon the pockets of the
people lately that any suceess could
not be expected. Only the summer
rains savecdl the roads in the park. Any-
one who knows the work of the board
is satisfied with it, and the board are
fairly representative of all sections.
A horse and cart which were formerly
nsed have been sold, and the number
of men cannot very well be further
reduced if the roads are to be watered.
The board have received a report that
the roads wore so worn owing to the
lack of water that several hundreds of
pounds will be required to reinstate
them. This is a national park and it
must be maintained. If the roads are
allowed to wear through, it will cost
£5,000 to put them in order.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : I hope the vote
will not be reduced. The fact of de-
creasing the vots would not necessarily
represent oconomy. If we allowed the
gshow place of Western Australia to get
into & state of disrepair, it would be
false economy. Practically the whole

Even then the



[6 OcroBEr, 1915,]

of this vote is expended on the main-
tenance of the park and for the em-
ployment of necessary labour, and if it
is reduced a number of workmen will
he thrown out of employment. It would
be unfair to allow the park to fali into
disrepair and to throw men out of em-
ployment when they would have little op-
portunity to obtain work elsewhere.

7 o'clock a.m.

AMr., GREEN: I trust that the amend-
ment will be carried. Even on the pro-
posed amendment it will mean that the
King’s Park Board will take nearly half
the old vote on public parks. It is true
it is a national park; buf it is also a
natural park, and as such can be man-
aged with very little attention. On the
goldfields it is impossible to have a foot
of park without a large expenditure of
water and labonr, The beauty spots in
and around the metropolitan area are
many and varied, but the parks on the
goldfieids ana in many of lhe couniry
districts are the only beauty spots which
exist. Once cease work unpon these and
stop the expenditure of money and there
cease -to exist these oases in the desert.
T think we can effect this slight economy.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: it would be
much fairer if the item was left as it is
and it £300 was taken off the whole vole.
As it is at present we are voting a
£1,000 increase for other parts of the
State and taking £300 off the King's
Park vote. If the vole is to be reduced
let all the parks in the State share equally
in the loss with King's Park,

The Minister for Works: You have
been preaching economy all night; now
practise 1it.

Mr. FOLEY:, There is a danger in
earrying out what the hon. member
for Perth desires. The danger is that
the outside parks will not get a fair
proportion of the amount, for the reason
that the King’s Park board would be
continually waiting on the door-step of
the Miuister and would put such a goord
case hefore him that the amouni would
still be given to them and the other parks
be left in the ecold,
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Point of Order,

Mr. Heitmann: I move—

That the question be now put.

Alr, Taylor: The hon. member cannot
move such a motion. The question is
“that the question be now put”” The
Standing Orders will not permit him to
move such a motion.

Mr. Green: Why waste time?

Mr. Taylor: I am not wasting time.

The Chairman: What is your point of
order?

Mr. Taylor: The motion is “that the
question be now put” TUnder the Stand-
ing Orders we cannot recognise sueh a
motion. The question ought to be “that
the Committee do now divide.”

Mr. Heitmann: That is the queslion
which T asked should be put.

Mr. Taylor: The hon, member did not
put it that way.

The Minister for Lands: Chair!

Mr. Taylor: I bow to the Chair, There
io no interntion on my part to he Aisre.
spectful.

The Chairman: Has the hon. member
finished presenting his point of order?

Mr. Taylor: My point of order is this
—is the hon. member in order in moving
that such a question should be put by
you? I was getting to my seat at the
time. The question shonld be “that the
Committee should now divide”

The Chairman: The hon. member for
Geraldton infended to move it in that
way.

Mr. Taylor: I am not responmsible for
the hon. member’s intentions.

The Chairman: When the discussion
ceased the hon, member put the motion
in thai form, namely, “that the question
he mow put” T am quile aware that
this is not strietly in order, and that the
motion should be “that the Committee do
now divide.” If the hon, member raises
the point that the motion should he put
in that way I will give the hon, member
for Geraldton an epportunity of putting
it in that form.,

Mr. Heitmann: [ move—

That the Commitiee do now divide.
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The Chairman: The question now is—
That the Committee do now divide.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Surely Sir, yon
will give an hon. member the right to
speak?

The Chairman: The question has been
put,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T would respect-
fuily point out to you that the hon. mem-
ber put the wrong question. Youn had
accepted the point of order, and T rose
te my feet for the purpose of speaking.

Thbe Chairman: What do you want to
speak abont?

Hon. Frank Wilson: I want to speak
upon iem No, 23.

The Chairman: I have allowed the hen.
member to move his molion in the eor-
rect form. T must put the guestion, Iao-
deed I have already dome so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have no right,
I claim, Sir, to pot the motion when a
member is on his feet.

The Chairman: I did not see the hon.
member on his feet at the time I put the
motion, I ecannot have an hon. member
disenssing a question when I have put it

Hon. Frank Wilson: I elaim, Sir, that
you are wrong.

The Chairman: If the hen. member
wishes he can dispute my ruling, but he
must do so in the proper manner,

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Carpenter: T have received from
the leader of the Opposition the follow-
ing ohjection :—

i object to the Chairman’s raling
that he would permit the member for
Geraldton to alter bis motion “That
the guestion be now puot” to “That
the Commiitee do now divide” when
other members had Tsen to speak to
the question before the Commiltee,

I wish to explain that the member for
Geraldton meved his maign in the form
#“That the question be Ny put” A point
of order was raised thatthis was not the
correct form, 1 thereuPm gave the mem-
ber for Geraldton an OPyortunity of cor-
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recting his motion, and he did so at once.
T did not observe any member rise before
the member for Geraldton had made that
correction, Therefore I claim that T was
right in allowing the member for Gerald-
ton to put his motion in the form recog-
nised by our Standing Orders.

The Depuly Speaker: An objection
las been raised by the leader of the Op-
rosition. We have heard the Chairman's
explanation, and T would allow the leader
of the Opposition pow to make a state-
ment.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The position was
this. The member for Geraldton moved
“That the question be now put,” which is
conlrary to our Standing Qvders in Com-
mittee. A member must move “That the
Committee do now divide.” The member
for Mount Maxgarel took exception, and
rose to a point of order. The Chairman
recognised that the point of order was
good, Therefore there was nothing De-
fore the Committee. I immediately rose
to speak to the question before the Com-
mittee and the member for Canning rose
at the same time. Notwithstanding that,
the Chairman said he would permit the
member for Geraldton to amend his mo-
lion; in other words, to adopt the right
pliraseology; and the Chairman refused
to permit me to speak. Therefore 1 took
exception fo his ruling.

The Deputy Speaker If the member
for Geraldton moved “That the guestion
be now put” that would not be in order.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He did, Sir.
The TDeputy Speaker It is srecially
lajd down in the Standing Orders how

to move that a question be decided ai
once, and every member should be conver-

sant  with the Standing OQrders. If
2 member desives a " qguestion to bhe
put  without  further discussion, he

must move “That the House divide.” Had
the matter rested at that, T would have
had no hesitation in deeiding that the
Chairman’s vuling was unot (he eor-
rect one. But the Chairman, in his ex-
planation. states that after the member
for Geraldton had moved “That the
question he now put” and when ob-
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jection was raised by the member for
Mount Margaret, he, the Chairman,
allowed the member for Geraldton to put
his motion in the amended form * That
the Committee do now divide.” The
Chairman further states that he accepted
the amended motion.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
on our feet.

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair-
man is the only person who can
decide which member has the floor
at the time. I can only accept the
Chairman’s explanation that he saw
the member for Geraldton and

Hon. Frank Wilson: The member
for Geraldton was not on his feet at
all then; he was sitting in his chair.

The Deputy Speaker: Stending Ordaer
No. 160 reads as follows :—

When we were

A motion, ““ That the Houss do now
divide,”” moved and seconded, shall
take precedence of all other business,
and shall be immediately put from the
Chair withnnt Aany Aiernecinn tg!.-_w'__qg
place : Provided, that no such motion
can be made B0 as to interrupt e
member while speaking.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The motion
of the member for Geraldtoo was not
seconded.

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. mem-
bers will realise that as the House
was in Committee no seconder was
required. I coan only accept the decision
of the Chairman that the member for
Geraldton had en opportunity of amend-
ing, and did amend, his motion to the
proper form.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
on my feet.

The Deputy Speaker: The chair-
man of any meeting is the only. per.
son who can decide es to the question
of order or as to what member has the
right to speak. That being the position,
I must uphold the Chairman’s ruling,
and say that the motion of the member
for Geraldton, having been amended
to ““That the Committee do now
divide,”” is absolutely in order.

When I was

Commitlee resumed.
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[Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.]

Motion (That the Committee do now
divide) put and negatived.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
Minister explain how it was that last
year only £2,003 was expended out of
the wvote of £3,000? If £2,003 was
sufficient last year, why is it necessary to
vote £3,000 again this year ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I have
already explained the position. Last
year King's Park got its full vote of £1,735
and the remainder of the vote, making
up the £2,000 was gpent in the coastal
districts. The whole of the vote there-
fore was spent in the coastal districts
and nothing wont to tho goldfields. 'The
proposal this year is to see that the gold-
fields get their quota.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : There is already
£750 provided for coastal grounds which
is an increase of £500,

Mr. Reobinson: In the King's Park
viiere are seven miles of roads to be
maintained.

Mr. GARDINER : I can, if the Com-
mittee desires, make my amendment to
provide that the reduction shall be £300
or ten per cent. all round.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS : The
amount is small enough now; why
make any reduction at all ?

Mr. MUNBIE : T am going to protest
against a reduction of the goldfields vote
being made. Bvery time the Estimates
have come before us 1 have protested
against the undue amount allocated to
the parks and reserves in the metro-
politan ares. I will support the reduc-
tion if it is to be made apply exclusively
to the King's Park Board, but i there is
anything to come off the country dis-
tricts I will oppose it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .. . .. 18
Noes .. .. .- 13

Majority for .. B
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ATES.
‘Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Cunningham Mr. 'Loghlen
Mr. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Tavior
Mr. Grifiths M. Tnomsor
Mr. Harrison Mr, Willmo .
Mr. Heltmann Mr. F. Wi .0on
Mr. Hicumoit Mr. Bolte .
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
Mr. Letfroy

Nors. .
Mr. Allen Mr. ' .cDowall
Mr. Angwin Mr. Aunsie
Mr. Colller Mr Robinson
Mr. Connolly M . B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green } 5 Walker
Mr. Hardwick «r. Johnson
Mr. Jehnston (Teller.)
Amendment thus massed.

« Ttem—Control ¢ Trade in War Time
Royal Commissic , £2,000.

Mr. JAMES fARDINER: As the
continuation ¥ il was thrown out in
another place I assume this item will
automatical’ Jease.

- The MIY LTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
there car st be any expenditure on
it. .
Ttem- ;é.ra.in and Foodstuff Board,
£1,000 /'

Mr JAMES GARDINER : What is
the '~ ition in respect to this item ?

.™ 3 MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
be  d has gone out of existence, and so
t! ‘vote will only be used to the extent

/settling up. Like the Royal Com-

azsion, the board has ceased to exist,

md so nothing can be expended from
the vote except what may be required for
" cleaning up.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :
Collie Coal Commission ceased
labours ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
not propoesed during the present financial
yvear to proceed with that Commission.

Item—Polico Benefit Fund Refund
Service Fees, £500.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Are the papers
desling with this fund available, and
what is the position of the fund ? 1
have & special reason for asking. I do
not think the police have much say s
to their representation on the board
controlling the fund.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot give the exact atate of the fund,

Have the
their

[ASSEABLY.]

but T may say an election is being held
at present for two members of the board.

Mr. O’Loghlen : What is* the use
of holding an election when the man
elected is not put on ?

The MINISTER FOR WORXS : That
has not happened recently. Two repre-
sentatives of the police are being elected
now,

Item—~Grant to Pharmaceutical Coun-
cil, £43.

Mr. B. J. STUBES : Why is this grant
made ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
itemn is to provide a railway pass in con-
néction with the administration of the
Poisons Act,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Has the ad-
ministration of this Act been handed
over to this counecil ?

Hon. J. D. Connolly : That was the
case in years past.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have public
officers to administer the various Acts,
and it is strange that this one should be
handed over to the Pharmaceutical
council. It does not appear to be an
economical arrangement.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON :
amendment—

That the item be struck out.
The Government have struck out more
important items pertaining to other
hosrds.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : Some years
ago the pharmaceutical society ad-
ministered the Poisons Act. They went
to & lot of trouble, and saved the country
great expense., It was represented to
the Government that they were worthy
of a railway pass, becanse the sscretary
had to travel to different portions of
the State, and the council were granted
£40 to cover the expense of this pass.
This js an economical arrangement for
the (Government, because the Act is
administered for the cost of a railway
ticket, and this amounts to only a book-
keeping entry because the money is
returned to the Covernment through the
Railway Department.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : In view of
the explanation I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

I move an
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Item—Departmental advertising ex.
cept Railways and State steamship ser-
vice, £2,000.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Will the Minister
give some explanation of this new item ?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: We
are bringing all our advertising, other
than in connection with the departments
mentioned, under one heading, and under
one vote. At present there are various
votes and the book-keeping involved is
enormous. In order to concentrate this
expenditure and reduce the cost of book-
keeping, the items have been put into
cne total. Incidentals are also largely
concentrated instead of being distributed
amongst various departments.

Hon. Frank Wilson : What was the
expenditure last year ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amount provided this year is less than
the total expenditure for last year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Could not we
do without it ?

Ttem—(irant to Yalgoo Roacds Board,
clearing street at Warriedar, £25.

Hon. FEANK WILSON: I thought
these votes always appeared under the
Works Departiment ? That is whers
they should appear.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
matter was settled between the Under
Secretary for Works nnd the Under
Treasurer.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Why ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I do
not know, but it is being paid from my
vote.

Hon. FRANIKK WILSOXN : This will
empower two departments to make these
grants. The Minister for Works should
control such expenditure.

The Minister for Lands :
this is & mistake.

Hon. FRANK WILSQON: The Min-
ister for Works does not seem to know
much about it.

Vote (as reduced to £45,953) put and
passed.

[This completed the Estimates of the
Colonial Treasurer's epartment.]

So he does;

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

1445

BILL—COTTESLOE BEACH RATES
VALIDATIOXN.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL AGRI-
CULTURAL SHOW.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LAXNTDS (Hon.
W. D. Johngson—Cuildford) [7-47]: I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Thursday, the 7th COctober, at
4£-30 p.m.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 7-48 a.m. (Wed-
nesday.)

Aegisiative Conuncil,
Thursday, 7th October, 1915,

PacE

Questions: Advonees ro Industries o 1445
Woorolno Sanatorivm, meat supply . . 1418
Papers presented o 436
Select Comunittee, Retirement of C. F. Gale . 1346
Billy : Postpunement of Debis Act Contl.uun.nce
3h, . 1446
Marriuge Acl’. Amendlnunt 31: 1415
Minas Regulations set Amoudment Com 1416
Health Act Awendment, 28, ... .. 1451
Sale of quuor Regulation, 2g. 1451
Indusrries As-igtunce Act Amendment, 2. .. 1462
Motion : Public Works, suthorisation by Parlia-
ment ... 1483

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3.30 p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION-—ADVANCES TO
INDUSTRIES.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON asked the
Colonial Seeretary: 1, What amount has
been advanced in eash or by guarantee
under the Agricultural Bank Aet and the
Savings Bank Act to persons engaged in
any industry? 2, Names of persons ob-



